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The BODHI International Journal of Research in Humanities, Arts and
Science (E-ISSN: 2456-5571) is online, peer reviewed, Refereed and
Quarterly Journal, which is powered & published by Center for Resource,
Research and Publication Services, (CRRPS) India. It is committed to bring
together academicians, research scholars and students from all over the
world who work professionally to upgrade status of academic career and
society by their ideas and aims to promote interdisciplinary studies in the
fields of humanities, arts and science.

The journal welcomes publications of quality papers on research in
humanities, arts, science. agriculture, anthropology, education, geography,
advertising, botany, business studies, chemistry, commerce, computer
science, communication studies, criminology, cross cultural studies,
demography, development studies, geography, library science,
methodology, management studies, earth sciences, economics, bioscience,
entrepreneurship, fisheries, history, information science & technology, law,
life sciences, logistics and performing arts (music, theatre & dance),
religious studies, visual arts, women studies, physics, fine art, microbiology,
physical education, public administration, philosophy, political sciences,
psychology, population studies, social science, sociology, social welfare,
linguistics, literature and so on.

Research should be at the core and must be instrumental in generating a
major interface with the academic world. It must provide a new theoretical
frame work that enable reassessment and refinement of current practices
and thinking. This may result in a fundamental discovery and an extension
of the knowledge acquired. Research is meant to establish or confirm facts,
reaffirm the results of previous works, solve new or existing problems,
support theorems; or develop new theorems. It empowers the faculty and
students for an in-depth approach in research. It has the potential to
enhance the consultancy capabilities of the researcher. In short, conceptually
and thematically an active attempt to provide these types of common
platforms on educational reformations through research has become the
main objective of this Journal.
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AUTHOR GUIDELINES

About Bodhi

The BODHI International Journal of Research in Humanities, Arts and Science
(E-ISSN:2456-5571) is open access, peer reviewed, referred and quarterly journal, which is powered &
published by center for Resource, Research and Publication Services, (CRRPS) India. It is committed to
bring together academicians, research scholars and students from all over the world who work
professionally to upgrade status of academic career and society by their ideas and aims to promote
interdisciplinary studies in the field of humanities, arts and science.

Subjects for Papers

The journal welcomes publications of quality papers on research in humanities, arts, science.
Agriculture, anthropology, education, geography, advertising botany, business studies, chemistry,
commerce, computer science, communication studies, criminology, cross cultural studies, demography,
development studies, geography, library science, methodology, management studies, earth sciences,
economics, bioscience, entrepreneurship, fisheries, history, information science & technology, law, life
sciences, logistics and performing arts (music, theatre & dance), religious studies, visual arts, women
studies, physics, fine art, microbiology, physical education, public administration, philosophy, political
sciences, psychology, population studies, social science, sociology, social welfare, linguistics, literature
and so on.

Call for Papers

The journal invites balanced mix of theoretical or empirical, conceptual papers to publish
including research articles, case studies, review papers, comparative studies, dissertation chapters,
reports of projects in progress, analytical and simulation models, technical notes, and book reviews,
leading academicians, business peoples, corporate sectors, researcher scholars and students from
academic institutions, research organizations, non-government organizations (NGOs), corporate
sectors, civil societies, industries, and others from India and abroad.

Submission of Manuscript

1. Submityour article by email to bodhijournal@gmail.com

2. The manuscripts/papers should be research based or related, original and comprise of previously
unpublished material and mustbe presented following scientific methodology.

3. Authors must send an abstract of the paper not exceeding 250 words, all manuscripts must be in
font style of Times New Roman, size: 12, line spacing: double spaced and submitted only in MS
Word 2003/ 2007 version.

4. All manuscripts should follow the MLA or APA style manual. The full paper must not exceed 3000
words, including tables and references.

5. The manuscript should be well-organized to have Title page, Abstract, Keywords, Introduction,
Literature Survey, Problem Definition, Material & Methods, Findings & Results, Interpretation &
Discussion, Conclusion and References.

6. All quoted, reproduced material should clearly be referenced.

7. Tables and figures should appear in the document near / after where they are referenced in the
text.

8. All contents should be original - authors’ own words, ideas, findings and arguments.



9. Tables and figures should appear in the document near / after where they are referenced in the
text. All figures and tables musthave an intelligible caption in relation to the text.

10. Photographs must be sharp, and exhibit good contrast.

11. Correct and complete referencing of quoted and reproduced material is the obligation of the
author. In the text, references should be inserted in parentheses in full.

12. If author uses a reference from an out-source, author should cite relevant source giving credit to
the original author/contributor.

Review of Article / Manuscript
1. The manuscript will be numbered and sent to the review committee for review -report.
2. The author will be intimidated of the review and the process will take a maximum period of 15 -

20 days.
Ethical Policy
1. Authors are advised to adhere to the ethics of publication of his/her article to be considered for
publication.

2. Acknowledgement of the original ideas, borrowed from other sources is imperative.

3. The authors of original research work (previously unpublished / under process for the
publication elsewhere) should be an accurate submission of the work carried out, provide the
rationale of the significance of the research work in context with previous works, and should
contain sufficient details to allow others for further research.

4. It will be the wholesome responsibility of the authors for such lapses if any on legal bindings and
against ethical code of publication or communication media.

Plagiarism Alert & Disclaimer

1. The publisher & editors will not be held responsible for any such lapse of the contributor
regarding plagiarism and unwarranted quotations in their manuscripts.

2. All submissions should be original and must have a “statement of declaration” assuring their
research paper as an original and fresh work and it has not been published anywhere else.

3. It will be authors are sole responsibility for such lapses, if any on legal bindings and ethical code
of publication.

4. Contributors are advised to be aware about Plagiarism and ensure their paper is beyond
plagiarism as per UGC norms.

Publication Policy & Peer-review Process
Peer review exists to ensure that journals publish article which is of benefit to entire research

community. Peer reviewers’ comments and recommendations are an essential guide to inform the
editor’s decision on a manuscript that revisions and improvement. They are part of the publication
process and actually help raise the quality of the manuscript. It also helps the readers to trust the
research integrity of the article.

1. The Editor-in-Chief will primarily examine each manuscript.

2. The editor-in- Chief will advise the authors about the acceptance of the manuscript by email.

3. The manuscript will be evaluated on parameters of originality, practical importance, subject

relevance, scientific level and contribution to the current academic scenario.
4. Ifthe manuscriptis accepted following publication policies.



5. Accepted manuscript will be forwarded to the double-blind peer review process. Such that the
journal does notdisclose the identity of the reviewer(s) to the author(s) and does not disclose the
identity of the author(s) to the reviewer(s).

6. The review committee is not responsible for stripping of any information during panel review as
the original author is not known to the committee.

7. Manuscript/paper will be published only when the article is ‘commended for publication’ from
the review committee /editorial board.

8. Ifnecessary the copy-editing work will be done by the members of the Editorial Board.

9. Thereview process may take minimum 20 working days.

10. In case of acceptance of the manuscript and commended for publication favorably, the
manuscript will be published in online mode of time. If paper/article/manuscript is not
commended for publication, the rejected manuscripts shall not be returned.

Copyright Notice

Submission of an article implies that the work described has not been published previously
(except in the form of an abstract or as part of a published lecture or academic thesis), that it is not
under consideration for publication elsewhere, that its publication is approved by all authors and tacitly
or explicitly by the responsible authorities where the work was carried out, and that, if accepted, will
not be published elsewhere in the same form, in English or in any other language, without the written
consent to the Publisher. The Editors reserve the right to edit or otherwise alter all contributions, but
authors will receive proofs for approval before publication.

Copyrights for articles published in Bodhi International Journal of Research in Humanities, Arts
and Science are retained by the authors, with first publication rights granted to the journal. The
journal /publisher is not responsible for subsequent uses of the work. It is the author's responsibility to
bring any infringement action if so desired by the author.

Indexed & Open Access

The journal will be indexed as per database norms. The Indexing will provide the manuscript to
achieve its purpose of being accessible to worldwide readers. Easy accessible will increase as
manuscript’s and journal’s reputation. It will be a source of the quality information in respective
areas/studies.

Privacy Statement

We may collect the contact details from authors like names, designation with Institutional
address, email addresses, postal address, phone numbers and other information to understand needs
and provide with a better service that are entered in this journal site and will be used exclusively for the
stated purposes of this journal.

Frequency of Publication of the Journal
BODHI is a quarterly journal, will be published in January, April, July and October on respective
Years.



Review and Evaluation Committee

Quarterly review committee meeting will be convened by the editor-in-chief. Authors are
expected to submit their manuscript before 20 working days of the publication of the respective month.
The journal will be published regularly as per Journal publication policy.

Article Submission

Authors are kindly advised to send manuscripts along with registration & copyright forms.
(Duly filled-in Registration form is mandatory with the paper for acceptance) Soft copy of the papers
should be mailed to bodhijournal @gmail.com

Conference Proceedings
Bodhi will be published as special issues for the national / international conference and
seminars volumes. The group of papers also will be published in Bodhi journal.
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“o Wit @evellulledt ULWwe &FToLLB  WTEATSMeNE  CFamenLul  Geuemi(hd”  6TeIs
o wilw GprdssdHaia  CFweul BGd OsTauigme@h  6b  deogomfluled,  gLilpfle
UTLDAIWLIENEY  LOTEMTUTHENMTEL  SleuGTallbasd OFUIg, SBH SHFLM SBUMEN  SBBLILN6HT
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Socio-Psycho Dynamics of Casteism and Classism in Arignar
Anna’s Theetuthuni

Arignar Anna is one of the prolific
writers in Tamil Modern literature. He is an
excellent writer of essays, short stories, plays,
novels, film scripts and tit-bits. He reflected the
spirit of Dravidian Movement in literature. He
had dealt with varied themes in his writings.
He addressed the issues of social injustice,
hypocrisy in religion, annihilation of casteism,
women’s right, dowry, widow remarriage
and inter-caste marriage in his writings.
Theetuthuni(theclothusedfordeath)discussesthe
punishment of innocent oppressed Dalit for theft.
Arignar Anna delineates the impact of caste
system in Tamil society and he exposes the
confrontation between upper class and low
class in his story, Theetuthuni (Dirty rag).
Theetuthuni is a cloth or a dress (dhoti or saree)
used for death ritual.

Arignar Anna captures the predicament of
the servant, Anthonisamy who is accused of
stealing a new saree at the time of Subramani
Iyer’s mother’s death. Anna exploits this
situation to deliberate how the caste system
and class system operate against the poor, the
innocent Dalit, Anthonisamy. Casteism is a
social phenomenon in India. It does not exist
anywhere in the world. The word, caste has
a root from Portuguese word, casta meaning
lineage, breed
or race. Every particular breed or race becomes
a particular caste in the society. The evolution of

Dr. V. Vellaichamy
Associate Professor, Department of English

Govt. Arts College, Melur

different castes in a particular settlement
developed as their unique traits of particular
castes. The strength of particular caste, numbers
andtheiruniquetraitsofparticularcastedetermine
the superiority of particular caste in the society.
Becoming a caste in the ancient society had a
complex and rigorous social process. Ambedkar
states that the caste system came into being after
the different races of India had commingled in
blood and culture (Annihilation of Caste, 195).
In further, Ambedkar views that caste system is
not merely a division of labourer, which is quite
different from division of labour—it is
a hierarchy in which the divisions of
labourers are graded one above the other
(Annihilation of Caste, 14). Casteism invents
untouchabilityandestalishesafalsephilosophyof
superiority complex in upper caste people’s
mind. It subjects the minorities, depressed
people and subaltern in the society to
discrimination and violence and it restricts
the respected people to social interaction
with the people of superior behaviour and it
promotes the purity in the blood and practicing
endogamy with their group in the settlement.
The entire features of casteistm shape sadist
personality in the mind of so called people
and expresses it’s bevhaviour strangely against
Dalits. Anna endeavours to look into the life of
Anthonisamy with a Dravidian perspective and
Marxian eyes. According to him, all are equal
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in the society. The economic stability in the
Independent Indian modern society persecutes
the proletariats and accumulates the wealth of
bourgeoisie in the course of time. Anna, being a
rationalist and an iconoclast wishes to dismantle
the Brahmanical ideology from the minds of
upper caste Hindus in the Tamil society and
desires to create an ideal world of equality in
Tamil Nadu.

Arignar Anna’s main purpose is to
capture Dalit sensibility in his story, Theetuthuni.
The present researcher defines Dalit
sensibility as a unique sensibility possessed by
Dalits rooted in Tamil tradition. It expresses
the native soil candour of Dalits. It encompasses
their life and experience. It does not include the
sensibility of upper caste Hindus. He underlines
Dalit sensibility in their style of hard work,
conduct, behaviour, naming the people and
places, food habits, longing and rootedness
in their life. Anna states, “Anthonisamy
kaalaiyur ~ kiramathavan =~ Avan  thanthai
Arokiasamy avvur Pallu Parai Pathinetu
jathiyaridamum nanmathippum  selvakkum
pertriirunthan ... Avan pechu vanmai ullavan,
padippu undu. Kaiyeluththu
thadankalilamalpodvan...Adidravidanandinorai
uiirkoduthainum atharikkum thanmai
ullavan” (Chandra, Muththiraikathaigal, 81).
Anthonisamy belongs to Kaliyur. His father
Arokiasamy has got good respect and fame
among the Pallar castes, Paraiyar castes and
other eighteen caste people in the village.
He has the gift of the gab in conversing with
his people and got considerable education.
He renders his help whoever comes to his
house. Anthonisamy’s character, genuine
nature, nobility and attitude are expressed in
the above statements. Arignar Anna, despite
from the main stream society, peeps his eyes
through Dalit perspective and eulogizes Dalit

people in his story, Theetuthuni. Anthonisamy
does not have an influence as his father in the
village but he never acts against his father’s
good name, fame and renowned in the village.
Anna writes, “Innum pugal oongathan saithathu.
Anthonisamikkuathilevalvuthirupthi! Poorippu!
Ivanin thanippatta sirantha kunam uiir poiinnum
iranthu ~ kudikka ~ pogaan”  (Chandra,
Muththiraikathaigal, 83). Anna tells the reader
that the Pallars, Paraiyars, Thotis and Thomban
could not have food for long time by sitting at
home. Adi dravidars are exceptional to deceive
anybody in their profession. They never suck
anybody’s blood in their work. Hence, Anna
attempts to bring out Dalit sensibility in
Anthonisamy’s genuineness, kind heartedness,
care for the needy people in the story.

Arignar Anna’s main argument is drawn
from his Dravidian ideology. He wishes to
create a casteless society in Tamil Nadu.
He believes that writing against casteism will
eradicate caseteism in the society. He is the
precursor in writing about the problems, the
issues of Dalit people in Tamil Nadu. He is
highly influenced by George Bernard Shaw’s
Problem plays. Shaw exploits the social
problems in all his plays. Anna builds the plot
of the story by which the rich upper caste Iyer
oppresses Dalit the innocent servant. Dalit
people were subjugated for a long time in the
history of India. History has made Dalit weak
and inferior in the society. They have to bear,
suffer, tolerate, endure, adjust etc., with upper
caste people in order to survive in the society. As a
result, they buried their love, desire, ambition and
different feelings and emotions in their minds for
centuries. Anna believes that writing literature
makes people raise their finger against casteists
in the society and thereby equality and social
justice can be attained in the society. After the
birth of Dravidian Movement, there was an
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awakening in the mind of Tamil people. Anna
writes for the depressed people even before
Dalit Movement in Tamil Nadu. In Theetuthuni,
Anthonisamy is accused of stealing a Saree at
the time of Master’s Mother’s funeral. The
master accuses him as a thief. The innocent
servant cannot persuade the master. The
master conspires with his caste people and
other friends from Dravidian family. The servant
is tied in a tamarind tree and he is beaten black
and blue and he is badly abused with his caste
name. Anna writes, “ Chee nayee, mooduvayai,
pasappivittuvidalamnu parkinraya? Parapaya
puththi ingu sellathu! Nee eduththindu pona
selayai kodukkalle, un udampuththol ...!”
(Anna Muththiraokathaigal, 87). The present
researcher infers that casteism of upper caste
people is expressed through untouchability,
discrimination, verbal abuse, scheming against
Dalit people and exploitation in the society. The
master manipulates all forms of untouchability,
discrimination, exploitation, verbal abuse,
scheming against Anthonisamy in the story.
The master has done it without examining
the good deed of Anthonisamy punishes him
seriously. Anna reflects the inner voice of
Anthonisamy: “Samy! Nan edukkalingle! Antha
erinjukitu pora samy mela anainga. Intha randu
varusamasamy oothana thanniiya kudichuttu
iirikkiranaan ippapudusaathuvumammaseelayai
thiruduvana?” (Anna  Muththiraikathaigal,
87). Dalit sensibility of Anthonisamy’s
integrity, thankfulness is expressed through his
words. The next day, Marimuthu has brought the
washed clothes of dirty clothes (Theetuthuni)
to Subramai Iyer’s house. Subramani Iyer’s
wife and her husband come outside to count
the clothes in which they have found the stolen
saree. Subramani Iyer and his friends without
analyzing the problem thrash Anthonisamy
physically and psychologically in the story. This

is the slice of Dalit’s plight in the Tamil society.

Arignar Anna projects the verbal abuse of
the master against the Dalit servant in the story.
The exploitation makes Anthonisamy weak
in the work and the verbal abuse humiliates
him psychologically. The verbal abuse will
last longer in the mind of Anthonisamy.
Valluvar writes, “Theenal suttapun ulaarum

aarathe navinal sutta vadu” (Thirukkural-
Adakkamudaimai 129, 25,).
The upper caste people address

Dalits using their caste names. They never use
Dalit’s original name to address. They use highly
derogatory words to address them. They cannot
tolerate good names for Dalit people. They
nevergiveDalitshonourandrespect. Theynoteven
identify Dalits as human beings. Anna also
records the disgrace in addressing Anthonisamy
as Anthini. It is a form of discrimination of such
people in the society. Using Dalit caste names
such as Palla, Paraya and the word like Chandala
is highly despiteful in the society. These are
derogatory words to address the poor people.
This act must be condemned in the society.
Anna writes the inner voice of Anthonisamy:
“Parppanar,  een  parparallatha  entha
ejamanarume, athu pondra allathu veru
alagana peyarulla entha Adhidravidanaiyum
appeyar murtrilum solli alaipathillai. Karanama?
Appeyarin kadaiciil irruppathu ‘Samy’ endra
sol  parungal”’(Anna  Muththiraikathaigal
86,). Sivakami writes, “Mannadiamma oru
nallum Leelavathiai peyar vittu alaithathillai.
Thiruttu sirukki, Palliakodukku, Thevadiyal
mavale, Thattuvani endru than alaikkiral”
(Unmaikku Munnum Pinnum, 261). The wife
of Mannadi never called Leelavathi by her
name. She addressed her as a woman of theft,
daughter of Pallia, daughter of prostitute and a
woman of easy virtues. The director, Mari
Selvaraj also projects the attitude of upper
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caste Police officer’s mockery at the name
of Dalit people in the movie, Karnan. The
upper caste SP.Kannapiran (Actor Natarajan
Subramaniyam) believes that Dalit people should
not have good names like Karnan, Abhimanyu,
Duriyothanan, etc. He philosophies that the
great names of heroes always equates only with
his people. Besides that, Dalit people should
have very ordinary names such as Karuppan,
Mookkan, Mannu (soil) etc in their life. Hence,
Dalits are not at all considered as a human being
and are displaced psychologically in the society.
Anna also reflects the Dalits’ name politics in
his story.

Another significant characteristic of Arignar
Anna’s writings is to express the ideology of
socialism. He wishes to propagate the
establishment of a classless society in
Tamil Nadu. He is influenced by Karl Marx and
FriedrichEngels.Bothlaiddownthetheoryofclass
struggleandrevolutioninthewesternsociety. They
examine the struggle between the capitalists
and the working class. Arignar Anna draws the
issues of classism in the story, Theetuthuni.
He believes that he cannot bring a sudden
transformation in the society but rather his
writing may instil a spark in the mind of
readers while reading the story. He duplicates
the power struggle between Anthony and
Subramani Iyer in the story. He undermines
the behaviour of Subramani Iyer in exploiting
Anthony. According to Anna, Subramani Iyer
controls Anthony in finishing all kinds of menial
works in the farm and in the house. He does
not even allow him to drink a jug of porridge.
Anthony works under Subramani Iyer for his
survival. Anna writes: “Anthonisammikku
aarai  vairrukkanji  kudippathilum  sila
samayam mannu villunthuvidum. Vanthavar
povatharkkul, “athai vaangi vaa, ithai kondu
kodu. Aage po, Vasuvai koopidu, Subbu

vanthana” endru Iyer avanai aatti vaikkum
aattu appappa! Avan thali arunthu vidum”(84).
Subramani Iyer has a power to enslave
Anthonisamy in all spheres of life. Anna states
thatnone of the master inthe society is completely
satisfied with the works of Dalit people. The
Iyer regularly takes meal four times a day and
he takes Asafoetida for digestion but Anthony
drinks his porridge once or twice a day by
standing (84). Anna writes, “Kolaiyalikkum,
pagal  kollaikarannukkum,  siraiill ~ ulle
pona nalilirunthu veliil varum mani
varaiel avargal sareera kanam kuraiyathu
badukakka  edai  podukinranar.  Anal
Anthonisammkku? Avan varkkathithirkku...?
....Peyaralavil ~ oru  salugai  varththai
ketka, unda orunaathi?” (85). According to Anna,
those who go to prison for robbery and murder
are weighed not to lose their weight upto their
release from the prison. The police department
is very careful in maintaining their health
during imprisonment. Subramani Iyer does not
care his bonded slave who has to work for the
master frommorningtoevening. Heisbadly given
nourishment. The exigency of Anthony is

miserable in  his life. The present
researcher looks at the perspective of
Anthony. Anthony 1is a Dalit whereas

Subramani Iyer is a upper caste Brahmin.
Brahmins hold a zenith status in the social
hierarchy. They frame and construct social
norms in favour of them and they did everything
for their growth only and they chased Dalits
from their lands. The forefathers of Anthony had
lost their lands and their sons became victims
of Brahmins and other Sudra community people
in Tamil Nadu. The present researcher finds out
the emergence of new castes such as ‘Vellalars’
and ‘Udaiyars’ in the upper caste community.
Historically, there were no records about the
present Tamil upper caste community, ‘Vellalars’
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and ‘Udaiyars’ in Ancient Sangam literature
because G. Devaneya Pavanar also cites the idea
of Mangudi Maruthanar about Tamil people in
Ancient Tamil Nadu by quoting Purananooru,
“thudiyan, panan, parayan, kadambanenarintha
nankallathu kudiumillai” in Tamil society
(qtd. in Tamilar Varalaru, 46). However, they
also proclaim that they also belong to the
family of agriculturalists in the native land
but truly they, by getting the priority and
provisions from the government, oppressed
their own brothers (Dalits) as slaves in the land.
Secondly, the researcher further examines that
the representatives who claimed the lands and
called themselves as “Jamindar” and “Nila
kilar.” Ayothi Dasar Panit also criticizes that
the lands were taken by the newly settled
people in India and he underlines the familiar
usage of names such as Mirasudar, Jamindar
which state that they displaced and exploited the

indigenous  people of India  (Ayothi
Dasar Sinthanaigal, volume I,
242, 243). Sivakami traces the

historical evidence of land transfer from
people to king, king to several people such as
Jamindars, Mirasudars, Inamdar and other rich
upper caste people (Unmaikku Munnum
Pinnum, 282,284). Ambedkar says, “We have
no land because others have usurped it ...” (qtd.
in Rekindling Hope? 85). Sivakami also cites
Ambedkar’s effort in getting the lands for Dalits
and he has exposed the truth by writing a book,
Who Are Sudras? In which he notes about the
confiscation of lands of Dalits by the Brahmins
from the Kings of past in the name of temple
charity. Hence, Anthonisamy is exploited and
afflicted by the socially strengthened the
Brahmin caste Subramani Iyer in the story,
Theetuthuni.

Hence, the research paper encapsulates the
ideology of Dravidian outlook considering the
life of Dalit in the rural village. Anthonisamy

is an everyman in villages and towns in the
state and in the nation. The paper has seriously
debated against casteism and classism by
studying the intricate problems of Anthonisamy
anditundermines the sabotage behaviour ofupper
caste Hindus against Dalits in the settlements. It
also traces Dalits deterritorialization in the past
and it wishes the Dalits to reterritorialize their
identity, status, honour in the society.
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