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Dr. Sr. M. HELEN 

Principal, Nirmala College for Women, Coimbatore 

 

PRINCIPAL'S DESK 

 
 I feel extremely happy to be a part of this forum on gender studies, when the need of 

such a sensibility has become very acute today. A sense of identity in an individual springs 

right from infancy and develops into a strong force through the various factors of gender, 

caste, class, religion, culture and education. Depending on this constructed identity, one not 

only performs varied roles in life, but even judges everybody with that preconceived 

perception. Hence the role of man, woman and that of a transgender gets treated by a number 

of visible as well as invisible factors exercising their strong influence on one’s personality. In a 

multi-cultural diversity of globalization, it has become imperative that we reconsider these 

tendencies at an individual, social, psychological, political and economic level to build a 

harmonious society. 

 
 This ardent move of the Dept. of English to organize a national level conference and 

publish research papers on gender sensibility will surely provide a platform to discuss such 

emerging issues, ensure the right and just perspective, integrate gender concerns in 

programmes of social welfare, reconsider and redefine one’s ideologies and beliefs and spread 

awareness of its significance across the academicians, students and educational institutions 

who hold the potential to sculpture and shape the human mind. The objective of this 

programme is to celebrate through the vast wings of literature, the different facets of all great 

aspirants. This bold and ennobling step to welcome such a major change in such huge numbers 

of enthusiastic responses from the academic fraternity, is really appreciable and 

commendable. I am happy to acknowledge that Nirmala College for Women has always 

worked towards promoting such a desirable change to communicate and motivate these 

benevolent ideologies and habits. I wish the Conference peer- team a huge success.  

 

 
Thank You 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Dr. R. ASEDA FATIMA 
The Convener, Head and Assistant Professor of English 
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CONVENER'S DESK 
 

 Malala Yousafzai has well said that “One book, one pen, one child, and one teacher can 

change the world.” With this inspiration, taking the initiative to organize a National Seminar 

on    “Gender Sensibility: An Exploration through Literature” and getting research papers on 

this topic published has been an enlightening experience for the Research Department of 

English, Nirmala College for Women.I, as the Head of this Department and Convenor of this 

Social Welfare programme, am pleased and privileged to acknowledge the tremendous 

contribution of the Resource persons, Ms.KalkiSubramaniam, Social Activist, Entreprenur and 

a poet; Dr. Maria Josephine Aruna, Assistant Professor of English, KanchiMamunivar Center for 

Post Graduate Studies, Puducherry and Mrs. ShobanaRajakumari, Retd. Head and Associate 

Professor of English, Providence College, Coonur for the success of this noble endeavour. 

 

 So far, men and women were considered as the only two sides of the coin of the society. 

But through evolution and development of our civilization and psyche, we identify that the two 

sides have to pay way to the third sect, transgender also. Despite all progress in art, literature, 

governance and Science and Technology, Gender discrimination is still an uphill task. It fuels 

violence and result in power imbalance. Gender inequality refers to unequal treatment or 

perception of individuals based on their gender. It arises from differences of society 

constructed gender roles. Discrimination based on gender is a common civil rights violation 

that takes many forms – Sexual harassment, pregnancy – discrimination, unequal pay for the 

women who do the same job as men and discrimination in employment and education. To 

overcome gender inequality, we need to have gender sensitive society. A critical awareness is 

necessary to clarify issues about gender issues and disparities. Our education system needs to 

be gender sensitive and gender friendly and the possibilities are to promote gender awareness 

at all levels of society.  

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 All of us invariably feel the need to appreciate the role and contribution of all kinds of 

genders in the realization of their rights so that they feel accepted in the society and contribute 

actively and fulfillingly in a nation’s development process. In this ongoing programme, 

Interpersonal and facilitation skills and respect for diversity in people and cultures would be 

an added asset. Every gender has equal rights in terms of education, employment, social, 

economic and political leadership. We are in need of a gender- sensitive, gender- responsive 

people who are aware of several issues such as inequality in education, nutrition, legal rights, 

medical care, protection, honour, child marriage and women abuse among others. We are in 

need of mutual respect for all-irrespective of their sex, caste, socio-economic status, religion, 

region, and educational status-a core value which should get grass rooted and ingrained in 

young minds to build a resilient, empowered, and motivated generation.  

 

 This initiative is focused on these lines to promote such a desirable change through the 

literary Contributions of research scholars, academicians and the student fraternity. May God 

bless us with His blessings of Success. Thank You.  

  



 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Mrs. R. STEFFI 

Organizing Secretary, Assistant Professor of English 

Nirmala College for Women, Coimbatore 

 

ORGANIZING SECRETARY'S DESK 
 

 The term ‘gender’ is subjected to many controversies down the years. But the most 

accepted definition says, “Gender is socially constructed”. Every culture in this world has 

marked a niche for every gender and breaking it, is considered to be an outlaw. And now it is 

time to relax the rigidity that has been there for centuries together. This attempt to encourage 

scholars to present their research papers in this field, is socially committed to sensitize the 

learned community in making a leap from being sensitive to becoming sensible towards 

gender. Gender sensitivity encompasses the ability to detect or become aware of the existing 

gender differences, issues and inequalities. This forum will be of great help to the participants 

to get a panoramic view of gender issues.  

 
 Gender is a complex interrelationship between three dimensions: Body, identity and 

expression. This conference, indeed, will help us discuss the complexities of such topics. Right 

from our childhood, we are taught by the society to conform to the gender binary 

system. Norms around gender expression change across societies and over time. This is an 

effort to build a society where a child freely discloses her identity confidently. At this juncture, 

we understand the need of literature which helps in building a better tomorrow. Literature is 

always a representational front to discuss any pressing concern in the society in the form of a 

biography, memoir, poetry or a play. Literature now is seen as an agency which frontlines the 

rights and issues of minorities rather than just serving as a piece of entertainment. This 

conference gives a platform to express views and opinions on the various topics related to this 

theme of Gender Sensibility and introduces the writings of gender minorities which are though 

less investigated, get emergence as an important scope for research. One message that echoes 

forth from this conference is that all human beings have rights to determine their gender and 

deserve rights to be heard and accepted. Hence, it is important to imbibe mutual unconditional 

respect, equality, and opportunity among all to lay a strong foundation for a gender-equal 

society. Let this vision of ours attain fruition in the near future.  

 
 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus”. ---Galatians 3:28. 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 

 
 

 

EDITOR’S PAGE 
 
 

 Greetings Dear Readers! I am happy to introduce the theme of this collection, Gender 

Sensibility: An Exploration through Literature. “Writing a perfect paper is a lot like a military 

operation. It takes discipline, foresight, research, strategy, and, if done right, ends in total victory” 

- These words of Ryan Holiday are very relevant in summing up an ardent effort of a seeker of 

knowledge and change. Research is indeed a gateway to knowledge which leads to new and 

efficient solutions for the society. A National Level Seminar conducted by the Research 

Department of English of Nirmala College for Women, Coimbatore, on the theme “Gender 

Sensibility: An Exploration Through Literature” has encouraged many academic aspirants to 

carry out extensive research and helped the literature community to discuss, present and 

publish valuable papers on this subject . I am sure this altruistic project of pooling in research 

papers on gender sensibility will create an awareness in the public and enlighten them on the 

sensitivity of the issue at large and help in building a considerate , just and a harmonious 

society. On behalf of the Conference Peer team, I express a humble note of gratitude to all the 

research contributors. 
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A MOTHER’S SCUFFLE FOR SURVIVAL IN ABANDON BY  
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 �´�)�R�U�V�D�N�H�� �Q�R�W�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�Z�� �R�I�� �W�K�\�� �P�R�W�K�H�U�µ��
(Proverb 6). According to the verse, mother is 
�W�K�H���V�X�S�U�H�P�H���O�L�J�K�W���L�Q���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�·�V���K�R�P�H�����7�K�H���O�L�J�K�W��
�W�K�D�W�� �P�D�N�H�V�� �H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�·�V�� �O�L�I�H�� �J�O�R�Z���� �0�R�W�K�H�U�� �L�V�� �W�K�H��
�V�R�X�O���E�H�D�U�H�U���R�I���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�·�V���K�D�S�S�L�Q�H�V�V�����6�K�H���J�X�L�G�H�V��
us through our hard times, mot her is the 
epitome of courage, strength and hope. 
Meanwhile if the mother is living on her own 
abandoning her family then she is caught in the 
web of the malicious society. She risks her life 
each day for her survival. She inspite of the evil 
eyes, evil thoughts and evil tongues around her, 
she struggles to live a meaningful life. She turns 
to be a heroic image for her child as she fulfills 
the place of the father also. 
 Abandon, the story of a woman who desires 
to become an author, travels aloneabandoning 
her family and running away from the restraints 
of the society. The author skillfully voices the 
narration with two divergent personalities. She 
narrates as a third person fictional character 
Ishwari and first person narrator as the author 
herself. The plot of the author expresses the 
passion for art and literature. The thrust to live 
her life without boundaries and restriction but 
�,�V�K�Z�D�U�L�·�V�� �S�O�R�W�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �D�� �P�R�W�K�H�U�V��
perspective filled with emotions and as a 
symbol of sacrifice and selflessness. �´�$�Q�G�� �,��
struggle to find my place in this dark novel. I 
yearn for passion and despair- for that is what 
makes good literature- while Ishwari seeks a life 
�R�I���M�R�\���I�R�U���K�H�U�V�H�O�I���D�Q�G���K�H�U���V�R�Q�µ���%�D�Q�G�\�R�S�D�G�K�\�D�\����
Abandon16). 
 Ishwari as a teenager fell in love and was 
naturall y left with a baby, but she neglected the 
baby as she thought it would be a hindrance to 
her enjoyment in life. But the motherhood in her 

kindled the emotions and made her to accept 
the baby. Ishwari and her son Roo loitered 
around the streets for shelter, on getting a 
terrace to stay she managed to survive there. As 
a woman even getting a place in terrace was not 
a cake walk for her, she was supported by a taxi 
driver, argued with the mansion staff and out of 
mercy she got a place to stay. 

I see the young taxi driver whirl around 
without protest and walk back to the taxi.  
I am forced to return to the taxi. I am forced 
�W�R�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �W�D�[�L�� �W�R�R���� �K�R�O�G�L�Q�J�� �5�R�R�·�V��
hand. This taxi is now my real refuge. Roo 
�L�V���Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���H�\�H�V���V�K�X�W�«���7�K�D�W�·�V���Z�K�H�Q��
I see the old man pause and turn. He raises 
his arms. First one, then both togethe�U�����¶�-�X�V�W��
�D�� �P�L�Q�X�W�H���·�� �K�H�� �V�K�R�X�W�V���� �,�V�K�Z�D�U�L�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O�O�\��
�O�H�D�S�W���L�Q���W�K�H���D�L�U�����¶���+�H�·�V���F�D�O�O�L�Q�J���X�V�����K�H�·�V���F�D�O�O�L�Q�J��
�X�V�«�·���V�K�H���V�F�U�H�D�P�H�G�����M�X�P�S�L�Q�J���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���W�D�[�L����
(Abandon 16) 

 The society does not provide helping arms 
to the one who suffers, instead pester them for 
money and physique wherethey become the 
victim of unemployment and harassment. 
Ishwari also underwent similar hitches in her 
life but managed to get a warden job for 
boarding school girls, that happiness was 
temporary as she could not submit her 
certificates and lost the work. She searched for 
countless number of works but profited none. 
Atlast she got a work as a caretaker to a 
handsome and a depressed man Bibaswan who 
was exasperated about the death of his beloved. 
Her work was to get him out of the 
disheartened state.  
 As the novel progresses the readers can find 
change that prevails between Ishwari and 


