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Abstract 
This article attempts to make the reader understand the Nigerian culture and language.  Understandingthe relationship between 

language and culture is important for language learners, users, and those involved in language education.  Language is the tool for 

communication; it is the arrangement of traditional spoken, signed, or written symbols through which human beings can share their 

thoughts.  Culture is the ideas, customs, and social behavior of a particular people or society.By analyzing Chinua Achebe’s novel 

Things Fall Apart, this article captures the language and culture of Nigerian people, especially Igbo peopleof the Umuofia clan, along 

with their history, religions, and political traditions. Chinua Achebe presents the complexities and profundities of African culture to 

readers of other cultures and readers of his own culture. 
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Introduction 

Culture is the framework of information shared by a 

moderately huge gathering of individuals, it is the broadest 

sense that developed conductthrough friendly learning, 

and it is a lifestyle of a gathering of individuals with their 

practice and convictions that they acknowledge for the 

most part without pondering them. They passed it to the 

next generation. Language is the foremost strategy for 

human communication, comprising words utilized in a 

structured and conventional manner to express 

themselves by speech, writing, and gesture. 

 Chinua Achebe was born on November 16, 1930 in 

Ogidi, Nigeria.  He is a Nigerian novelist; most of his works 

portray the social and psychological disorientation with the 

Western tradition upon African culture.He was appointed a 

research fellow at the University of Nigeria, and he worked 

as a Professor of English from 1976 to 1981. His novels 

are Things Fall Apart (1958), No Longer at Ease (1960),In 

Arrow of God (1964), A Man of the People (1966), and 

Anthills of the Savannah (1987). He won the Man Booker 

International Prize in 2007.  

 The novel Things Fall Apart is a story based on the 

traditional beliefs and customs of the Igbo tribe. It begins 

with Okonkwo, who is a wealthy and respected warrior of 

the Umuofia clan, a lower Nigerian tribe that consists of 

nine connected villages. He has a son named Nwoye, 

whom he finds lazy; in settlement with a neighboring tribe 

Umuofia wins a virgin, and a fifteen-year-old boy 

Ikemefuna, Okonkwo, assumes the responsibility of that 

boy. During the Week of Peace, Okonkwo beats his 

youngest wife Ojiugo and makes sacrifices to show his 

repentance. Ikemefuna stays with Okonkwo‟s family for 

three years; Nwoye looksat him as his older brother. 

Ogbuefi Ezeudu, village elder, informed Okonkwo about 

the killing of Ikemefuna and asks him not to take part, but 

Okonkwo accompanies Ikemefuna when they are 

moving,some people from the clan attacked him, suddenly 

he moved near to Okonkwo for help, but he killed him.  

 The death of Ogbuefi Ezeudu was announced to the 

surrounding villages;at Ogbuefi Ezeudu‟s funeral, the 

clan‟s men beat drums and fired their guns that time 

Okonkwo‟s gun exploded and killedOgbuefi‟s sixteen-year-

old son. Killing the clansman is considered a crime,so the 

people of Umuofia send Okonkwo along with his family for 

the exile of seven years, so they went to his mother‟s 

village Mbanta.During the second year of Okonkwo‟s exile, 

Obierika brings several bags of cowries and informs him 

about Abame, which was destroyed by Whiteman. 

 Six missionaries visited Mbanta with an interpreter the 

missionaries‟ leader, Mr. Brown, conversed with the 
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villagers about their Gods, and then he was replaced by 

Reverend James Smith. The District Commissioner asked 

the village leaders of Umuofia to meet him because they 

burned the Church and he arrested them; after their 

release, they had a meeting that time Okonkwo killed the 

leader of the messengers and realized that his clansmen 

were not supporting himwhen the District Commissioner 

arrived at Okonkwo‟s compound, he finds that Okonkwo 

has hanged himself and Obierika explains that suicide is a 

grave sin and according to custom, none of Okonkwo‟s 

clansmen will touch his body.   

 
Role of Language and Culture in Things Fall Apart 

Chinua Achebe used many Igbo - words, cultures, and 

proverbs in his novel Things Fall Apart.  The Igbo culture 

involves several celebrated events; The Week of Peace 

comes at the end of the relaxed season, before the harvest 

and planting season.  During that time, all members of the 

society shall live in complete peaceto honor their great 

goddess of the earth to seek blessings from her for perfect 

growth of crops; if the peace is broken, that is considered 

great evil, and consequently,that person will be punished. 

In the novel,Things Fall Apart, during the Week of Peace, 

Okonkwo accused his youngest wife, Ojiugo, and beat her 

because she went out to bride her hair without making 

food for him and their children because this Okonkwo 

became angry and broke the scared week. He made 

sacrifices like sacrificing a goat and a hen along with a fine 

of one length of cloth and one hundred cowries to show his 

repentance.And another important culture is that the 

people of the Umuofia clan throw their bodies into the Evil 

Forest, who dies during the Week of Peace. 

 And that was also the year Okonkwo broke the peace, 

and was punished, as was the custom, by Ezeani, the 

priest of the earth goddess…And when she returned he 

beat her very heavily. In his anger ne had forgotten that it 

was the Week of Peace, His first two wives ran out in great 

alarm pleading with him that it was the sacred week... „you 

will bring the shrine of Am tomorrow one she-goat, one 

hen, a length of cloth and a hundred cowries‟. He rose and 

left the hut. (29-31)  

 Another Ibo culture is the Feast of the New Yam.  

This feast is to honor their earth goddess– Ani, who is the 

ultimate judge of morality and conduct of the Umuofia Clan 

people.The Feast of the New Yam was celebrated every 

year before the beginning of the harvest, and the people 

disposed of theirold yams, which they stored last year 

because they had a belief that New Year must begin with 

fresh yams, during the New Yam festival,the people of 

Umuofia conduct the popular wrestling match, this event 

was more of a tradition as it occurs annually on the 2nd day 

of the New Year. The people invite their relatives to take 

part in the Feast of New Yam, and they sacrifice new yam, 

palm oil to their ancestors to protect them; this can be 

seen in the novel Things Fall Apart through the character 

Okonkwo, he invited all the relatives of his three wives to 

the Feast of the New Yam, and he celebrated this feast 

with great joy by sacrificing new yam and palm oil to his 

ancestors to protect him, his children and his mothers.  

 The Feast of the New Yam was approaching and 

Umuofia was in a festival mood. It was an occasion for 

giving thanks to Ani, the earth goddess and the source of 

all fertility. Ani played a greater part in the life of the people 

than any other diety…The Feast of the New Yam was held 

every year before the harvest began, to honor the earth 

goddess and the ancestral spirits of the clan. (36) 

 Ibo culture also came out with many superstitions.  

The biggest of their superstitions was their chi.  Other 

superstitions included that the people of the Umuofia clan 

had a fear of darkness, and they warned their children not 

to whistle on a night for fear of evil spirit, “The night was 

very quiet. It was always quiet except on moonlight nights. 

Darkness held a vague terror for these people, even the 

bravest among them. Children were warned not to whistle 

at night for fear of evil spirits (9).” People of Ibo culture 

throw their twin babies into the Evil Forest because they 

considered twin babies as evil and if anyone from the 

village suffered from any illness for a long period means 

they are thrown into the Evil Forest because of their belief 

that the people with the illness are not allowed to die in 

their house. In the novel,Things Fall Apart, Unoka, the 

father of Okonkwo, suffered from illness for a long period, 

so the people of Umuofia planned to take him to the Evil 

Forest to not die in the village. 

 Unoka was an ill-fated man. He had a bad chi or 

personal god, and evil fortune followed him to the grave, or 

rather to his death, for he had no grave. He died of the 

swelling which was an abomination to the earth goddess. 
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When a man was afflicted with swelling in the stomach and 

the limbs he was not allowed to die in the house. He was 

carried to the Evil Forest and left there to die. (18) 

 The Umuofia is a clan that consists of nine villages. 

To take any decision means the people of the clan call 

everyone in the village by beating drums to assemble in 

the particular place, and they ask everyone to share their 

thoughts about the problem along with the village 

headman named Ogbuefi Ezeudu, this can be seen in 

Things Fall Apart, when the Umuofia clan have a 

settlement with the neighboring clan, they won a virgin and 

a fourteen-year-old boy Ikemefuna, because one man from 

the Mbaino villagekilled the spouse of the Umuofia's 

clansman. “Then the crier gave his message, and at the 

end of it beat his instrument again. And this was the 

message. Every man of Umuofia was asked to „gather at 

the market place tomorrow morning.” (9) 

 Another important culture of Umuofia was the 

celebration of the funeral by beating ancient drums, firing 

their guns,and cutting down the tree and the animals 

whatever the people saw and they dance.  This was 

celebrated in the novel Things Fall Apart during Ogbuefi‟s 

funeral, who is the head man of the Umuofia Clan by 

Okonkwo and othermen, but unfortunately while firing the 

gun, Okonkwo‟s gun explodes and kills Ogbuefi‟s sixteen-

year-old son. 

 Ezeudu was a great man, and so all the can was at 

his funeral. The ancient drums of death beat, guns and 

cannon were fired, and men dashed about in frenzy, 

cutting down every tree or animal they saw, jumping over 

walls and dancing on the roof. It was a warrior‟s funeral, 

and from morning till night warriors came and went in their 

age groups. They all wore smoked raffia skirts and their 

bodies were painted with chalk and charcoal. (121) 

 The Igbo culture considered killing a clan‟s man is a 

crime against the earth goddess, and they sent the people 

who made that crime, and the people of the clan must burn 

the buildings and kill the animals of the person who 

committed the crime to clean the village from the criminal‟s 

sin. It can be seen in the novelThings Fall Apart when 

Okonkwo accidentally killed Ogbuefi Ezeudu‟s sixteen-

year-old son, the cultured Igbo people of the Umuofia clan 

send Okonkwo, and his family member for an exile of 

seven years and by their culture men from 

OgbuefiEzeudusideburnedOkonkwo‟s buildings and killed 

his animals to clean the village from his sin.  

 It was a crime against the earth goddess to kill a 

clansman, and a man who committed it must flee from the 

land. The crime was of two kinds, male and female. 

Okonkwo had committed the female, because it had been 

inadvertent. He could return to the clan after seven 

years…As soon as the day broke, a large crowd of men 

from Ezeudu‟s quarter stormed Okonkwo‟s compound, 

dressed in grabs of war. They set fire to his house, 

demolished his red walls, killed his animals and destroyed 

his barn. It was the justice of the earth goddess, and they 

were merely her messengers. (124,125) 

 The Umuofia Clan had a different culture for death; 

according to their custom, they will not accept the death of 

the person who committed suicide, and they never touch 

the body of that dead person; they allow only strangers to 

bury that body. In the novel Things Fall Apart,this can be 

noted when the district commissioner came to visit 

Okonkwo;he found only his body because he had hanged 

himself in the tree.  Okonkwo‟s friend Obierika asked the 

men who accompanied the District Commissioner to help 

him for bringing Okonkwo‟s body down.He also explained 

about their culture to the District Commissioner by 

sayingthat in their culture,if anyperson commits suicide 

means that was considered as an evil, and the people of 

Umuofia should not touch him and bury him, only strangers 

canperform the rituals for the dead person. 

 “It is against our custom,” said one of the men. “It is 

an abomination for a man to take his own life. It is an 

offense against the Earth, and a man who commits it will 

not be buried by his clansmen, His, body is evil, and only 

strangers may touch it. That is why we ask your people to 

bring him down, because you are‟ strangers.” (207)  

 
Conclusion 

Writers of the African Nation are former colonies of 

European Nations decided among themselves to write in 

their native language by negating the colonizer‟s language. 

Still,Chinua Achebe used the English language for 

narration in the novel Things Fall Apart, hereached many 

more readers by writing in English.  Though Achebe tells 

the story in English, he also includes several Ibo words 

and proverbs to maintain the authenticity of that culture.  
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Some of the Ibo words that are used in Things Fall Apart 

are agbala- women, ochu-murder, ogene-a musical 

instrument, uri-part of a betrothal ceremony when the 

dowry is paid.Some words like chi, egwugwu, obanju, and 

obi are untranslatable.  Some of the proverbs that are used 

in Things Fall Apart are, “Among the Ibo the art of 

conversation is regarded very highly, and proverbs are the 

palmoil with which words are eaten” (7), “if a child washes 

his hands he could eat with kings” (8) - it means that 

someone who makes himself great can be with those who 

are great.  “When mother-cow is chewing grass, its young 

ones watch its mouth” (70, 71) – it means children copy 

their parents and learn everything they do from them.  

Parents need to set a good example for them.  “Mother is 

supreme” (134) - your mother is extremely important as 

she is the one who gives your life.   
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