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 Upamanyu Chatterjee through his novels The Last 

Burden and Way to Go brings about the post-colonial 

bureaucracy, relationship, development, politics and 

characters in the drama of Indian middle class families. 

The novelists‘ position on the contemporary issues is 

voiced through many characters in his novels. His views 

about Indian middle class families are scattered throughout 

the novel. 

 Upamanyu Chatterjee is one of the most 

representative writer of Indian urban society. Most of his 

works reveal the need for identity of middle class family in 

the modern society. He also shows concerns about 

rediscovering the cultural roots of the past in his works. 

Chatterjee‘s use and style of the English language plays an 

important role for his achievement. He is perhaps the one 

and only contemporary Indian writer in English who 

belongs to the school of Jonathan Swift and Rabelias. 

 Upamanyu Chatterjee has his own style in describing 

the family ties in the Indian middle class families. He brings 

out the reality of life in his works by using the general 

situations that occurs even today in the Indian family. The 

method he writes attracts the readers to feel crispy, 

moreover the names mostly used by him in his novels 

brings out his thrust on Indianness.  

 Upamanyu Chatterjee focuses on the Indian middle 

class family in his novels The Last Burden and Way to Go. 

He describes the Husband-Wife relationship through the 

characters Shyamanand and Urmila, and the family ties 

through the lives of their sons Jamun and Burfi. He brings 

out the strong emotional bondage as well as 

meaninglessness in the relationship between the family 

members. Jamun is the central character of both the 

novels. Chatterjee‘s latest novel, Way to Go which was 

published in 2011 is a sequel to his second novel The Last 

Burden as he feels that it is incomplete and so he has 

continued Way to Go by using the same characters and he 

brings out the modernism in India.  

 The novels of Upamanyu Chatterjee always revolve 

around the difficulties of relationships, tradition, culture, 

communication, emotional bondages, and loss of identity of 

Indian people and their society. In his plot, he brings out 

the characters struggles with the reality. Most of his novels 

deal with the reality of the Indian middle class family and 

his characters display the effects of displacement in 

relationship. The central character Jamun, the protagonist 

of The Last Burden is frustrated because of his 

helplessness in his emotional bondage with his mother. 

The illustration of the protagonist reveals the central 

themes of the novel the struggles of the Indian middle class 

families in fulfilling their responsibilities.  

 Indu Saraiya rightly says, 

The Last Burden is an infuriating book at the 

start, but finally quite compelling in nits honest 

appraisal of the harsh realities and erosions 

facing Indian middle – class/ life today. And 

surely it ends with hope! From the humdrum 

remnants of a family breaking up under stress, 

from a welter of undramatic commonplace 

events, Jamun finally picks up the pieces from 

his last burden, and sees the light at the end of 

the tunnel. (35) 

 Upamanyu Chatterjee is analyzing the lives of Indian 

middle class family, also brings out the struggles of women 

in their family. The struggle is mainly due to the 

irresponsibility that each member has towards the family. 

 C. Sengupta a writer says that Upamanyu Chatterjee 

has pointed out that 

―I want to write about the suffering that family 

members inflict on each other and the terrible 

responsibility of emotional dependence, I wanted 
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to describe the burden, I suppose of 

attachments‖. (29).  

 The author has brought out the complex relationship 

that exists in the small Joint family. The words ‗burden‘ and 

‗responsibility‘ go hand in hand in an Indian family. Due to 

the pressure of the emotional bonding, the responsibility 

becomes a burden. 

 The Last Burden is a novel of emotional bondage 

among the members of the family of Jamun. Shyamanand 

and Urmila are husband and wife and their two sons are 

Jamun and Burfi. Jamun, the central character of the novel 

is the younger son and he is not married and he lives away 

from his family in Maharashtra and he works in an office. 

Burfi is the elder son and he has married a Christian girl 

Joyce. Though the parents accept the situation, they are 

not able to see Joyce as a part of their family due to her 

different upbringing and beliefs. 

 According to Sohail Ahmed,  

―Upamanyu Chatterjee skillfully tries to present 

before his readers the emotional demands with 

the parents make upon their children. We see 

Shyamanand and Urmila getting jittery at times 

towards their sons for they find them insensitive 

to their feeling‖. (1) 

 Relationship is one of the most important aspect 

among every individual person in the society. A person 

cannot be happy without relating to his fellow human 

beings. Moreover the relationship among the family 

members is much essential for every human being. In 

Indian families people give much importance to the 

relationship between the members such as the relationship 

between husband wife, relationship between parent and 

children. Thus in these novels The Last Burden and Way to 

Go the author brings out the importance of such 

relationships in an Indian middle class family. 
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