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that brought about a brilliant presentation was indeed an astonishing ecstasy. We are indebted to 
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TECHNOLOGY IN ENGLISH LEARNING 

 
M.Abinaya 
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Abstract 
 Technology is very much part of language learning throughout the world at all different levels. We are as likely to find it in 
the primary sector as much as in adult education. We may see traditional computers in labs, teachers and students walking around 

with laptops or tablet PCs, and many people will have a mobile phone in their pocket that is capable of doing rather more than the 
mainframe computers that started computer-assisted language learning in the 1960s. I do recognise that there are many kinds of 

digital divide, and that this is not true everywhere. What is still sometimes an issue is the reliability of these technologies for 
classroom use. This can discourage teachers from making use of technology as often as they would want to. It's compounded by the 

fact that, if these teachers are working in schools, they are faced with classes of learners who may, on the surface at least, appear to 
be more digitally competent than their teachers are. Learners can therefore challenge their teachers, in ways that put the latter off 
using the technologies that could potentially make such a difference to what happens in the classroom. 

 

Introduction 

 In my recent book for the British 

Council, Innovations in learning technologies for 

English language teaching, I argue that digital 

technologies are ideally placed to help teachers 

working with learners, and learners working 

independently, to do the necessary language that 

makes their language development possible. We 

are talking here about doing things with language 

rather than just learning about language. Swain 

argues that learners can’t simply develop based on 

input. We must engage with other people using 

that language, and try to make meaning together.. 

 If we take writing as a starting point, 

technology in the form of word processors (and 

the many other ways we now have of producing 

text) allows us to work at the language. We go 

through a process of creating and re-creating text 

until it is fully comprehensible to others and is 

accurate. We can create a draft, show it to others 

and, based on feedback, can make changes to 

improve the text. The tools can also help us by 

showing that our spelling or grammar needs work, 

too. Technology makes this much easier, and 

makes it more likely that learners will engage with 

the editing process to produce the highest-quality 

text that they can. This writing can then be 

displayed for others to look at and comment on. 

 Trying to find ways for people to do 

meaningful spoken language practice in a class can 

be very challenging, particularly if, as a teacher, 

you lack confidence in your own spoken language 

skills. Linking your class to other classes around 

the world, using tools such as video conferencing, 

can give a reason for a learner to ask a question 

and then try to understand the response. It might 

also provide support for the teacher, too. The 

technology mediates the process, getting language 

out there and giving feedback that shows whether 

someone has or hasn’t understood what you have 

said. 

 

The benefits of Technology in Language 

Learning that is Integrated with Project Work 

 Another area that technology supports very 

effectively is project work. We have always tried 

to encourage learners to learn about things 

through language. Getting learners to do work 

about topics that are of interest to them, or topics 

that are taught in other parts of the curriculum 

(sometimes called Content and Language 

Integrated Learning or CLIL) is a great way to 

improve their skills. Technology makes this 

possible wherever you are in the world. Teachers 

and learners can go online to read or listen 

to material about different areas of interest, and 

can then write or speak about what they have 

discovered, telling others in the class or other 

classes elsewhere in the world. 

 Blended teaching – or learning – is a formal 

education method whereby content is partly 

delivered through digital and online media. While 

http://www.cilt.org.uk/secondary/14-19/intensive_and_immersion/clil.aspx
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students still attend “brick-and-mortar” lessons – 

i.e. in a building with a teacher present– these are 

combined with technology-aided activities. This is 

a strategic body that has been set up to accelerate 

the growth of the UK’s education technology 

sector in Britain and globally. 

 For learners, more and more English language 

apps and learning games appear every month. 

And for learners keen to practise their 

conversational skills, there are dedicated websites 

to help them do that. Here we take a closer look at 

the latest technology trends in English language 

learning and teaching. A predicts that the demand 

for learning English is likely to fuel the growth of 

the software market for English language learning 

and development. This software can combine 

verbal and visual learning, streamline processes 

and motivate more learners to collaborate. 

Teachers can direct their students to Longman’s 

flagship Learner’s Dictionary, which is now 

available as an iPhone/iPad app: it’s the most up-

to-date dictionary and now includes an integrated 

thesaurus. Other ways to encourage students to 

learn on the go include Pearson English Readers, 

the Top Notch course and the Discovery Island 

game. Gamification – using games for a task, in 

this case to promote learning – benefits students 

and teachers because the use of such technology 

can promote better speech fluency and retention. 

 Online tools that can perform online 

assessment and monitor student progress are also 

popular. Students can gauge their performance by 

evaluating themselves on the four skill areas of 

reading, writing, listening and speaking and then 

gather feedback so that they can improve on their 

weaker areas. Progress from Pearson English was 

the first online, fully automated progress test. It 

accurately measures student progress in English, 

highlighting both strengths and weaknesses to 

inform teaching.  

 A news channel in Arizona has reported on 

a teacher who is using technology with her 

learners in a slightly different way. Looking for 

ways to motivate her pupils, she came up with the 

idea of teaching them through building robots. 

Thelma explains: “As the students build their 

robot, they not only learn maths, science and 

engineering, but they also learn English. 

Because it’s after school, I could translate some 

things that I maybe couldn’t get round to during 

the regular school day.” The words the children 

are learning include “gears”, “narrow” and 

“precise”. One pupil has found it has particularly 

helped her concentrate on one particular skill. 

“I’ve improved in my reading. I wasn’t very good 

as a beginner, but then I started getting better,” 

says Valeria Nieto. Another new piece of 

technology is catching people’s attention that can 

deliver highly accurate results instantly. Real-time 

translation is being addressed by all the major tech 

companies, including Google, Microsoft and 

Apple, but the first to launch a translation earpiece 

is Waverly Labs. Using a combination of speech 

recognition, machine translation and voice 

synthesis, the Pilot takes the spoken words of one 

language and translates them into another one. It 

consists of two earpieces and an app that 

integrates with a smart phone to begin translating 

as soon as the conversation begins. With a delay 

of only a couple of seconds, this real-time 

translation earpiece enables users to conduct a 

conversation in the language they have selected.  

 Waverly Labs readily admits that machine 

translation is not perfect and sometimes makes 

mistakes, but with increased usage the translation 

engine improves its accuracy. Some teachers 

organise a BYOD (bring your own device) to 

lessons although there will be students who don’t 

have a device. Technology quickly becomes 

outdated but, while an old device may appear 

worthless, for a teacher with limited technology in 

the classroom, it would make a valuable gift. 

 Regardless of the type of device that you have, 

connect it to a television (which doesn’t have to be 

a modern flat screen) or a discarded computer 

monitor. By doing this, you can still use 

technology to project presentations and websites 

and allow students to explore websites while the 

rest of the class watches. There are also many free 

apps that can be used in the classroom and by 

students when they go home. Today’s app market 

is fast-moving and some may only need an 

internet browser to operate them, in which case an 

old smart phone or flip phone may be fine for your 

students. English language learners' experience 

with technology can vary greatly from one student 

to the next. Some kids may have never used a 

computer. Others may be doing all of the 

troubleshooting! This resource section provides 

ideas for using technology with ELLs, activities 

for using multimedia tools, and bilingual tips for 

managing media at school and at home. 
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LAURENCE’S THE FIRE-DWELLERS 

 
S.Chandhini 

Assistant Professor, PG and Research Department of English, Bharathidasan College of Arts and Science, Erode 

 

 
 

Abstract 
 Margaret Laurence an active feminist contributed to Canadian modernism through her women characters with universal 

perception. She differs from other writers by projecting female characters of boldness and self-confidence. They fight against their 
patriarchal superiority in order to create an identity of their own for their survival. Laurence’s The Fire-Dwellers is one of her 

novels of manawaka literature deals with a brave woman with a psychological insight. Laurence wants to express through her 
words the unheard voice of women from the inside home in order to make a societal change. Stacey Mac Aindra, the protagonist, a 

middle-aged woman, who became a victim of the bedlam in which she lives. Her consciousness of the chaotic wide world batters her 
sensibilities from all sides. Stacey Mac Aindra is the representative of Laurence who questions the conventions and tries to create an 
identity of her own which she thought lost in her family. She hopes to get it outside of her home and finally she finds the survival 

strategy to balance to balance her dual world. This paper aims to project the focal pandemonium of women in Margaret Laurence’s 
The Fire-Dwellers. 

Keywords: Feminist modernism, memory, space, inside, outside, survival, time. 

 

Introduction  

 Margaret Laurence is one of the major 

novelist deals with problems of Canadian society. 

Her principal focal point is the place and status of 

women in contemporary male dominated 

Canadian society. Her motive is clearly reflected 

in almost all her fiction and non-fiction works. But 

beyond all these her characters have abundant zeal 

to survive in this hostile world and to prove their 

existence. It is her extraordinary characterization 

that makes Margaret Laurence immortal in 

Canadian literature. There is one particular gender 

which has been ignored for many years; the 

unheard voice of the voiceless is being neglected. 

Margaret Laurence was born on 18th July, 1926 in 

Neepawa, Manitoba. Belonging to a reputed 

family she inherits all the family traditions and 

traits.  

 Margaret Laurence has a natural inclination 

towards feminism and many researchers analyzed 

her mastery in depicting female characters. She 

presents very strong characters but they are 

deprived of practical approach. Her characters are 

common human being; they do not possess any 

heroic qualities, but they become extraordinary 

due to their struggle against the adverse 

circumstances of life. They begins as ordinary 

women but in the process of growing up, become 

conscious of the gender discrimination quite early 

in their life, refuse to surrender and determined to 

create a niche for themselves; her characters fight 

their lone battle.  

 Laurence portrays unsuccessful attempt to 

break off from her husband shows woman’s lack 

of confidence and her inability to adhere to her 

decision. She wants to start a new life for her own 

sake but being a woman she cannot escape from 

the social structure and she is bound to follow the 

strict norms of the patriarchal set up. Laurence 

portrays that due to the inheritance of these 

cultural customs, a conflict between self and social 

consciousness always torments woman and in this 

confused state of mind she is not able to 

distinguish between right and wrong. 

 Margaret Laurence could not come out from 

the influence of patriarchal culture, which is 

always governing her mind to defend the acts of 

male. Laurence’s characters do not represent 

liberal view of life and The Fire-Dwellers (1969) 

presents a living testimony for it. The Fire-Dwellers 

depicts dwindling family relationship and the 

devastating impact of communication gap 

between husband and wife. Being a patriarch and 

insensitive person her husband does not consider 

about the soft emotions of his wife rather than he 

believes in suppressing them with his silence. 
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Being a feminist Margaret Laurence expresses 

frustration of a married woman who is trapped in 

four walls of her house and struggling to find out 

her social voice. 

  The Fire-Dwellers is the documentation of the 

confrontation of a middle aged married woman 

with various problems of her life. Laurence also 

makes a parallel study of the impact of war and 

advanced technology over the fragile psyche of 

younger generation – women torn between the 

war to establish their own identity, the struggle for 

space and the desire to live a happy marital life. In 

The Fire-Dwellers, the epigraph and the title of the 

novel delineates the gist of novel that woman 

needs a spark to sustain her identity but being a 

woman she cannot escape from a common destiny 

and she is bound to bear the torture somehow. 

 The universal dilemma of Stacey is that she is 

not able to come out from self-exiled world; her 

capricious nature is destroying her peace of mind. 

The only misery in her life is the lack of 

confidence and the problem is aggravating day by 

day. Though she is struggling against her own 

desires , yet her struggle for space never takes solid 

shape, it rather remains as a burden on her mind. 

 The norms and standards of society did not 

provide any solace to her burning heart. It rather 

increases her dissatisfaction. Her appreciation to 

judge herself on a parameters of superior culture is 

the prime reason for disintegration of her 

personality and her fear of being marginalized due 

to lack of beauty is haunting her, so she always 

compares herself with the younger generation. Her 

mind and body do not work in harmony. She is 

torn between the urges of body and absent- 

mindedness as her mind is occupied in negative 

thoughts but the roots of dissatisfaction are very 

deep.  

 The cold behavior of Mac affects the psyche 

of Stacey who needs someone to share her misery. 

Being a part of community, a human being cannot 

survive in self- exiled world. Stacey is completely 

deprived of social interaction as well as her 

husband’s emotional communion. So the lack of 

these fundamental traits distracts her way. This is 

the dilemma of the characters of Margaret 

Laurence that they all have dwindling faith in 

God. 

 Another female character, Tess is suffering 

from serious verbal breakdown but her husband is 

a radio Jockey who is fond of talking on verbal 

breakdown. Laurence here shows difference 

between reality and pretention, the 

professionalism and dominance of man is ruling 

over fragile psyche of woman. Laurence’s 

protagonists strive to achieve harmony and 

tranquillity by alienating themselves, by escaping 

from the demands and expectation inherent in 

humanities. Her self- indulgence is a form of 

negativity and she is initiating to cover up 

emotional gap through her unstable desires. She 

never steps forward to come out from chaos but 

starts visualizing her self- image through other’s 

point of view, and in this process she is not 

conscious about her dignity. She is always 

indulged in the exercise of self-pity and has no 

sense of belongingness with her family and 

consequently she is all alone to fight with her 

inner as well as outer turmoil. 

 Male chauvinism is diminishing her strength 

and arousing guilt conscious in her. She has never 

lived her life as Stacey rather than that she always 

lives under the shadow of some ‘surname’ and 

four walls become her ultimate destination. As she 

says “My boundaries are four walls. Whose fault? 

Fast city life is haunting her like anything and she 

is feeling unfit to match her rhythm with them but 

she does not complain anybody. Stacey’s chief 

fear and pain is that she has no individual identity 

and she is always either identified as wife of Mac 

or the mother four children. She finds that the 

party has nothing for female as they are here just 

to accompany their husbands. So they are 

wandering aimlessly and looking for someone to 

talk to. It shows that the individual identity is still 

a day dream for Canadian woman. 

 Her love for individual identity is still 

dormant in her subconscious and under this strong 

impulse she plays her old record of music and 

dances heartily. This is her first time when she 

enjoys her individual liberty at her home. This 

dance is not only an expression of freedom but it 

soothes her as an act that pacifies her soul and 

works as a medicine to revive hey dying courage.  

 The sense of fear and insecurity is the 

predominant feature in her personality which 

always targets her power of judgment and she is 
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afraid to face the society. Her interpersonal 

communication with God shows her social phobia 

and her inability to cope up with the advanced 

society. She never steps forward to come out from 

chaos but starts visualizing her self-image through 

other’s point of view, but never cares about her 

dignity. It shows her colonized mentality. She is 

always indulged in the exercise of self-pity and has 

no sense of belongingness with her family; they all 

have different turning of life she is all alone to 

fight with her inner as well as her outer turmoil. 
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Abstract 
 The notion that a single person could possibly embody a teeming, diverse, multitudinous nation like India encapsulates one of 
the novel’s fundamental concerns: the tension between the single and the many. The dynamic relationship between Saleem’s 

individual life and the collective life of the nation suggests that public and private will always influence one another, but it remains 
unclear whether they can be completely equated with one another. Throughout the novel, Saleem struggles to contain all of India 

within himself to cram his personal story with the themes and stories of his country only to disintegrate and collapse at the end of 
his attempt. 

 

Introduction 
 Politically speaking, the tension between the 

single and the many also marks the nation of India 

itself. One of the fastest growing nations in the 

world, India has always been an incredibly 

diverse. Its constitution recognizes twenty-two 

official languages, and the population practices 

religions as varied as Hinduism, Islam, 

Christianity, Sikhism, and Buddhism, among 

many others. Indian culture is similarly hybrid, 

having been influenced by countless other cultures 

over the millennia of its development. Saleem, a 

character who contains a multitude of experiences 

and sensitivities, stands in stark contrast to the 

protestors who demand their own language-based 

region, the strict monotheism of Pakistan, and 

Indira Gandhi’s repression of contradictory 

dissension. His powers of telepathy allow him to 

transcend the barriers of language, while he 

himself with his English blood, poor background, 

wealthy upbringing, and eclectic religious 

influences reflects India’s diversity and range. The 

Midnight Children’s Conference that he convenes 

is, in its initial phase, a model for pluralism and a 

testimony to the potential power inherent within 

coexisting diversity, which is a natural and 

definitive element of Indian culture.  

 Factual errors and dubious claims are 

essential aspects of Saleem’s fantastic narrative. 

He wilfully acknowledges that he misplaced 

Gandhi’s death, an obviously seminal moment in 

India’s history, as well as wilfully misremembers 

the date of an election. He frets over the accuracy 

of his story and worries about future errors he 

might make. Yet, at the same time, after 

acknowledging his error, Saleem decides to 

maintain his version of events, since that’s how 

they appeared to occur to him and now there can 

be no going back. Despite its potential historical 

inaccuracies, Saleem sees his story as being of 

equal importance as the world’s most important 

religious texts. This is not only his story but also 

the story of India. The errors in his story, in 

addition to casting a shadow of doubt over some 

of what he claims, point to one of the novel’s 

essential claims: that truth is not just a matter of 

verifiable facts. Genuine historical truth depends 

on perspective and a willingness to believe. 

 

Destruction vs. Creation 

 The battle between Saleem and Shiva reflects 

the ancient, mythological battle between the 

creative and destructive forces in the world. The 

enmity and tension between the two begin at the 

moment of their simultaneous births. The 

reference to Shiva, the Hindu god of both 

destruction and procreation, reflects not only the 

tension between destruction and creation but also 

the inextricably bound nature of these two forces. 

Saleem, as the narrator of Midnight’s Children, is 

responsible for creating the world we, as readers, 

are engaged in. He represents Brahma, the god of 

creation. What Saleem creates, however, is not 

life, but a story. By delivering Saleem into the 

hands of the Widow, Shiva is responsible for the 

destruction of the midnight’s children, and yet, by 

http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/midnightschildren/character/shiva/
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fathering Aadam and hundreds of other children, 

he ensures the continuation of their legacy. 

 

Motifs 

Snakes 

 Beginning with the snake venom that saves 

Saleem’s young life, snakes play an ambiguous 

and complicated role in the novel. Saleem often 

refers to his favorite childhood board game, 

Snakes and Ladders. In the game’s simple formula 

of good and evil, Saleem learns an important 

lesson: for every up, there is a down, and for every 

down, there is an up. Missing from the board 

game, however, is the ambiguity between good 

and evil that he later detects as a natural part of 

life. Generally considered to represent evil, snakes 

are, in fact, much more complicated than that 

simple generalization might imply. While venom 

has the power to kill, it also has the ability to bring 

life, and it does not once but twice in the novel. 

Snake venom represents the power of Shiva, who 

is both destroyer and procreator in the Hindu 

pantheon. In Midnight’s Children, snakes are also 

associated with Picture Singh, Saleem’s closest 

friend, whose career is both dependent upon and 

destroyed by snakes. 

 

Leaking 

 Throughout the novel, the past finds ways to 

mysteriously insinuate itself into the present, just 

as Saleem’s personal compulsions and concerns 

find themselves inexplicably replicated in national, 

political events. Perhaps inspired by his own 

constantly running nose, Saleem uses the 

term leaking to describe this phenomenon. The 

lines separating past, present, and future as well as 

the lines separating the personal and the political, 

the individual and the state are incredibly porous.  

 

Fragmentation 

 Saleem claims that, much like his narrative, 

he is physically falling apart. His body is riddled 

with cracks, and, as a result, the past is spilling out 

of him. His story, spread out over sixty-three 

years, is a fragmented narrative, oscillating back 

and forth between past and present and frequently 

broken up further by Saleem’s interjections. In 

addition to the narrative and physical 

fragmentation, India itself is fragmented. Torn 

apart by Partition, it is divided into two separate 

countries, with the east and west sections of 

Pakistan on either side of India. This division is 

taken even further when East and West Pakistan 

are reclassified as two separate countries, Pakistan 

and Bangladesh. Within India, language marchers 

agitate for further partitions based upon linguistic 

lines. New nationalities are created, and with 

them come new forms of cultural identity that 

reflect the constant divisions. 

 

Symbols 

The Silver Spittoon 

 The silver spittoon given to Amina as part of 

her dowry by the Rani of Cooch Naheen is 

responsible for Saleem’s loss of memory. Even 

when he has amnesia, however, Saleem continues 

to cherish the spittoon as if he still understands its 

historical value. Following the destruction of his 

family, the silver spittoon is the only tangible 

remnant of Saleem’s former life, and yet it too is 

eventually destroyed when Saleem’s house in the 

ghetto is torn down. Spittoons, once used as part 

of a cherished game for both old and young, 

gradually fell out of use: the old men no longer 

spit their betel juice into the street as they tell 

stories, nor do the children dart in between the 

streams as they listen. The spittoon is the symbol 

of a vanishing era, which, in retrospect, seemed 

simpler and easier. And so, although Saleem may 

not be able to recall the specific association 

between the spittoon and his family, the spittoon 

maintains its symbolic quality as both a container 

of memory and source of amnesia. 

 

The Perforated Sheet 

 The perforated sheet through which Aadam 

Aziz falls in love with his future wife performs 

several different symbolic functions throughout 

the novel. Unable to see his future wife as a 

whole, Aadam falls in love with her in pieces. As a 

result, their love never has a cohesive unity that 

holds them together. Their love is fragmented, just 

as their daughter Amina’s attempts to fall in love 

with her husband are also fragmented. Haunted by 

the memory of her previous husband, Amina 

embarks on a campaign to fall in love with her 

new husband in sections, just as her father once 

fell in love with her mother. Despite her best 
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attempts, Amina and Ahmed’s love also lacks the 

completion and unity necessary for genuine love 

to thrive. The hole of the perforated sheet 

represents a portal for vision but also a void that 

goes unfilled. The perforated sheet makes one final 

appearance with Jamila Singer: in an attempt to 

preserve her purity, she shrouds herself 

completely, except for a single hole for her lips. 

The perforated sheet, in addition to preserving her 

purity, also reduces to her to nothing more than a 

voice. The sheet becomes a veil that separates her 

from the rest of the world and reflects her inability 

to accept affection. 

 

Knees and Nose 

 The seer, Ramram, predicts the birth of 

“knees and nose,” which represent Shiva and 

Saleem, respectively. In addition to symbolizing 

each boy’s special power, knees and nose also play 

another role. When Aadam Aziz first kneels down 

to pray, his knees touch the floor and his nose hits 

the ground. Knees and nose, in this instance, 

represent an act of prayer, as well as the 

submission and humility necessary faith. After 

hitting his nose on the ground, however, Aadam 

rejects that submission, and a hole opens up inside 

of him. Knees and nose also become significant 

with Farooq’s death via a sniper bullet. 
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Abstract 
 Indian English literature is the outcome of the cross fertilisation of two fruitful cultures- Indian and English. It is literature 
created by Indians both before and after independence. All Indian writers who wrote in English since the days of Raja Ram Mohan 

Roy down to our own time belong to Indian English literature. It spontaneously and powerfully expressed varying shades of 
emotions, thoughts and feelings typical to the genius and character of India. Indian English literature is ‘a curious native eruption, 

and expression of the practical no less than creative genius of the Indian people. Indians have written and are writing in English for 
communicating with one another and with the outside world, for achieving self-expression too artistically, using English, necessary 
or necessarily, in an Indian way’. English, which has been domesticated and nativized in Indian, has been one of our own 

languages like Kannada, Punjabi, Marathi, Bengali etc. Hence, literature written in Indianized or nativized English is Indian 
English literature. It bears an indelible stamp of Indianness which implies ‘life attitudes’, ‘modes of perception’, ‘life patterns’, 

‘behaviour of the people’ and ‘traditions that have emerged over the years in India’.  
 

Introduction 

 Amitav Ghosh was born in Calcutta (now 

Kolkata) on July 11, 1956. He grew up in East 

Pakistan (now Bangladesh), Sri Lanka, Iran and 

India. As a youngster, he was brought up on the 

stories of Partition Independence and Second 

World War. In an article in the New Yorker, 

Ghosh said: “My mother grew up in Calcutta, and 

her memories were of Mahatma Gandhi, non-

violence, civil disobedience, and the terrors, that 

accompanied Partition in 1947.” (24) In all the 

stories his mother told him, Mahatma Gandhi 

appeared as ‘an incomparably vital and endearing 

protagonist’. The Mahatma does not, however, 

figure prominently in any of the works of Amitav 

Ghosh so far. 

 His father, a diplomat, narrated to him stories 

of the Second World War, about the Indian 

soldiers of the British Indian Army who fought 

against the Germans and the Japanese. History 

has thus become Amitav Ghosh’s prime 

obsession. His fiction is imbued with both political 

and historical consciousness. He has used these 

memories to construct the concept of freedom and 

its numerous connotations in the modern world, 

which is the dominant theme of The Shadow Lines, 

by interweaving memory, history and 

contemporary life. After graduating from St. 

Stephen’s College, University of Delhi, Amitav 

Ghosh worked briefly as a journalist with The 

Indian Express. He went to Oxford to study Social 

Anthropology and worked as a lecturer in 

Anthropology at the Delhi School of Economics. 

He received his D. Phil in Anthropology from 

Oxford University in 1982. 

 In 1980, Ghosh went to Egypt to do field 

work in the Fellahean village of Lataifa. His work 

there resulted in In Antique Land. He has done 

fieldwork in Cambodia, lived in Delhi and 

contributed to a number of publications in India 

and abroad. He joined the visiting faculty at 

Queens College in the City College of New York 

as Distinguished Professor in the Department of 

Comparative Literature in 1999. He currently lives 

in Brooklyn, New York with his wife Deborah 

Baker. 

 Amitav Ghosh’s works draw heavily upon the 

character, traditions, and dichotomies of his native 

land, yet his protagonists and themes often extend 

beyond India’s actual boundaries, most notably 

toward the Middle East and Great Britain. 

Through this discourse the works expose the cross-

cultural ties between India and her former colonial 

ruler as well as with her kindred neighbours. 
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Ghosh, who has travelled abroad extensively and 

received a Ph.D. from Oxford University, has 

been hailed also writing in English who are 

forging a contemporary literary metier. His first 

two novels have been compared to the work of 

fellow Indian expatriate writer Salman Rushdie, 

while other scholars have commented on the 

similarities between Ghosh’s narrative style and 

Indian and Arabic folk tales. 

 Amitav Ghosh has published five novels, a 

travelogue and a booklet exposing the nuclear 

arms race in both India and Pakistan. His first 

novel, The Circle of Reason, was published in 1986 

when he was teaching at Delhi School of 

Economics, University of Delhi. It is specifically a 

contemporary work and the basic technique used 

in this novel is the well-told story, a tradition as 

old as Homer’s epics. 

 The same narrative technique, which is quite 

the opposite of the conventional, linear 

chronological narrative, has been employed in The 

Shadow Lines (1988), for which Ghosh bagged the 

prestigious Sahitya Akademi Award in 1989. It is 

considered by many critics as the best work of 

Indian fiction till date. 

 The storyline juxtaposes the lives of two 

different yet intertwined families, one Indian, one 

English, and uses this structure to question the 

boundaries between both peoples and the 

geographical settings they inhabit. The story, 

which shifts from London to Calcutta to Dhaka, is 

told through the point of view of a contemporary 

Indian male, although the real luminaries of the 

plot are the young man’s grandmother and his 

cousin Tridib. The anonymous narrator recounts 

in flashback the people and places Tridib had 

described to him twenty years before, and the 

heady life of modern London that signified the 

centre of their universe. 

 Inhabiting that world more specifically is the 

quirky yet congenial Price clan, whose ties to both 

India and the narrator’s family stretch back 

decades. Another plot element also related in 

flashback is the grandmother’s return to her native 

Dhaka, accompanied by Tridib and his lover May 

Price. The journey takes place during a period of 

sectarian strife between Muslim and Hindu 

elements after part of India had been partitioned 

off to become East Pakistan (now Bangladesh). 

The tragic fate that befalls Tridib on this trek is the 

mystery that the narrator eventually unravels. 

 The Shadow Lines refers to the blurred lines 

between nations, land, and families, as well as 

within one’s own self-identity. Ghosh depicts the 

characters of the novel as caught between two 

worlds, and the struggle to come to terms with 

both their present lives as well as their past, forms 

the core of the narrative. May Price, for instance, 

is and upper-class Anglo by birth yet also a 

woman keenly attuned to the conditions under 

which most of the world’s population exists- she 

sleeps on a thin mattress on a floor and fasts one 

day a week because “it occurred to me a few years 

ago that it might not be an entirely bad idea to go 

without something every once in a while.”(22) 

Another example is the narrator’s cousin Ila, 

whose upbringing abroad as the daughter of a 

diplomat has given her a cultural identity crisis as 

an adult. Ghosh’s tale dramatizes the inner 

conflicts of the juxtaposition of dissimilar yet 

related cultures, as well as the outward conflicts 

between friends and families that have been 

inflicted by geopolitical discord. 

 Critical reaction to The Shadow Lines was 

more favourable than for Ghosh’s first level. 

Maria Couto of the Times Literary Supplement 

remarked that ‘Ghosh has found his own 

distinctive voice- polished and profound’, and 

deemed the work ‘a compelling novel, wistful in 

its tone, assured in its achieved vision’. In a review 

of the volume for the Washington, Post Book 

World, S. P. Somtow faulted the dizzying aspect 

of the complex narrative, maintaining ‘the novel 

often disintegrates into a kind of meandering, 

pseudo- poetic blather’. New York Times Review 

critic Edward Hower lauded Ghosh’s 

characterizations, nothing that ‘what is finally 

most impressive is the eloquence of the author’s 

perceptions about his characters,’ and concluded 

that with The Shadow Lines, Ghosh establishes 

himself as an accomplished artist, a master of style 

and insight. 

 The success of The Shadow Lines lies in its 

genuine, humanist, impulse to surmount the 

problems of political and cultural division in 

India, difficulties that, for Ghosh, stem from the 
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inflexible and absolutist principles of division that 

presently organize such an identity. 

 In this respect, then, The Shadow Lines 

exemplifies the multilateral, productive dynamics 

of diaspora for its evocation of an 'intervening 

space' in which a new 'transnational and 

translational sense of the hybridity of imagined 

communities' will displace the polarising violence 

associated with ideas of a 'pure, "ethnically 

cleansed" national identity'.  

 Amitav Ghosh’s works present the universal 

truth that human society is divided into several 

sections and sub-sections though human beings 

are the same in nature and emotions all over the 

world. Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs have shown 

exemplary unity time and again, but the fanatics 

have turned them into enemies. So is the case of 

nationalism. The home planet has been divided by 

national boundaries drawn on a map, but the 

cultural unity cannot be divided by these shadowy 

lines. People in Bangladesh and Bengal have 

regard for Tagore and other Bengali heroes. They 

have the same language, same dresses and the 

same thought process. 

 Bangladesh was carved out of Bengal but this 

man-made division has not affected the cultural 

unity of the people. Bengalis are Bengalis in both 

the countries. Even religions cannot restrain 

people from being united, since love does not 

admit of any obstacles. The Chowdhury and the 

Prices get united in the bonds of marriage in spite 

of their different religions. Hindus, Sikhs and 

Muslims evinced spirit of unity on several 

occasions. When Mu-i-Mubarak, a hair of prophet 

Mohammad was brought to Kashmir and installed 

at the picturesque Hazratbal mosque, Kashmiris of 

all faiths and religions, Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, 

Buddhists, marched in thousands from every part 

of Kashmir to get a glimpse of the relic.  

 The writer observes that the planet earth is 

one entity. It is divided into states and countries 

and regions by politicians. Life goes peacefully 

and smoothly all over, except when a war breaks 

out. The narrator drew a circle with Khulna as the 

centre and Srinagar on the circumference, to 

discover that the map of South Asia would not be 

big enough. He drew another circle which had 

Milan as its centre and 1200 miles as its radius. 

These circles revealed the truth “that within this 

circle there were only states and citizens; there 

were no people at all”. (Ghosh 78) Thus the writer 

has proved historically and geographically that the 

world is a home of all the people. Only politics 

and politicians have divided it into small water-

tight compartments in which the humanity is 

being choked to death.   

 Tagore once said: “A country is not territorial, 

but ideational.” (23)This is the theme of these 

novel in which manmade boundaries on the map 

are mere shadow lines. 
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Abstract  
 In the circumstances of India or any other developing/under developed countries, Eco-feminism is essential to reveal the 

exploitations and invasions over our ecology and its resources by the developed countries in the names of proliferation and 
urbanization. At the same way, gender issues can be queried and examined by looking into our bond towards nature, other living 

creatures and the opposite sex/sexual minorities. Eco-feminism as an belief and movement finds that the oppression of women is 
spun to the oppression of nature with the same masculine centered mental outlooks and practices regarding to the patriarchal 

society. Eco-feminism has its roots in literature also. In my research, I would be concentrating on the selected novels of Sarah 
Joseph and Anita Nair, which are enriched with the core of eco-feminism especially with its post-colonial origin in the Indian socio-
political and cultural atmosphere, as a means of resistance to the attack of land and life, towards the longing for the possibility of 

an eco-friendly and gender just world order. The prominent objective of my present study is inquiry and interpretation of the textual 
and conceptual scent of eco-feminism in brief in the selected novels of Sarah Joseph and Anita Nair. To achieve this, it is vital to 

explore relevant eco-feminist theories and outlooks through a detailed and broad literature survey. 

Keywords: Eco-feminism, Eco-feminist literary criticism, Novels of Sarah Joseph, Novels of Anita Nair, Feminism. 

 

Introduction  

 In the circumstances of India or any other 

developing/under developed countries, Eco-

feminism is essential to reveal the exploitations 

and invasions over our ecology and its resources 

by the developed countries in the names of 

proliferation and urbanization. At the same way, 

gender issues can be queried and examined by 

looking into our bond towards nature, other living 

creatures and the opposite sex/sexual minorities. 

The marginalized are the first prisoners of any 

form of destruction or disasters; therefore, 

examining this connection is imoratant. 

Marginalisation develops to form a multiple 

layered form when some of the mixtures like 

women, children, disabled, poor, black and dalit 

intersect. Vandana Shiva in her book, Staying 

Alive: Women, Ecology and Survival in India, 

disapproves the western ideology of enhancement 

and its negative forces on women and nature in 

the third world countries. She signals this paternal 

Western concept of enhancement as “mal 

development as it is least concerned with the 

comfort of all human beings and other living 

creatures disadvantaged of their position in the 

society. In the book Eco-feminism, Vandana Shiva 

and Maria Mies criticize the current theories and 

practices and suggest a practical as well as 

ideological eco-feminist perspectives rooted in 

sustainability to practice in everyday life.  

 Eco-feminism has its root in literature also. 

Eco-criticism and feminist literary criticism have 

provided to the linguistic as well as literary aspects 

of theories and ideologies in literature. Eco-

feminist literary criticism is not recent, but still it is 

at a sensitive stage. In my paper, I would be 

concentrating on the selected novels of Sarah 

Joseph and Anita Nair, which are enriched with 

the scent of eco-feminism, especially with its post-

colonial origin in the Indian socio-political and 

cultural atmosphere, as a means of resistance to 

the attack of land and life, towards the dream for 

the possibility of an eco-friendly and gender-just 

world order. The prominent objective of my 

present study is inquiry and interpretation of the 

textual and conceptual essence of eco-feminism in 

brief in the selected novels of Sarah Joseph and 

Anita Nair. To achieve this, it is important to 

explore relevant eco-feminist theories and 

outlooks through a detailed literature survey. This 

study efforts to focus on the selected novels of 

Anita Nair and translated novels of Sarah Joseph, 

which are written on the hypothesis that 

empowerment of women is the eventual and 
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essential necessity. The novels boost the 

fundamental issue of the impact of invasion 

(social, political, economic and psychological) on 

women and environment, in an eco-feminist view. 

It searches to bring out the major eco-feminist 

theories, especially in the Indian circumstances 

and tries to inquiry the novels with the light of 

that. This research area is not widely researched so 

far. It is, thus, a new and original area to be 

explored. The present research work is versatile in 

character, and its extent is indeed wide. .  

 

The Hypothetical Background  

 Eco-feminism as a belief and movement finds 

that the oppression of women is spun to the 

oppression of nature with the same masculine 

centered a mental outlooks and practices linked to 

the paternal society. Gradually, it has grown out 

of the explanation of mere women and 

environment. The late 20th century has 

recognized Eco-feminism as a movement that 

talks for women, environment and all the 

marginalized groups, including odd persons. 

There are three major groups of ecofeminism, 

which are of prime prominent in explaining the 

connection between woman and nature. 

Cultural/Spiritual Eco-feminism attentions on the 

natural connection between women and nature as 

unshared and unique and holds the concept of 

“Mother Earth and “femininity of nature. 

Vandana Shiva expains in her book Staying Alive: 

Women, Ecology and Survival in India that  

 “Forests have always been central to Indian 

civilization. They have been worshipped as 

Aranyani, the Goddess of the Forest, the primary 

source of life and fertility, and the forest as a 

community has been viewed as a model for 

societal and civilizational evolution. The diversity, 

harmony and self-sustaining nature of the forest 

formed the organizational principles guiding 

Indian civilization; the aranya samskriti (roughly 

translatable as 'the culture of the forest' or 'forest 

culture') was not a condition of primitiveness, but 

one of conscious choice.” (Shiva, 53)  

 In the essay “Toward a queer eco-feminism”, 

Greta Gaard mentions that The aim of this essay 

is to display that to be truly broad, any theory of 

eco-feminism must take into examination of the 

findings of queer theory. Similarly, queer theory 

must grants the findings of ecofeminism. To this 

end, the essay analyzes various junctions between 

eco-feminism and queer theory, there by showing 

as a self-governing, ecological society beholds as 

the goal of eco-feminism will, of necessity, be a 

society that codes sexual diversity and the erotic. 

 

Novel of Sarah Joseph  

 Sarah Joseph is recognized to be one among 

the most famos contemporary female writers in 

Kerala, India. She has written six novels and a 

number of short stories, even though her literary 

career started by writing poems. She is considered 

to have provided “Ecriture Feminine‟  stream in 

Malayalam Literature, which means “Women,s 

writing. It is pursued as a movement, which tiled 

the platform for women writers and critics to meet 

and form a kinship. Sarah Joseph is recognized to 

be the God-Mother of this movement in Kerala. 

Being a Feminist, activist and Malayalam 

Professor by profession, she has founded 

Manushi- an management of thinking women. 

She employs the whole field of Gender Theories 

through artistic writing. Her writing spotlights on 

the marginalized, deprived, misinterpret and 

misused women as well as environment. Sarah 

Joseph’s first novel Aalahayude Penmakkal was 

published in 1999, which grasped prestigious 

awards like Central Sahitya Akademy award, 

Kerala Sahithya Academy award and Vayalar 

Award. She has published Maattathi and Othappu 

in 2003 and 2005 respectively so as to form a 

trilogy. Othappu has been translated into English 

by Valson Thampu which earned Vodafone 

Crossword Translation Award in 2009. Her fifth 

novel Aathi and its English translation Gift in Green 

were written and published simultaneously in 

2011. The Vigil is translation of her novel 

Oorukaaval planted on the character Angada from 

Ramayana. For the present study, I have taken a 

novel of Sarah Joseph which are translated into 

English. The Scent of the Other Side: This novel 

describes the story of a woman unveiled; both 

literally and metaphorically. It is the enthusiastic 

search of a woman for her sexuality and 

spirituality and the relation between those two 

seemingly contradicting aspects. Through the 

conflicts and awareness of the protagonist 
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Margalitha, Sarah Joseph proposes that awareness 

of womanhood is a spiritual process and human 

spirituality could prosper through feminine 

virtues. It is an announcement to the invasion of 

institutionalized trade in the name of God, 

religion and spirituality. The novel queries how 

one’s own calling could be routed to light the 

inner flame through realizing the soul of 

womanhood and selfhood. It surveys the 

possibility to accomplish spirituality naturally 

through the ceremony of womanhood, body and 

sexuality, rather than denying their needs and 

essence. Margalitha’s desire for finding godliness 

outside the closets of convent and releasing herself 

to the nature and natural life processes is described 

and blended with the concept of eco-feminism.  

 When she left Kasseessas house and was 

abandoned from the society, she decided to go to 

the woods to meet Father Augustine. The 

peaceful, healing environment of wilderness helps 

her to ease pain and move forward in life. She 

builds love to Karikkan, proclaiming her feelings 

towards him and nurses Naanu who has evoked 

motherliness in her. She has brought back fragile 

Naanu to life by supporting him with more to the 

pure, cosmic nature. She also observes 

Augustine’s struggle to construct a water reservoir 

uphill for marginalized people living there who 

have risk in getting drinking water. This evidently 

brings a spark in Margalitha to face the world 

boldly and confidently for choosing a life for 

herself 

 

Novel of Anita Nair  

 Anita Nair is a Bengaluru settled author and 

ex-columnist from Kerala. She has written various 

novels, short stories, collection of poems, 

children‟ s stories and travelogues. She is popular 

for her novel Ladies Coupe (2001), which was 

translated into more than twenty-five languages all 

over the world. It has described the lives of six 

women who happened to share a coupe in a 

railway compartment. Her major novels are on 

woman, environment and empowerment that I 

have taken for the present paper is a novel, The 

Better Man (2000) which is majorly written in the 

hypothesis of Kerala like Sarah Joseph’s works. 

The Better Man: Anita Nair’s first novel describes 

the story of Mukundan, who after retired from 

Government service, has returned to his native 

place in Kerala. The novel evidences his voyage 

through memories, sorrow and revelations. He 

takes back his old house where all his childhood 

memories lay and makes Bhasi, an outcast painter, 

to help him with the restoration, which begins 

questions on his evolution to become a better man 

like his father. Anita Nair’s character depiction, 

expressions and plot make the novel rich and 

earthy. The novel also points out on one’s 

connection to his/her land and legacies and the 

attachment which continues for a life time. The 

major female characters in the novel, they are 

controlled and abused life, their yet obtained 

boldness and actualization are described along 

with the unsafe and confused life of Mukundan. 

Anita Nair, as a person, relies on that there are no 

specific connection between women and nature 

that men do not possess. She, ideologically, does 

not hold any kind of essentialism, but feels that 

women are more troubled by both the positive and 

negative forces of nature. According to her, 

“[W]hether it is environmental protection or 

anything, women are the primary agents of 

change. Whatever rules are made, ultimately, 

women are the practitioners of change as they are 

engaged with the daily aspects of life in a daily 

basis…..[W]omen, whether they belong to rural or 

urban areas, they can initiate change.” (Krishna 

and Jha, 148)  

 

Conclusion  

 Sarah Joseph and Anita Nair are not only 

finely coiled various eco-feminism and feminist 

theories in their novels, but also searching 

possibilities and answers for authorization of 

women and environment. They clearly illustrate 

before us the irreparable aftermaths that can 

sprout from the oppression of women and nature 

and extend to the future like a terminal disease, 

which can put the whole development and 

technology which man has build till this date, into 

question. They also implies that only through 

changing our day-to-day relationships and acts 

towards more balance and sustainability, we can 

contribute to the fortune and overall 

empowerment of the whole ecological system. The 

literary aspects of these novels have to be 
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investigated in detail, by liberating them from the 

limitations of a research paper. The linguistic links 

can also be recognized and examined for a deeper 

study.  
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Abstract 

 Githa Hariharan’s observation of society is that of eagles. She has given life to her observation with the help of “pen.” Her 
“pen” has skillfully curved the same. Her writings show her keen observation and her ability to present it in black and white. This 

makes Githa Hariharan a unique nature. Her observations are absolutely put forth in her novel When Dreams Travel. Reading 
the novel makes one to visualize the scenes oneself. Her success depends on the presentation of the society with fictitious characters. 
The name of the characters may be fictitious but the struggles faced by them are real.  

 

Introduction  

 Among the various approaches to literature, 

the sociological approach offers us a new 

perspective to look at art and literature. 

Sociologists tend to analyze social phenomena 

entirely at different levels and also from different 

perspectives. From concrete interpretations to 

sweeping generalizations of society and social 

behavior, sociologists examine from specific 

incidents to the “big picture” (a work of art). Their 

exploration includes social stratification, social 

class, culture, social mobility, religion, 

secularization, law and deviance. It also focuses 

more subjects including health medial, penal 

institutions, the internet or the role of social 

activity. Therefore sociology’s major role is to 

investigate human social life. Sociological study is 

conducted at two levels; macro and micro. Micro 

level is a large scale social process whereas Micro 

is a small group face-to-face interactions level. 

This shows that literature is a social action or 

social conflict. In this way a social outlook can be 

followed to analyze the various aspects of an 

author’s social approach towards women’s 

problems in the society.  

 Then it is further explored that women are 

compared with scapegoats which stands in front of 

God (men think themselves as God) for offerings. 

From this it is clear that women have no rights to 

live for themselves as scapegoats do. It helps us to 

understand the real situation of women in the 

hellish society. The writers like Shashe Despande, 

Shobha De, Arundhathi Roy, Anita Desai, 

Nayantara Sahgal have skillfully brought out 

sociological theory in their works. But Githa 

Hariharan is the best among them. 

 In When Dreams Travel, Githa Hariharan 

brings forth the real face of women through the 

major character, Shahrzad who is the mother of 

raconteur. In her interview, she described the 

genesis of the novel in the following words, 

 “When Dreams Travel began, with the mother 

of all storytellers, Shahrzad. But the real entry 

point into the novel came as the next step. I saw in 

the darkness surrounding Shahrzad, a silent 

accomplice and sister, Dunyazad. I knew my 

voice could not be grafted onto Shahrzad:  

I needed a silent space to fill up, a voiceless 

woman to be made articulate. I hit upon the idea 

of the “sisters and descendants of Shahrzad.” 

(Shubashree 378) 

 The story opens with the traditional theatrical 

pattern of raising the curtain to disclose the events 

of the past- the stories of the Arabian Nights and 

the description about the city and its tyrannical 

rulers. Moreover it is not the fathom of the 

celebrated oriental classic that haunts Githa 

Hariharan’s novel. Githa Hariharan is a typical 

writer who not only focuses at the centre-stage 
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alone but also brings forth what happens beyond 

the limits of the stage.  

 Githa Hariharan, through her works, makes 

an attempt to make the world happier by offering 

justice to women. When Dreams Travel is one 

among them. Moreover it is noted that, “The 

promise of sociology( Berger 1963) is to illuminate 

the social world such that people can understand it 

and help themselves to a life lived with greater 

efficacy, a greater ability to understand and 

control their lives.”(Matson 3) Sharad 

Srinivasta has clearly pointed out that, “In pseudo 

moral system of male dominated society, a 

woman has been the victim of male hypocrisy, 

exploitation and violence since the earliest times 

but she could not freely narrate or openly discuss 

these experiences.”(Srivastava 1) 

 Githa Hariharan portrayed her women 

characters as liberated, modern and revolting 

against the system. Hence Dunyazad’s revolt 

against the sultan is of the same kind. Her 

characters are not merely imagination; they are 

purely original. Githa Hariharan brings forth her 

women characters as an embodiment of real 

women. Githa Hariharan’s success highly depends 

on her depiction about women’s problems.  

 Till date the safety of women is questioned. 

Parents are afraid to send their daughters outside. 

Women are sexually and mentally harassed. 

Women feel insecure while going outside alone. 

Though a lot of amendments are done, the safety 

of women is questioned.  

 “Dilshad had often heard that the night is 

dangerous for the traveller, particularly for a 

woman. Her own experience was that it is the 

afternoon which is treacherous, that hour after the 

midway meal when the sun’s glare deceives the 

footsore traveller in a myriad way.” (WDT, Page 

162) 

Women have also since the earliest times, 

centered nature but they could not talk about 

them. With the emergence of the feminist 

movement in the west, the emancipated women 

started freely discussing such experiences in their 

autobiographies.”(1) 

 Githa Hariharan presents her women 

characters as modern and revolting against the 

corrupted system. Hence, Dunyazad’s revolt 

against Shahzaman’s dead is the phenomenal 

growth of women in an imbalanced male 

dominated society. 

 Githa Hariharan has effectively described 

about the male dominated social system in the 

novel. Men think that women’s duty is to be silent, 

obedient, faithful, and chaste and so on. Men have 

a skeptical notion that women are incapable of 

making right decisions. Women can be called 

prophets. They think about the present and the 

future as well. They plan for the times to come. 

They save for the future. They guess the problems 

that may arise in the future. They always alert 

men. They are all problem-solvers.  

 From this Githa Hariharan brings out the 

oppression of women in the society. She gives a 

vivid picture of how women have been treated in 

our society. From this, Githa Hariharan puts forth 

an appeal to her readers to understand the 

condition of women in our society. We can say 

that comparing with the traditional societies in the 

modern era; the suppression prevails on a small 

scale. It is because of the rights for women’s 

education, her ability to earn and support the 

family herself, extensive civil and political rights 

and so on. 

 The novel is a protest against portraying 

women as lustful objects whose mere aim is to 

trap and befool men.  
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Abstract 
 The paper tends to prove that Vikram Seth is a multivalent citizen of the world. He proves this through his works. While 

reading his works, we come to know his wide range of knowledge of the society. He touches all aspects of the world (literary world as 
well). Through this we come to know that he is a versatile genius in handling any subjects. It is indeed a difficult task to label a 

polymath writer like Seth. He has lived in three continents and written in a variety of genres. 

 

Introduction 

 Multivalence according to Postmodern 

Dictionary means having various meanings or 

values. The term Multivalence is derived from 

chemistry, where it denominates those atoms 

competent of combining with other atoms in 

multiple combinations, or having many degrees of 

valency. Univalent atom possesses a single 

combining characteristic; and the word 

"ambivalent" has the same etymological root. 

Univalence in fiction is fundamentally what 

learners mean when they speak of authorial 

intrusiveness, or any other device by which a 

single, unambivalent narrative standpoint 

dominates, and thus embodies the ethics of the 

book. Narrative ambivalence occurs when quite a 

few perspectives merge, creating moral confusion. 

The multiple perspectives on moral reality offered 

by multivalent art transcend both the sanctity 

accorded univalence and the frenzied ambivalence 

of such writers as William Burrough. 

 One of the prominent phenomena of twentieth 

century fiction is the extent to which it has become 

extended. Forster gave the term "novel" one 

meaning when he defined it as a prose work in 

fiction of a certain extent. But many novels have 

moved beyond "certain" to become "indefinite". 

For since the novel has become psychological and 

open, the novelist who would cease the stream of 

his fiction finds that it has no necessary ending, 

that it goes on multiplying perceptions and 

possibilities often into numerous or many 

volumes. 

 ‘Multivalence’ as a double edged term is 

applied equally to multiple ways of viewing and to 

multiple ways of being seen. Works like the 'Sound 

and the Fury' or 'Absalom, Absalom!' or 'As I Lay 

Dying', for example, offers a series of partial views 

of events and each view is both compelling and 

undercut to a large extent.  

 Though employing different narrative 

techniques, multivalent works offer a multiplicity 

of exclusive perspectives. Each perspective is self-

conscious and insufficient, but is still possible way 

of envisaging a truth, that remains in a flux even 

while one seeks to recognize and define it. The 

technically least interesting modern novels are 

either multivalent only in the simplest of ways or 

else only it appears that multivalent. To a great 

extent, the morally and aesthetically richest are 

multivalent in both senses of the term.  

 That there are multiple ways of viewing the 

multivalent novel does not of course, nullify any 

one of them. Antinomies involve multivalence; not 

an amoral relativism but a multi-moral, pluralistic 

flux in which disparate and irreconcilable voices 

all claim (with some legitimacy) to speak with the 

rights and perquisites of authorial privilege. In 

general the modernity of multivalent fiction results 

from a double self-consciousness that of an 

engaging and multiply viewed narrator or implied 

author, and that of the novel itself seemingly 
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obsessed with its own identity as a work of art and 

its relationship to those who experience it. 

 In Lyotard's philosophy according to Dr. 

William Schultz in The Ambivalence of our 

Postmodern Condition states that, the postmodern 

is ambivalent insofar as its products bring us both 

good and evil, the technology of nuclear power is 

not possible without that of nuclear bombs. 

Secondly, it is ambivalent insofar as Lyotard 

understands the word 'postmodern' to apply to the 

whole range of contemporary culture, from 

everyday social life to Science and Art. Quite often 

Lyotard writes negatively about the postmodernity 

of popular culture but positively about the 

postmodernity of high culture (art, science, 

philosophy etc). Thirdly, the term seems 

ambivalent in the sense of confusion. Lyotard 

intends to use it the prefix "post" in a way different 

from the way it is usually used. He insists that 

postmodern signifies not the end of modernism; it 

is a new thinking in relation to modernism (Patel 

1-2) 

 Lyotard's most general and most quoted 

definition of postmodernism is the "incredulity to 

metanarratives", the crisis of modernity, the type 

of thinking replicated on metanarratives or grand 

narratives and the rewriting of modernity. 

 Modernism begins to refuse or mislay its 

credibility when there is increased communication 

between different cultures of the world during the 

nineteenth century. Lyotard seems to be thinking 

that, even though the weaker and less advanced 

cultures were always effectively assimilated, the 

numerous and worldwide struggles with the 

European grand narratives made them suspect and 

pointed to their deficiencies which less advanced 

cultures did not have to suffer. 

 The end of modernism causes three kinds of 

social disorder or culture vacumn : loss of 

community bonds, loss of personal identity and 

loss of the sense of the reality of objects. The loss 

of community bonds has been described 

extensively in various works on modern life. For 

example the nineteenth century workers still 

knows neighbours; does not travel far to work and 

experience united to fellow workers in the 

common cause for better conditions. In contrast, 

these bonds are broken when the twentieth century 

workers often do not know the neighbours, travel 

far to work which reduces the time spent with the 

family and no longer has the aspiration to struggle 

for better working conditions. 

 A related type of cultural vacumn is the loss of 

personal identity. Routine work of all kinds 

destroys initiative, redirects desire away from the 

product of work and toward money, which 

increasingly comes to seem random because the 

link between labour and reward – the object of 

consumption - becomes indirect and all but 

forgotten. 

 The terms ‘Nation’ and ‘Identity’ are very 

important in the study of diaspora literature. While 

thinking about the concept of nation and identity, 

it becomes necessary to investigate the way of 

living life and human existence, in the past and 

present. Problems of the nation, identity, national 

identity, individual identity, etc are the recent 

needs, which have surfaced, which were never 

experienced by mankind in the past. The life that 

people lived in the past was mainly introvert with 

themselves and their families. It was a life more 

given to the spiritual aspects and with less possible 

material needs. The question of the nation and 

national identity was neither experienced nor 

imagined by mankind in prehistoric ages. 

However, those primitive values, the way of life, 

the need for life and objectives of life have entirely 

undergone a change and notions like the nation, 

nation states, national identity have emerged. The 

20th century observed scientific progress, and it 

also created a need for migration and mobility, in 

search of improved existence and more 

sophistication. With large-scale migration and 

mobility, the problems of nation and identity got 

new magnitudes, particularly in this LPG age. The 

immigrant has to think about his or her identity in 

the new environment and surroundings. The issues 

that surface raises numerous questions like does a 

person who knows to a new land, cease to be a 

native of his native land? There is one more point 

of view of looking at, and that is in the form of our 

oriental faith, that wherever a person goes, he 

cannot cut off himself from his roots. Migration 

and mobility, according to this belief may bring a 

change in the dress, language and way of living life 

but the spirit remains the same. The real problem 

of nation and identity emerges when such 

expatriate finds himself nowhere, even in the 
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middle of the ocean of the human beings. He fails 

to detach himself from his original roots and 

similarly fails to plant himself in the land of new 

culture. Sometimes the land of that new culture 

does not accept him fully, and such a state creates 

in him the feeling of nowhereness that is nothing 

but the problem of nation and identity. 

Psychologically, every person wants to be 

acknowledged, in other words, the problem of 

nation and identity is associated with the human 

sense of belonging. One wants to accept and to be 

accepted. Whenever, any interruption takes place 

in this need, the problem of belonging emerges. It 

is not essential for one to take it for granted that 

the problem of nation and identity take place in 

the life of person only when he accepts migration 

and mobility. Since, it is a psychological feeling; 

there is a probability of its experience even within 

his native land. 

 Indian English fiction in fact achieved a new 

height of its excellence at international level with 

two important events; the publication of Salman 

Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children in 1989 and the 

publication of Vikram Seth’s The Golden Gate in 

1986. The arrival of these two books opened the 

gates of western readability and marketability of 

Indian fiction. It heralded a new era in Indian 

fiction. Rushdie uses English in a playful and live 

manner, mixing it up with other Indian languages, 

whereas Seth continues the old tradition of Indian 

English writing with his use of ‘Standard English’.  

 Seth is an experimentalist. He marks a 

departure from other Indian writers in several 

ways. Every new book of Seth creates a fresh 

departure in form as well as in content. He has 

dealt with variegated genres of literature; poetry, 

travelogue, libretto, novel, biographic memoir etc. 

Each book is set in different cultural landscape and 

breaks the ground in terms of form and genre. 

However, whatever form he uses, with whatever 

locales he deals with he finds himself at ease. He 

wrote some excellent poetry in perfect meter and 

rhyme, he was the first Indian writer to write a 

verse novel, he wrote a classically realistic novel 

set in India of 1950s and finally he dealt with a 

modernist love story of a musician, setting the 

whole story in the musical world of Baath and 

Beethoven in England.’ GJV Prasad in his Vikram 

Seth : An Anthology Of Recent Criticism (2004) finds 

difficult to place such a talented and promising 

writer “in the fast forming canons of Indian 

English Fiction or the Third World Novel or the 

English Novel or even in the contemporary Novel 

(from around the World).”  

 The study of literary works in modern times is 

conditioned on the concept of national 

categorization. National boundaries are 

understood as the base to categorize a writer. But 

in today’s time literature grounded in international 

migration cut across the familiar geographical 

boundaries. Such literature challenges the basic 

assumption of category of a writer. The literary 

works of migrating authors between the East 

(Asia, Africa and Oceania) and the West (Europe, 

America) poses the major issue of placing them in 

the literary canons. Europe’s former colonies 

became independence and it became common to 

refer them as ‘Third World’ countries. With rise of 

the notion of ‘globalization’, the migratory flow 

increased and this rise gave birth to some new 

categories of literary writers. However, in placing 

all such migrated writers their ‘homeland’ plays an 

important role.  

 In the case of a writer like Seth there is a 

constant shift in his ‘literary citizenship’. He has 

radically changed the game genre and milieu with 

every book be has written. It is this shift that 

makes him a literary puzzle. He moves with ease 

from medieval Chinese poetry in ‘From Heaven 

Lake’ to Californian poetry in The Golden Gate and 

from a typical Indian story teller in A Suitable Boy 

to the European narrator of An Equal Music. 

Though he has been awarded Thomas Cook 

Travel Book Award (1983), Commonwealth 

Poetry Prize (1985), Sahitya Academy Award 

(1986), Commonwealth Writers Prize and WH 

Smith Literary Award (1994). Ehtnic and 

Multicultural Media Award (2001), it is not 

surprising that there is no canon or category which 

could accommodate him satisfactorily. However 

Seth himself defies any type of categorization. 

Perhaps that is why his work does not give a 

structured picture. He has always rejected any 

attempt to theorize his unique position. In his 

introduction to The Collected Poems (1995), he 

argues that, ‘while it is useful to categorize a writer 
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in order to analyze him, it is not something that a 

writer necessarily subscribes to or enjoys. These 

imaginative categories are fascinating but in the 

final analysis irrelevant.” In a television interview 

with Meenakshi Mukharjee also he insisted the 

same by saying that, “he was just a writer, not an 

Indian or a commonwealth or any kind of writer.” 

Thus as a writer Seth asserts his creative freedom. 

His is the voice of a Humanist. His concerns are 

common human beings. His works do not deal 

with any issues of cultural conflicts or identity 

crisis. His liberal humanism can be noticed in his 

espousal or nuclear disarmament movement and 

the issue of homosexuality in The Golden Gate and 

Nehruvian political perspective in A Suitable Boy. 

What interest him most is an individual. He sees, 

“All men Were brothers within enclosing seas.” 

(Humble Administrator’s Garden) He goes back to 

unfashionably traditional forms such as the 

realistic novel. At the same he deals with the 

quotidian and the ordinary. He asserts his 

independence in his choice of form and theme. His 

thematic concerns are many. Thus, a blend of 

conservations (traditional) and independence at a 

time, experimentation and orthodoxy in modes of 

form, makes if difficult to place him in any 

particular category. His name was indexed under 

the category of ‘North American Indian Writings’ 

by Tapping in ‘Reading Literature of the Asian 

Americans’. His inclusion in this category is due to 

his only novel, The Golden Gate, wholly set in 

California. Tapping while discussing the thematic 

preoccupations of North American Asian writers, 

mentions that these writers generally the trauma of 

transportation into an alien context, the process of 

reformation, anxiety over the loss of homeland 

and protest against racial marginalization. 

However Seth does not deal with any of these 

themes in his work. In his earlier poems, Mappings, 

he presents a desire to record history before 

entering in the West. In neither of his two novels, 

The Golden Gate and An Equal Music he does not 

deal with any kind of dilemma of rootlessness. Nor 

does he present any issue of cultural conflict.  

 The fact is that on whatever theme Seth 

writers, at whatever the place may be he 

completely gets immersed in it. His involvement 

with the situation is not confined to that particular 

time only; it extends its way to understand the 

whole structure by relating it to its past. Thus he 

deals with the subject or situation in its totality. 

Such a talented writer may seem ‘Euro-centric’ 

while he writes a novel wholly set in Europe. 

When he takes India as the setting of his classical 

realistic novel A Suitable Boy, no one can challenge 

his Indian sensibility. The peculiarity of his writing 

is due to the fact that he feels at home in every 

land. In today’s world the cross-continental 

mobility has become easier. Seth has lived in three 

continents – Asia, America and Europe and 

traveled a lot. For such a traveler, the concept of 

home is quite different from that of the old one.  

 Thus Seth has won recognition as a versatile 

writer. It is indeed a difficult task to label a 

polymath writer like Seth. He has lived in three 

continents and written in a variety of genres. Seth's 

The Golden Gate made him the first writer of Indian 

Diaspora to enter the field of international writers 

and to leave an unforgettable mark in the global 

literary panorama.  
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Abstract 
 In the last two decades, so many books have been published in English about English language in general and English 
Language Teaching in particular. These books view the subject differently by presenting a plethora of voices trying to liberalize 
themselves from the clutches of traditional methods of teaching. The innovation that the researcher talks in the paper pertains both 

to methodology and materials used in language teaching. Moreover, this article brings out the subtle distinction between the 
scholarly perception of language as treated in research and pedagogy. The argument advances as the paper proceeds with trends of 

education with specific reference to the Indian scenario, methodologies adopted, the bygone methods, the peer practice, the present 

trend, new teaching design, new devices, the need for change, the ICT and English language and also the CALL.  

 

Introduction 

General Trend 

 English language teaching has undergone 

tremendous changes over the years, especially the 

last ten years. Students are burdened with 

studying, learning and grasping the materials, and 

of course, lectures with the collection of relevant 

information from prescribed texts. Many career 

alternatives once regarded insignificant are 

gaining importance at present such as 

communication skills, soft skills, technical skills, 

interpersonal skills, ICT literacy etc. The need for 

chiseled graduates to merge successfully in the 

tough competition of survival in the global market 

is in great demand nowadays. For this, a change 

in the trend especially the teaching learning 

process of English language has to undergo a 

transition for the betterment. Seasons change, 

fashion changes, attitudes of human beings 

change but it is disheartening to note that in the 

last century English curriculum has hardly 

undergone any change.  

 

Methodologies Adapted During the Previous 

Years 

 Communication is the groundwork based on 

which any idea can progress and develop into a 

full fledged one. Without that, sustenance in any 

field is impossible. Some of the (recent) trends in 

the ELT are quite apparent while the others are 

still to make their presence felt. Some are yet to 

come into existence and therefore subject to 

evolution and change. During the last decade, 

various crucial factors have combined to affect the 

current ideologies of teaching of English such as 

the ineffective methodologies, unsuitable 

materials, integration of contextualized teaching, 

over emphasis on multi language skills etc. 

Teachers who practiced Grammar Translation 

method during the previous decade solely relied 

on black board as the apt tool to impart 

communication skills and the nuances of English 

language. Later on, over head projectors, acted as 

another medium for the teacher dominated class 

room. Such teachers believed in the dictum of 

drill and practice. As such, audio tapes acted as 

medium of Audio-lingual method. In the later 

years of 1970’s, audio lingual method fell into 

disregard. During 1980‟ s and 1990‟ s, there was 

a sweeping change over the existing trends then, 

and more emphasis was laid on authentic and 

meaningful contextualized discourse.  

 

Content And Language Integrate Learning 

(CLIC) 

 The CLIC is an approach where the English 

teacher uses cross curricular content and so the 

students learn both the content and English. 

 Change in the Approach to Teaching 

Culture: Both the local or native and 

international culture dominates in English 

language classes. There is less focus on teaching 
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the culture of native speakers of English unless 

there is a specific purpose for doing so.  

 Changing the View of an English Teacher: It 

is increasingly being recognized that the quality or 

effectiveness of teachers is determined by their 

linguistic, teaching and intercultural competence 

rather than their being native speakers of English.  

 Change in Teaching Content and Test 

Design: Teachers use a range of local texts or 

English translations of literature in the classroom. 

The use of language as well as the use of a variety 

of accents in listening activities or tests is 

encouraged in the English language classroom.  

 E-Learning: With the proliferation of tablets 

and smart phones, it is believed that textbooks 

will disappear in a few years. Furthermore, the 

access to knowledge in terms of flexibility and 

mobility has changed drastically.  

 Strategic Teaching and Learning: Teaching 

in English language classes focuses on fostering 

the students thinking as well as language content, 

outcomes and learning activities. There are 

significant and complex student- teacher 

interactions inside and outside the classroom. The 

gammification of learning is emerging as a way to 

make language learning more engaging and 

relevant to the younger generation.  

 Teachers as Lifelong Learners: In a 

knowledge based society and to remain 

competitive and employable, teachers are 

expected to engage in a continuous professional 

development or the professional learning activities 

from the beginning to the end of their careers. As 

with any other profession, teachers are also 

expected to assume a greater responsibility for 

their own professional learning, continually 

developing their knowledge and skills. Apart from 

the abovementioned items, Andrian under Hill 

lists out the following as the recent trend which 

are very much prevalent in English language 

teaching. They are  

 Networking, interest and support groups.  

 Learner centeredness and learners needs. 

 Reflective practice and teacher learning.  

 Portfolio development for teachers.  

 Syllabus design /materials development.  

 Criticism of published materials.  

 English as an International language.  

 Corpora.  

 English Teaching and the ICT: The third 

dimension of globalization which is inseparable 

from English teaching is an advancement of 

Information and Communication Technology 

[ICT]. The field of the ELT has been deeply 

pervaded by the ICT. The easy access to 

technology has made information possible for 

enhancement of learning programme and about 

80% of it is in English (MC – Crum. R. et al., 

1986). At the outset, the English teachers regarded 

internet as one of the alternative media to teach 

language( Warschauer,1995). The followings are 

some of the ICT enabled teaching activities.  

 Computer Mediated English: English, has 

been undoubtedly the lingua franca of the 

internet. The Computer Mediated English uses 

the language as per convenience and not by 

convention. For instance, using a single letter or 

number for a word. For instance „c,‟  for „see‟ , 

„u‟  for „you‟  and „2‟  for „two‟ ; the use of 

acronyms like TTYL (talk to you later) WUATB 

(wish you all the best) ; using asterisks‟  *‟  for 

emphasis and emoticons for smile, for frown etc. 

Realizing its significance as a source of 

communication, the linguistic elements and 

discourse of Computer Mediated Communication 

(CMC) need a serious concern.  

 Computer Assisted Language Learning 

[Call]: Computer Assisted Language Learning is 

yet another manifestation of Computer Mediated 

Language Learning. The first phase of the CALL 

was conceived in 1950 and was implemented in 

1960s and 1970s. In this method, the computer 

gives a stimulus to the learner by being not a mere 

tool but also a tutor.  

 Web Based Learning: A web based learning 

also called technology based learning/distance 

learning/on line education/e learning is one of 

the fastest developing areas. It provides 

opportunities to create well–designed, learner–

centered, affordable, interactive, officiate, flexible 

e-learning environment (khan, 2005). There are 

thousands of English web based classes that offer 

trainings for a variety of basic language skills such 

as Learning, Speaking, Reading and Writing and 

are made interactive in a variety of ways. Some of 

the common technologies available for promotion 

of education are as follows:  

 E-mail: The students can correspond with 

native speakers of the target language using e mail 
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by creating a personal email account (g-mail, 

yahoo, hotmail, etc) which is free. The students 

can mail their home work to the teachers 

concerned and get it corrected in turn. The 

teacher can also provide revisions, feedback, 

suggestions for the betterment of every work and 

send them back.  

 Blogs: A blog is a personal or professional 

journal frequently updated for public 

consumption. The blogs enable uploading and 

linking the files which is very much suited to serve 

as on line personal journals for students. Pinkman 

(2005) indicates blogging becomes communicative 

and interactive when participants assume multiple 

roles in the writing process, as readers/reviewers 

who respond to other writers’ posts, and as 

writers-readers who, returning to their own posts, 

react to criticism of their own posts. The readers 

in turn can comment on what they read, although 

blogs can be placed in secured environments as 

well.  

 Skype: Every internet service has audio 

functions, and technological instruments like 

laptops with cameras. The students could 

communicate with their teachers and friends who 

are far away. Likewise, they could very well 

communicate with the speakers of native language 

and get their pronunciation checked so as to 

improve their speaking.  

 Mobile Phone: Learners can search for new 

words using dictionary option in the mobile 

phones and enrich their vocabulary. They may 

verify the spelling, pronunciation and usage of the 

specific word they searched for. Moreover, they 

can use Short Message Service (SMS) to send 

queries to their instructors and get their doubts 

cleared.  

 Ipods: Ipods, one of the multimedia devices, 

enhance the users to generate, deliver, exchange 

texts, image, audio and video scripts as per the 

requirement. The teachers send text messages and 

the students can read and answer to them. In 

addition to this, the students can record and listen 

to their speeches, poems, news, short stories etc. 

Thus, ipods give a chance to the learners of 

English to improve their listening, pronunciation, 

vocabulary, grammar and also writing.  

 The New Age Devices: This year, the 

Consumer Electronics Show (CES) which was 

held at Las Vegas, gave a glimpse of ground 

breaking devices purely meant for students. These 

showpieces’ ranged from 3D printers to smart 

watches. The youth's requirements are matched 

by a new age device, be it studies or social media, 

travel or portability. The media streaming devices 

like the Google chrome cast and the Rokku make 

group studies become interactive and 

presentations surprisingly fulfilled one. One has to 

stream the media on to a smart TV using s dongle. 

Another blessing is the e–reader for the on-the-

move generation. The all new- kindle paper white 

is a boon. Students can just tuck in the e- reader 

for easy reference. The portable document scanner 

like the Doxie Flip Cordless Flatbet Photo and 

notebook scanner are used to get the notes sorted. 

Other devices like copy and Olympus which have 

come with voice recorders can be utilized to 

record all the English lectures and be played as 

and when time permits. The laptop cooler like 

Thermapak's Heat shift could be used to cool the 

laptops after long hours of use especially during 

the CALL sessions for those who want to share 

data, notes, they would very well invest on a 

Maxell Air Stash Wireless Flash Drive (The 

Hindu, The Education Plus, 7th July, 2014)  

 

Conclusion 

 The traditional method lays more emphasis 

on a teacher himself and is teacher centered. 

Repetitive practice, mechanical drills and 

memorization are the hallmarks of the traditional 

methods. Wilkins (1976,2) calls a synthetic in 

which different parts of the language are taught 

separately and step by step so that acquisition is a 

process of gradual accumulation of parts until the 

whole structure of language has been built up. 

The autocratic or the authoritative role of the 

teacher which pertains to the long cherished 

traditional notion that pedagogic principles 

depend on how articulately a teacher teaches. It is 

imperative to understand the current trends and 

evaluative methods of the ELT. The theories and 

methods are constantly evolving in the ELT. The 

teachers of the ELT are aware of the best practices 

in teaching and learning English and how they 

can be made beneficial to the students. It is 

possible for every child to learn English in the 

most enjoyable manner if it is supplied with the 

right kind of materials and pedagogy produced by 

one's own native wisdom. A beautiful 
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combination of art and science, with a fine tune of 

as many tools as possible to the repertoire can 

help an ELT to excel in his/her field.  
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Abstract 
 The term Eco- Feminism is compounded of two familiar terms. Ecology and Feminism. The word Ecology is a scientific term 
referring to the study of organisms in their environments. It is a biological science dealing with the social behaviour, conservation 

and adaptation of organisms. Feminism is a movement to gain for women equal rights with men in social, political and economic 
fields. Feminism has amalgamated women in our society who have been historically exploited because of their gender. So, the term 
Eco- feminism has come to mean the study of women in their environments. 

 

Introduction 

 The God of Small Things is a plight of a 

women called Ammu divorced by her husband 

and neglected by her family members. Ammu is 

the daughter of Pappachi and Mammachi. Her 

brother Chacko. As a child, she had witnessed the 

cruelty of her father towards her mother. During 

her stay in Calcutta, she met her future husband. 

She fell in love with him and decided to marry 

him. She just informed her parents and got 

married. After the marriage, she understood that 

her husband was not good man. He was willing to 

sent his wife to his boss, M. Hollick in order to 

safeguard his job. Ammu left her husband with 

her twins Rahel and Estha. But in Ayemenem, her 

family memberstreated her and her chidren with 

indifference.  

 Though she was denied education, her brother 

Chacko was sent to Oxford for higher education. 

He married Margaret and begot Sophie Mol. 

When Margaret divorced him, he came to 

Ayemenem to live with his parents. Meanwhile 

Ammu has an affair with Velutha, an 

untouchable. When things became known, Ammu 

was locked up in a room. Velutha was taken to the 

police station. He was charged with the murder of 

Sophie Mol, who died accidently by getting 

drowned in the river. Velutha died in police 

custody. The twins who know the truth was forced 

to conceal it. While discussing the character of 

Ammu Amithabh Roy says, “ She stands for those 

women who are aspiring for freedom and equality. 

This section of women is challenging traditional 

ideas and conventions. The hopes for her future 

lies with this section only.” 

 Rahel is a girl of rebellion like mother. This is 

to be seen in three of her activities 

  She dashes against the convent girls to find 

out if her breasts hurt. 

  She decorates a ball of dung with flowers. 

  She burns the hair bun of her house mistress 

as a protest against vanity and artificiality, 

 Rahel was eleven years old when her mother 

died. Estha also had traumatic experience in life. 

Baby Kochamma has her own story. She loved 

Father Mulligan whom she tried in vain to seduce. 

She becomes a Roman Catholic so as to be near 

him forever. 

 Eco- Feminism is to be found in the treatment 

of these three important women characters, 

Arundathi Roy’s concern for women and the 

environment is to be found in her first novel itself. 

According to certain Western feministic critics, 

nature is equated with women to show how both 

have been exploited by men in more than one 

way. Nature, in its comprehensive sense means 

not only the physical environment but also man’s 

social relationships, his artistic aspirations, his 

religious persuasions and even his recreation. In 

the God of Things, Arundhati Roy proves the 

Lawrencian contention that all creative art must 

arise out of specific soil and flicker wih the spirit 

of place. 

 Women belong to one of the categories of 

small things portrayed by Arundhati Roy. Despite 

socio-economis development, women have not 
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achieved an enviable position in the society. They 

were kept in subordination and relegated to the 

status of second sex. The Indian society is based 

on male predominance and female subordination. 

Though woman is praised for her wife- mother 

role she is treated as the legal economic and sexual 

property of her husband. This kind of setup 

resulted in violence against women. Due to the 

western influence a protest against the existing 

setup was made. Malayali women, in particular, 

were influenced by either their education or the 

teachings of the Christian missionaries. 

 As a result , as far as south India is concerned, 

feminism enjoyed a more fertile soil in Kerala. 

Ammu is a typical Malayali women who is not 

willing to worship a husband who is beyond 

bartering his wife for his own welfare. Like Ibsen 

Nora, this modern woman leaves her husband , 

She lives in a world which is not averse to divorce 

and remarriage . This is what is meant by Eco- 

Feminism. 
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Abstract 
 Eco-feminism is a social and political movement which evolved from various feminist movements. It is a combination of Eco-
criticism and Feminism. It Equates women and Nature because both have been dominated and exploited by others. One of the 

prominent African American writers Alice Walker’s The Temple of My Familiar contains eco-feminist elements. The main 
characters Miss.Lissie, Zede and Fanny pay much attention towards relieving women from patriarchal society. They are also 
concerned with eco-preservation. This paper is an exploration of the eco-feminist elements in the novel. Walker manipulates plot 
and character to weave in her ecofeminist concerns. She has recourse to racial memory, the memories of an egalitarian society 

characterised by respect for all forms of life and co-existence of apes and man and even memories of previous births to drive home 
her ecofeminist ideas. 

Keywords: Eco-feminism, Eco-criticism, Feminism and Patriarchy. 

 

Introduction 

 Ecofeminism is a two-edged sword which 

deals with the suppression and oppression of 

women and Nature. Both have been dominated 

and exploited by patriarchal society – women by 

men and nature by culture. To liberate nature 

from culture and women from men some no 

dominant groups seek to fight against male-

dominant society. Ecofeminism evolved from 

feminist movements as an end to all the 

oppression and suppression of women and nature. 

 Ecofeminism is a theory that has evolved from 

various fields of feminist inquiry and activism: 

peace movements, labour movements, women’s 

health care, and the anti-nuclear, environmental, 

and animal liberation movements. Drawing the 

insights of ecology, feminism, and socialism, eco-

feminism’s basic premise is that the ideology 

which authorises oppressions such as those based 

on race, class, gender, sexuality, physical abilities, 

and species is the same ideology which sanctions 

the oppression of nature. (Gaard 01) 

 Ecofeminism was first introduced by the 

French writer Francoise d’Eaubonne in her 

book Le Feminisme ou la Mort (1974). It started as a 

social and political movement in the twentieth 

century against environmental destruction and 

suppression and oppression of women. Since the 

origin of the Earth, Man started exploiting the 

fertile earth trying to make her barren. Thus man 

sapped the ultimate source of our life. In the name 

of civilization. Man has almost ‘deserted’ her. 

Eco-feminists equate nature with women who are 

the producers of life. They urge us to protect 

nature as we face natural hazards everyday like 

earthquakes, tsunami, floods, shortage of rainfall, 

draught, famine, imbalances of climate etc. Man 

has taken everything he wanted from the earth to 

enjoy a luxurious life and left her barren. Man 

thinks that he is the ultimate power in the universe 

that can control the other genus and species. 

Because of man’s lustful desires he butchers 

beautiful nature, he devastates the massive life 

sources and finally he struggles to do something 

for the future generation to exist on earth. 

 Eco-criticism erupted as an option to find 

solutions to the problems of exploitation of the 

Earth. Eco-criticism is a study of the relationship 

between literature and nature. It was introduced in 

1970 by William Rueckert in the World Literary 

Association in the USA and later it was 

strengthened by Cheryll Glotfelty. Eco-critics have 

organised so many organisations for strengthening 

a new awareness among the people about Nature. 

They started protecting Nature from the so-called 

cultured people. Their use of Nature exceeds all 

control and finally Nature gets denuded. Felling 

trees, deforestation, constructing massive 

buildings, overuse of chemical fertilisers and 

pesticides – all cause problems of soil erosion, 
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scarcity of water, landslides, imbalance of earth, 

scarcity of food resources, global warming etc. 

Science and technology occupies the next place in 

exploiting nature through nuclear power stations, 

international companies, machineries, and use of 

plastics and chemicals. 

 From the very origin of human beings women 

too have been suppressed and oppressed by men. 

Men have treated their women as slaves. They 

were not even allowed to sit and eat with men. 

Women were simply considered slaves and as ‘the 

other sex’ to meet sexual needs. Even nowadays, 

women are being treated as men’s subordinate sex 

and they do not enjoy the same freedom as men. 

Men have also veiled their women with religious 

customs and religion is being used as a tool to 

make them ignorant. They are imprisoned within 

the four walls of the home. To oppose all these 

prejudices, feminism emerged in nineteenth 

century. 

 Both eco-criticism and feminism gave birth to 

eco-feminism as a combined theory which argues 

to protect nature and women. Eco-feminists argue 

that environmental issues are the issues of women 

because they feel land is the producer of all 

resources as women are the sources of new life. 

Women are aware of the problems which they 

face in society. They are also aware of the need for 

protecting nature. Literature is one of the tools to 

protect nature. It will help women regain their 

importance in society. Many authors have 

discussed issues of nature and women in their 

works. All literatures have focused on women 

liberation and ecological conservation. African 

American Literature is no exception. The Pulitzer 

Prize winner, Alice Walker, is one of the most 

prominent writers in African American Literature 

who is known for her eco-feministic leanings.  

 Alice Walker’s The Colour Purple (1982) gave 

her world-wide recognition as a fiction writer. All 

her works are on women’s issues. Her childhood 

life gave her the insights necessary to become an 

author. She had to struggle a lot when she was 

young. She clubs her personal experiences with 

her writings. Most of her works deal with 

ecofeminist issues because she has given 

importance to both women and nature in them. 

One of her prominent works is The Temple of My 

Familiar (1989) in which she has portrayed the 

difference between the understanding of nature 

and women by women and men. This story has 

multiple themes in it. It deals with racism, sexism, 

violence, female oppression and nature’s 

importance. The novel contains three pairs of 

lovers including two couples who want to 

reconcile their relationships. Suwelo and Fanny, 

and Arveyda and Carlotta have contradictory 

opinions in their relationships. Mr. Hal and Miss. 

Lissie are inseparable for many years but not 

married. Zede is another important character who 

unlocks the truth of the past in revealing it to her 

son-in-law, Arveyda. The novel contains a large 

number of voices that narrate the 

interconnectedness between the ancient and the 

present situations of the people and atmosphere. 

The stories of the past incarnations of Lissie and 

the past stories of Zede unfold the depth of human 

character, history, myths, legends to uncover truth 

and beauty. The past is recollected through 

memory. 

 Fanny, Suwelo’s ex-wife wanted to lead a 

liberal life without her husband. She has her own 

womanist ideologies which lead her to think about 

divorce, that too not because of her husband. 

Fanny said to Suwelo, “Listen, Suwelo, I love you 

too much to divorce you without your consent. 

You have been wonderful to me. Without you, 

how would I have grown? But I am going far 

away for a while, with my mother. We are going 

back to Africa to visit the Olinka” (Walker 157). 

She doesn’t want to depend on a man. So she 

starts learning meditation and masturbation to be 

free from the clutches of patriarchal society. Her 

memories take her to the African life style in 

which she achieves an elevated consciousness and 

becomes one with the cosmos. 

 Arveyda is a musician who is an admirer of 

womanhood and his mind is ready to receive new 

knowledge. He loved and married Carlotta but his 

incestuous relationship with his mother-in-law led 

him into trouble in his married life. When he 

revealed his love to Zede, he said, “Zede. I love 

Carlotta; don’t worry. I also love you”(22). He 

and Fanny share an intimate moment, merging in 

such a way that they become one with the 

universe. 
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 Carlotta is a South American refugee born in 

prison when her mother was imprisoned for being 

a communist. Later both escaped to San Francisco 

where she worked in an import store. While she 

was delivering feather capes made by her mother, 

she met Arveyda, a musician, who becomes her 

husband. The relationship between her husband 

and her mother Zede makes her suspicious and 

lonely and finally she reunites with her husband. 

 Hal is a gentleman, who is a friend of 

Suwelo’s diseased uncle. He provides background 

information about Lissie. He and Lissie are 

companions for many years but unmarried. Once 

he explains his relationship with Lissie to Suwelo, 

“It wasn’t even love, as such; it was more like 

what these young people today have when they go 

off to fight against nuclear war together; more like 

affinity. We just gravitated to each other”(42). 

After Lissie’s death he marries a girl called Miss. 

Rose so that they can be companions for the rest 

of his life. 

 Lissie is an old woman who has multiple 

memories of her previous births. She is an ancient 

goddess incarnated as a woman, man, lion and 

white male. She reveals to the next generation, the 

African spiritual and physical survival – lessons 

drawn from her past incarnations. Miss. Lissie has 

been so many different women and full of 

experiences that Mr. Hal can easily share with his 

friend Rafe who is Suwelo’s uncle. 

 Zede is the mother of Carlotta and a widowed 

South American refugee. She was imprisoned 

when she  was teaching in the hills for being 

a communist. She escaped with her daughter 

Carlotta to San Francisco. She was keen about her 

daughter’s life. So she did’nt marry again. She 

made capes out of peacock feathers for their 

survival which she learned from her mother. She is 

interested in telling her past stories. This attracts 

her receptive son-in-law. This leads to an illicit 

relationship between them. 

 Walker attempts to restore the balance and 

ensure peaceful coexistence between the human 

and the natural world. The novel The Temple of My 

Familiar reveals how matriarchal society in which 

the beings are respected and treated equally 

existed before patriarchal society. Lissie’s vision of 

her previous incarnations show the reality of 

Nature, of beings among whom there was no 

domination or exploitation by the other sex or by 

other beings. She vision of three different 

incarnations which are of a pygmy woman, a lion 

and a white male. Being a pygmy woman, Lissie 

and her clan lived in the forest. At that time men 

and women lived separately from each other.  

 There was mutual coexistence between nature 

and men. Nature provided them with food and 

shelter. Both Nature and the humans enjoyed 

freedom and peace. That was the time when men 

lived in co-existence with animals, especially with 

ape-cousins who lived in the nearby forest. Miss. 

Lissie was very much attracted by the family setup 

of the ape-cousins. The apes lived in a perfect 

family institution, namely, father, mother and 

child as a family. Life was peaceful until the tribal 

people drove away the clan and killed the apes. 

Lissie and her mate didn’t forget what they 

learned from the ape cousins and they brought up 

their children to be as much like them as possible 

and they stayed together until their death. The 

same way all the clans in the forest followed them. 

That was the moment when patriarchy began to 

creep in. Men thought that women were weak 

from child-bearing and they took over power to 

protect women and children. Later it turned into 

patriarchy. The Ape cousins’ relationships 

illustrate that it is possible for us to live as a family 

without any domination. This memory suggests 

how nature and women were exploited because of 

their desire for co-existence. 

 Lissie’s next memory-incarnation is as a Lion. 

When women owned their familiars (pets), they 

were always together and shared their food and 

shelter but men did not have any such familiars. 

Women alone had such companions. So men 

were jealous of women. Later, men started living 

with women. Then they drove away the animals. 

The familiars were left in search of peace. 

Patriarchy took over the freedom of women and 

also obstructed the peaceful coexistence between 

animals and women. 

 The third memory is her life as a white male 

during a period in which people lived in perfect 

oneness with the Earth. Among the black people, 

she was the only white man. So she felt ashamed 

of her difference and wanted to hide her true 

nature from her own people which led to the 
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interruption of peaceful coexistence. Because of 

Miss. Lissie’s own decision and her awareness of 

difference from others Miss. Lissie felt lonely and 

desperate, she became violent. Thus, the white 

male disturbed the universal pattern that supports 

everyone and everything equally. 

 Thus the important female characters 

understand the value of nature and their female 

quality and productivity. The male characters 

Suwelo, Hal, and Arveyda are much more 

concerned with their patriarchal domination, even 

though, Arveyda is different from the others and 

observes the suppression of African women and 

their surroundings through the stories told by 

Zede. He is impressed by the stories of Zede and 

he has an illicit relationship with her. Noel 

Sturgeon says in his essay, “The Nature of Race: 

Discourses and Racial Difference in 

Ecofeminism” in the book Ecofeminism: Women, 

Culture and Nature dited by Karen J. Warren, 

 Walker attempts to show how broken 

relationships and the destruction of nature lead to 

patriarchal domination over women and nature in 

her The Temple of My Familiar. Eco-feminist 

concerns are very much evident in the novel. 
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Abstract 
 Dalit Literature is literature written by the Dalits, that is those who are oppressed by the Indian caste system. Literature of the 
Dalits, by the Dalits and for the Dalits(oppressed or broken) is not anew word. Apparently was used in the 1930’s as a Hindi and 

Marathi translation of ‘deppressed classes’ a term. The British used for what new called the schedule castes. The term “Dalit 
Literature” can in to use in 1958.When the first conference of Dalit sathya sangha(Maharastra Dalit literature society). Dalit 

Literature is an important stream of Indian writing in English and other languages of india.It is literature about the oppressed 
classes and caste of Indian tradition of Dalit writing can be traced to eleventh century writer Cekkilar (periyapuranam).This paper 
attempts to explore the origin, concept and contributions of Dalit literature in India and brings out its significance and key features.  

 

Introduction 

Modern Dalit literature 

 Modern Dalit writings are founded on the 

works and ideological insights of Dr.Ambedkar, 

the chief architect of the constitution of India. This 

category of literature became a significant present 

in the 1960s in Marathi literature and late in 

Hindi, Tamil, Malayalam as well as English 

poems, short stories, novels besides 

autobiographies from the major genre of Dalit 

expression. These writings formed a collective 

voiced that questioned through articulation of 

their social reality the kind of writing that made 

them in visible or distorted their identity, 

Traditionally Dalits were considered to be beyond 

the pale of varna or caste system. 

 

Objectives of the study 

 Dalit literature which artistically portrays the 

sorrows tribulations, slavery degradation, ridicule 

and poverty endured by Dalits. This literature is 

but a lofty image of grief .Every human being 

must find liberty, honor, security and freedom 

from intimidation by the powerful elements of 

society. 

 These values are now being articulated in 

Dalit literature. Recognizing the centrality of 

human being, this literature is thoroughly 

saturated with humanity’s joys and sorrows. It 

regards human beings as supreme and leads them 

towards total revolution. 

 

Concept of Dalit 

 The actual meaning of the word ‘Dalit’ is 

oppressed .It was first used by Jyotibha Phule (in 

the 19th century) in the contest of the Hindu caste 

system which were considered untouchables. 

Though the name Dalit has been in existence since 

the 19th century, the economist and reformer 

Dr.B.R.Ambedkar popularized the term. 

 

Mythological context  

 India, a century with a lot of tradition, culture 

and beauty has an unwanted ugly and in human 

structure called ‘caste system’ in India. According 

to manu dharma, the Hindu religious code 

conduct divides human persons into four varnas 

(varn means color or caste).According to this 

myth, Bramin was born out of head, Kshtria was 

born out of arms, Vaishaya was born abdomen 

and Shudra was as a slave or servant because he 

was born out of feet and he was designed to serve 

the rest of the society. 

 

Dalits Status in India 

 Dalits are considered by the upper castes to be 

outside the traditional Hindu varna order. Dalits 

have been destined for inferior activities such as 

leather work, but cheering or removal of rubbish, 

animal carcasses and waste; by this so called 

civilized Hindu society. Dalits work as manual 

laborers cleaning street, latrines and sewers. 
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Engaging in these activities was considered to be 

polluting to the individual and this pollution was 

considered contagious. As a result, Dalit were 

commonly segregated and banned from full 

participation in Hindu social life. 
 

Dalit Movements in India 

 The earliest known Dalit reformer was Lord 

Gautam Budha , who preached the abolishing of 

untouchability. The organizational or institutional 

efforts made by Dalit leaders for the liberation of 

the downtrodden masses could be termed as Dalit 

movement. It is a movement of protest against 

untouchability, casteism and superstitions. It aims 

of the uplift of the Dalits to the level of non-Dalits. 

 It is the result of the consciousness of Dalits of 

their own identity as human beings, equally 

equipped with physical and mental capacities as 

other human beings, and equally entitled to enjoy 

all the human rights, without any infringement, 

abridgement or limitations. 
  

Review of Dalit literature  

 Dalit literature is new phenomenon in the 

modern era of literature where the tormenting 

experiences of Dalit untouchable writers are 

exposed to present the contemporary social 

condition before Dalit and non-dalit readers Mulk 

Raj Anand was the first to insulate Dalit literature 

through his novels like ‘untouchable’, Coolie in 

English and different languages. 
 

Dalit Poetry 

 Dalit poetry expressing the violent lashing 

experiences of poet’s life effectively. Narayan 

surveys were one of the prominent poets in the 

early Dalit Literature. His famous poem was 

‘vidhyapith’. The new generation Dalit poetry 

emerged in the contemporary period as a revolt or 

protest against the oppressive traditional shackles. 

Unlike the tremendous Dalit poetry as a powerful 

mean of dalit expressions, folk poetry too 

practiced for propoganding Dalit sensibility. 
 

Dalits Auto narratives 

 Dalit writers mostly interpreted their own 

experiences regarding social injustice in their own 

autobiographies. It is called Dalit Auto-narrative. 

This form of literature is best studied to Dalit 

writer. 

 

Present Day Dalit Literature  

 Some present day writers have also faced such 

hardship that their works were not accepted 

initially, especially if they wrote controversial 

subjects like the oppression of the untouchable by 

caste Hindus. Though the novel untouchable had 

been written by caste Hindu Mulk Raj Anand, 

many publishers had rejected it. Cowasjee writer 

in this connection, “By September 1934, the book 

had been rejected by as many as nineteen 

publishers and the author contemplated suicide, 

but was saved by the timely intervention of a 

young English poet. 

 

Conclusion 

 On the whole, Dalit literature gives a message 

about their community not individuality, about 

revolt not passivity, about progress not 

backwardness. This message is to the entire world 

about their status in society by portraying the 

exploitive, helpless, and engrossed with grief, 

suppressed and enslaved and a subaltern state. The 

process of developing Dalit literature in to a 

powerful tool that contests the claims of upper 

caste Hindu society is in progress. Historicization 

of Dalit writing alerts one to the process of self-

actualization and self-articulation. It is also 

considered a reassertion of this process in 

contemporary literary space. 
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Abstract 
 American literature, the theme of the drama focuses on cultural conflicts in rural community, Expressionism. During the 19th 

century Eugene O Neill is one of the most outstanding dramatists. “The Hairy Ape” is one of the renowned dramas in his life. This 
is the ancestor of psychoanalytic drama, because, the hero and heroine remains the symbols. Yank plays vital role in this play. He 
suffered a lot incase of class conflict between industrialist and workers. This is the major reason for their psychological problems. 

Than Mildred Douglas daughter of the owner of Nazareth Steel also affected by the same problem because she felt that she was the 
waste of her father's steel company.  

 

Introduction 
 This approach reflects the effect that modern 

psychology has had upon both literature and 

literary criticism. Fundamental figures in 

psychological criticism include Sigmund Freud, 

whose “psychoanalytic theories changed our 

concept of human behavior by exploring new or 

controversial areas like wish-fulfilment, sexuality, 

the unconscious, and domination” as well as 

expanding our understanding of how “language 

and symbols operate by demonstrating their ability 

to reflect unconscious fears or desires”; and Carl 

Jung, whose theories about the unconscious are 

also a key foundation of Mythological Criticism.  

 American Literature: Drama, literature 

intended for performance, written by Americans 

in the English language. American drama begins 

in the American colonies in the 17th century and 

continues to the present. By the end of the 19th 

century American drama was moving steadily 

toward realism, illuminating the rough or 

unpleasant side of life and creating more 

believable characters. Realism remained the 

dominant trend of the 20th century in both 

comedies and tragedies. American drama 

achieved international recognition with the 

psychological realism of plays by Eugene O'Neill’s 

“The Hairy Ape” and their searing investigation of 

characters' inner lives.  

 

 

Psychological Realism 
 O’ Neill’s use of psychological realism is a 

significant advance in his quest for vision of 

reality. An attempt is made to reject the ‘banality 

if surfaces’ and to replace photographical realism 

by psychological intensification. The chief power 

of his plays lies in revealing the unreal reality, the 

hidden truth. O’Neill has made a consistent and 

impassioned attempt to dramatize the unconscious 

mind. To present more of a man’s inner 

consciousness than a man’s inner consciousness 

than a man would ordinarily reveal, has been a 

central concern with O’Neill. He explores the 

hidden as most unpredictable emotions which are 

the products of the subconscious mind. There is a 

deeper and deeper probing into the subconscious, 

the inner springs of action, to reveal the inner 

truth. The dramatist has always been interested 

only in the motives behind the action. O’Neill 

explores the complexities of the human spirit, the 

psychology of human motives and obsessions. The 

inner struggle is evident in his repeated efforts to 

dramatize the subconscious mind. 

 In The Emperor Jones, O’Neill peels away the 

outer of the psyche and penetrates into the dark 

hinterland of the collective unconscious and its 

archetypal contents. It is an attempt at the 

externalization of the fears The Fountain, Strange 

Interlude, Welded and terrors gripping Brutus’s 

mind. The Hairy Ape is a fine example of 

O’Neill’s intensive probing of the inner depths of 

http://home.olemiss.edu/~egjbp/spring97/litcrit.html#mythcrit
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the psychic balance in the conscious and the 

unconscious process complement each other, 

forming a whole or an integrated personality. All 

God’s Chillum Got Wings is case history of 

abnormal psychology. 

 

O’Neill & Freud 
 O’Neill’s psychological explorations have 

something in common with Freud. Like Freud, 

O’Neill’s chief concern has been in the 

dramatization of the subconscious mind. O’Neill’s 

conception of character has been shaped by Freud. 

His deep probing into the motivation of dynamic 

character, his power in evoking psychic conflict 

have a direct bearing on Freud’s exploration of 

human character. O’Neill has made an extensive 

uses of the Freudian revelation of the irrational 

self. In Gold and Welded an attempt is made to 

probe into the secret place of the mind. In Welded, 

O’Neill has shown how two naked souls are at 

war with each other. The Strange Interlude 

dramatizes the unconscious and makes it 

accessible to us. It reveals the inward, hidden, and 

unspoken thoughts. 

 

O’Neill & Jung  

 O’Neill is fascinated more by Jung than by 

Freud. He tells us: “And as far as I can remember, 

of the books written by Freud, Jung, etc, I have 

read only four, and Jung is the only one of the lot 

who interests me. Some of his suggestions I find 

extra ordinarily illuminating in the light of my 

own experience with the hidden human motives”. 

O’Neill’s pre-occupation with the inevitable 

tension between the unconscious and conscious 

forces underlies the entire quantity of his work. He 

was concerned with tensions and conflicts 

between individual’s conscious personality that he 

presents to society, and the unconscious forces 

lurking behind the superficial facade or persona. 

In The Emperor Jones, O’Neill peels away the 

outer layers of the psyche and penetrates into the 

dark hinterland of the collective unconscious and 

its archetypal contents. It is an attempt at the 

externalization of the fears and terrors gripping 

Brutus’s mind. The Hairy Ape is a fine example of 

O’Neill’s intensive probing of the inner depths of 

the psyche. In Days Without End, the protagonist 

is able to achieve a psychic balance in the 

conscious and the unconscious processes 

complement each other, forming a whole or an 

integrated personality. All God’s Chillum Got 

Wings is case history of abnormal psychology. 

Psychological Approach 
 O’Neill’s social vision has a sound 

psychological base. His importance as a social 

critic lies in his emphasizing the psychological 

aspects of the modern acquisitive society. It not 

only exploits worker, but also denies him the 

opportunity to expend his mind to lead a peaceful 

and happy life. He has been so much humiliated 

that he has become an unwilling worker who has 

lost all interest in life. He works under compulsion 

to earn his livelihood. A modern worker derives 

no pleasure from his work and the lack of proper 

appreciation of it has a telling impact on his mind 

and body. His work is an extension of his ego. It 

gives the much needed sense of satisfaction that he 

is being accepted as an indispensable part of a set-

up where he has been working for last many years. 

In The Hairy Ape, it is the modern industrial 

society which destroys the modern counter-part of 

Yank. He is left with the feeling that he is 

unwanted. Yank’s tragedy is that he has failed to 

compromise with his situation in an effective 

manner. 

 

Critical Comments 
 The Hairy Ape dramatizes the utter failure of 

the unskilful American to belong. It is a 

remarkable unrealistic play. The hero and the 

heroine remain symbols. Yank both looks and acts 

like an “incongruous artificial figure”. Yank is 

always dirty with symbolic “black”, while Mildred 

is “dressed all in white”. The monotonous 

throbbing beat of the engines gives the rhythms of 

a mechanically regulated recurrence. 

 This work is the ancestor of psychoanalytic 

drama. The key to the expressionistic symbolism 

here is that the suppressed individual, in his desire 

for revenge and for freedom, becomes the slave of 

his own instincts. 

 Yank is not so much an actual character as a 

symbol for the oppressed in general. The other 

characters in the play are walking symbols. For 

many of them O’Neill does not even have names, 

but labels them in accordance with their work in 

social standing- Second Mechanic, Fourth 

Mechanic, etc., which is typical of expressionistic 

drama. 

References 

1. Eugene O’Neill’s The Hairy Ape by N. 

Eakambaram, S.Chand & Company Ltd., 

First Edition – 1993, Reprint – 2003. 

2. Eugene O’Neill’s The Hairy Ape by 

Dr.N.K.Sharma, Unique Publishers, 2012. 



 
 

 36   Bodhi International Journal of Research in Humanities, Arts and Science 

 

       Vol.2       Special Issue 3      February 2018           E-ISSN: 2456-5571

  

 

DYNAMIC APPROACHES TO LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE: A CRITICAL STUDY 

ENGLISH FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSE 

 
P.Ramesh, M.A., M.Phil, 

Assistant Professor of English, Bharathidasan College of Arts and Science, Erode 

 

 
 

Abstract 
 The English Language teaching tradition has been subject to tremendous change, especially throughout the 20th century. 
English for specific purposes (ESP) is a subset of English as a second or foreign language. ESP is defined to meet specific needs of 

the learners. It makes use of underlying methodology and activities of the discipline it serves. It can be also considered as an avatar 
of language for specific purposes. It usually refers to teaching the English language to university students or people already in 

employment with reference to the particular vocabulary and skills they need. 

 

Introduction 

English Education in India 

 When the British came to India in the 18th 

century, there were well- established Indian 

systems of education, foremost among which were 

Sanskrit education, patronized by the Hindus and 

Arabic education Patronized by the Muslims in 

the country. The education was given a lot of 

importance by the Indian society of more than two 

centuries ago is clear form Prendergast of the East 

India Company wrote in 1857. The East India 

Company succumbed to the pressure of these 

people and English education came to India in 

1813 with independence in 1947 came several 

developments in the field of education such as 

expansion of educational opportunities, 

universalization of education, free and 

compulsory education to eligible children, etc. 

 

The Beginning of ELT in India 

 English education continued in India and 

teachers of English were prepared in training 

institutions but Indian students of English who 

were taught English for ten to twelve years in 

Schools were not able to use English and lacked 

necessary skills in English. This bothered both the 

experts in the field and authorities. In their 

attempt to find a solution to the problems of ELT, 

the government of Tamilnadu accepted the 

structural syllabus proposed by Jean Forrester, a 

British expert in ELT, who was teaching in 

Madras at that time and made it the official 

syllabus for teaching English at school level. 

Developments in ELT since 1960’s 

 In 1960s the developments in the field of ELT 

in the USA and Britain pushed the structural 

approach to the package and new ideas began to 

emerge. In 1970’s Prabhu and his project team 

undertook an experiment in ELT called the 

communication Teaching Project (CTP). 

 The basic tenet of the CTP is that a language 

can be learnt better if the learner’s attention is hat 

on the language but on the task it is used and it 

contributed a valuable methodology to teach 

English is an ESL situation. 

 

The ELT Movement in India 

 The ELT movement in India, keeping pace 

with the changes in the other parts of the world, 

can be traced to have three major divisions. The 

Tradition Movement, the Structural movement 

and the Communicative Movement. Since the 

introduction of the structural syllabus in 1952, the 

government of Tamilnadu with the help of the 

British council established training cantles for 

training teachers of school on in service courses in 

order to help them teach better. These centers 

known as Madras English Language Teaching 

centimes (MELT). Thus Tamilnadu took the lead 

in improving ELT in India and several states 

followed suit and at present, each state in India 

has an ELT center to monitor ELT in it. 

 

The ESP Trend 

 Since 1960 the basic contrast between learning 

English as a foreign language for external 
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communication and as a second language for 

specified purposes has become sharper. As Ogden 

and others recognized forty years earlier, English 

was the lingua franca of modern science and 

technology. By 1970 it was also the language of 

transactional commerce, finance and practical 

communication generally. There was a market 

increase in the number of students who went to 

Britain for advanced training in medicine, 

engineering and agriculture from both 

commonwealth and non – commonwealth 

countries and most of them had language – related 

problems when English was the medium of 

instruction and so specialized courses of English 

were required which would relate closely to their 

particular needs and aspirations. This led to the 

rapid development of English for specific purposes 

(ESP) courses. The three approaches to ESP, 

Which are communicatively oriented, are the 

following one emphasizes the way in which 

English is used and syllabus categories are based 

on discourse analysis such as definition 

explanation and rhetorical acts, etc., another 

draws on notional rather than functional 

categories such as dimension, measurement etc., 

the third one lays stress on the skills which the 

learner needs to perform his activities involved in 

communicative skills. Allen and widdowson’s 

English in focus series a good example of the first 

approach; Bates and Dudley-Evan’s Nucleus 

series illustrates the second approach; Candlin’s 

works illustrate the third approach. 

 Prabhu and his project team experimented in 

the southern states of India in 1980s ‘teaching 

English as a second language through need-based 

communicative activities which are chosen from 

learner’s real life’. The experiment was based on 

the principle that language is better learnt when 

the teacher’s attention is not on language but on 

the activities in using the language. The 

communication teaching project has attracted the 

attention of ELT experts and the procedural 

syllabus is considered as a more useful alternative 

to the structural syllabus for teaching English as a 

second language. 

 ESP will focus on one occupation or 

profession such as technical English, scientific 

English, English for medical professionals, English 

for tourism etc. English for academic purposes 

taught to students before or during their degrees is 

one sort of ESP, as is business English. Aviation 

English is taught to pilots, air traffic controllers 

and civil aviation cadets to enable clear radio 

communications. 

 

Conclusion 

 The methods of teaching English depend on 

several factors. The most important of all is the 

purpose for which English is used in a country. If 

English is used for limited purposes such as 

international travel, trade and commerce, higher 

education in a country, it is a foreign language in 

that country (EFL). If English is used for more 

purposes than these in the fields such as 

international banking, media, government 

administration and personal communication 

among the people in a country, it is a second 

language in that country (ESL). If English is used 

for a few purposes and by a few people in a 

country it is an EFL country. The methods of 

English language teaching differ from ESL and 

EFL countries because the purposes of teaching 

English in these two situations are different. 
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Abstract 
 English language has achieved the status as a result of globalization and the influence due to centuries of colonial rule. As a 
result English language acquisition has become mandatory for all individuals as well as city states to complete and participate in 

world scenario. In language teaching and learning, we have a lot to choose from the world of technology: Radio, TV, CD Rom, 
Computers, C.A.L.L., the Internet, Electronic Dictionary, Email, Blogs and Audio Cassettes, Power Point, Videos, DVD’s or 

VCD’s. The last two decades have witnessed a revolution due to onset of technology, and has changed the dynamics of various 
industries, and has also influenced the industries and the way people interact and work in the society. This rapid rising and 
development of information technology has offered a better pattern to explore the new teaching model. As a result technology plays 

a very important role in English teaching. Using multimedia to create a context to teach English has its unique advantages. This 
paper tries to analyze the necessity of multimedia technology to language teaching and also brings out the problems faced by using 

these technologies. It also aims to make English teachers aware of the strategies to use it in an effective manner. 

 

Introduction  

 With the spread and development of English 

around the world, English is used as a second 

language in a country like India and for some 

people the 1st language. It enjoys a high prestige in 

the country. At present the role and status of 

English in India is higher than ever as evidenced 

by its position as a key subject of medium of 

instruction, curriculum. As the number of English 

learners is increasing different teaching methods 

have been implemented to test the effectiveness of 

the teaching process. Use of authentic materials in 

the form of films, radio, TV has been there for a 

long time. It is true that these technologies have 

proved successful in replacing the traditional 

teaching.  

 The new era assigns new challenges and 

duties on the modern teacher. The tradition of 

English teaching has been drastically changed 

with the remarkable entry of technology. 

Technology provides so many options as making 

teaching interesting and also making teaching 

more productive in terms of improvements. 

Technology is one of the most significant drivers 

of both social and linguistic change. Since there 

are more and more English learners in India, 

different teaching methods have been 

implemented to test the effectiveness of the 

teaching process. One method involves 

multimedia in ELT in order to create English 

contexts. This helps students to get involved and 

learn according to their interests, it has been tested 

effectively and is widely accepted for teaching 

English in modern world.  

 Technology is utilized for the upliftment of 

modern styles; it satisfies both visual and auditory 

senses of the students. With the spread and 

development of English around the world, English 

has been learned and used by more and more 

speakers.  

 

Use of Technology in Teaching English  

 As the use of English has increased in 

popularity so has the need for qualified teachers to 

instruct students in the language. It is true that 

there are teachers who use ‘cutting edge’ 

technology, but the majority of teachers still teach 

in the traditional manner. None of these 

traditional manners are bad or damaging the 

students. In fact, till date they are proving to be 

useful also. However, there are many more 

opportunities for students to gain confidence 

practice and extend themselves, especially for ESL 

students who learn the language for more than just 

fun. For them to keep pace with ELT and gain 

more confidence they have to stride into the world 

of multimedia technology.  
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The Growth of ELT through Technology  

 21st century is the age of globalization and is 

important to grasp on various foreign languages 

and English language comes first. English 

Language Teaching has been with us for many 

years and its significance continues to grow, 

fuelled, partially by the Internet. For the first time 

there are more Non-Native than Native users of 

the language and diversity of context in terms of 

learners, age, nationality, learning background 

etcetera has become a defining characteristic of 

ELT today.  

 With the rapid development of science and 

technology, the emerging and developing of 

multimedia technology and its application to 

teaching, featuring audio, visual, animation effects 

comes into full play in English class teaching and 

sets a favorable platform for reform and 

exploration on English teaching model in the new 

era. It’s proved that multimedia technology plays 

a positive role in promoting activities and 

initiatives of student and teaching effect in English 

class. Technological innovations have gone hand -

in hand with the growth of English and are 

changing the way in which we communicate. It is 

fair to assert that the growth of the internet has 

facilitated the growth of the English language and 

that this has occurred at a time when computers 

are no longer the exclusive domains of the 

dedicated few, but rather available to many. With 

this there has been a very significant proliferation 

of literature regarding the use of technology in 

teaching English language. Mostly these writings 

unequivocally accept technology as the most 

essential part in teaching. In a sense, a tendency to 

emphasize on inevitable role of technology in 

pedagogy to the extent of obliterating human part 

of teacher by technology part has been very 

dominant. And as a result if we neglect or ignore 

technological developments they will continue and 

perhaps we will never be able to catch up, 

irrespective of our discipline or branch. For this 

reason it is important for language teachers to be 

aware of the latest and best equipment and to have 

a full knowledge of what is available in any given 

situation. Teachers can use Multimedia 

Technology to give more colorful, stimulating 

lectures (new Horizons).  

 There are many techniques applicable in 

various degrees to language learning situation. 

Some are useful for testing and distance 

education, and some for teaching business 

English, spoken English, reading, listening or 

interpreting. The teaching principle should be to 

appreciate new technologies in the areas and 

functions where they provide something decisively 

new useful and never let machines take over the 

role of the teacher or limit functions where more 

traditional ways are superior. There are various 

reasons why all language learners and teachers 

must know how to make use of the new 

technology. Here we also need to emphasize that 

the new technologies develop and disseminate so 

quickly that we cannot avoid their attraction and 

influence in any form  

 

To Improve Teaching Effect  

 Multimedia teachings enrich teaching content 

and make the best of class time and break the 

“teacher centered” teaching pattern and 

fundamentally improve class efficiency. Due to 

large classes it is difficult for the students to have 

speaking communication. The utilization of multi-

media sound lab materializes the individualized 

and co-operative teaching. The traditional 

teaching model mainly emphasized on teachers’ 

instruction, and the information provided is 

limited due to traditional classes. On the contrary, 

multimedia technology goes beyond time and 

space, creates more vivid, visual, authentic 

environment for English learning, stimulates 

students’ initiatives and economizes class time 

meanwhile increases class information.  

 

To Improve Interaction between Teacher and 

Student  

 Multimedia teaching stresses the role of 

students, and enhances the importance of 

“interaction” between teachers and students. A 

major feature of multimedia teaching is to train 

and improve students’ ability to listen and speak, 

and to develop their communicative competence, 

during this process, the teacher’s role as a 

facilitator is particularly prominent. Using 

multimedia in context creation creates a good 

platform for the exchange between teachers and 

students, while at the same time providing a 
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language environment that improves on the 

traditional classroom teaching model. In this way, 

teachers in the classroom no longer blindly input 

information and force students to receive it in a 

passive way.  

 

Creates A Context for Language Teaching  

 Multimedia teaching creates a context for 

language teaching. This method makes the class 

lively and interesting, as well as optimizing the 

organization of the class. Multimedia has its own 

features such as visibility and liveliness. During 

the process of multimedia English teaching, 

sounds and pictures can be set together, which 

enhances the initiative of both teachers and 

students, When using multimedia software, 

teachers can use pictures and images to enrich the 

content of classes, and also imagine different 

contexts in the process of producing teaching 

courseware, Students in the class can use 

multimedia to understand the class in a clear way. 

Through the whole interactive process, it is 

apparent that using multimedia in ELT is effective 

in nurturing students’ interest in learning English, 

as well as enhancing teachers’’ interest in English 

teaching.  

 

Conclusion  

 “Ideally, the purpose of both the traditional 

and computer-assisted cooperative language 

leaning classrooms is to provide a space in which 

the facilitation of learning, and learning itself, can 

take place”. It is true that one of the ultimate goals 

of multimedia language teaching is to promote 

students’ motivation and learning interest, which 

can be a practical way to get them involved in the 

language learning, Context creation of ELT 

should be based on the openness and Accessibility 

of the teaching materials and information. During 

the process of optimizing the multimedia English 

teaching, students are not too dependent on their 

mother tongue, but will be motivated and guided 

to communicate with each other.  

 Concerning the development of technology, 

we believe that in future, the use of multimedia 

English teaching will be further developed. The 

process of English learning will be more student-

centered but less time-consuming. Therefore, it 

promises that the teaching quality will be 

improved and students’ applied English skill scan 

be effectively cultivated, meaning that students’ 

communicative competence will be further 

developed.  

 In conclusion, we believe that this process can 

fully improve students’ ideation and practical 

language skills, which is helpful and useful to 

ensure and fulfill an effective result of teaching 

and learning. Barring a few problem areas 

multimedia technology can be used effectively in 

classrooms of ELT with proper computer 

knowledge on the part of teachers, overcoming the 

finance problems in setting up the infrastructure 

and not allowing the teachers to become 

technophobes.  
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Abstract 
 People follow their own ways of life to lead a life of comfort and happiness wherever they are. Where they live is not a serious 

matter to them but how they live is a matter of very serious concern. The place where they live may be a town or a country but it is 
the place which is to be made comfortable for their happy living. To lead a comfortable life, Adjustment is an indispensable way to 
everyone. William Cowper in his poem The Task has said that “God made the country and manmade the town” (Oxford 

Quotations and Proverbs, p.53). Living in a new country surrounded by new people and new cultures can be both exciting and 
stressful.  

 

Introduction  

 America is a dream of almost all people in the 

world. It is uniquely a country of immigrants, a 

civilization made up of people whose cultural 

origins are in other societies with their own 

languages, religions, customs, and fundamental 

values. Many would like to come and live there 

because they get inspiration on the American way 

of living. Because most of them will think like 

John Keats’ words, “Heard melodies are sweet but 

those unheard are sweeter” (Ode on a Grecian Urn, 

lines 11-12). Immigration has been a boon as well 

as curse for the United States. The country is 

exceptional status as a "nation of immigrants" is 

being challenged by globalization. This is 

wonderful that the newness of the new country is 

exciting and pleasant.  

 The immigrants may feel excited about being 

there, and the new opportunities that are waiting 

for them. When they go to the stores and visit, 

they may be impressed by how big everything is, 

and by how things are done there. If people ask 

them any questions, they will smile. Moreover, 

Ashima in The Namesake and Tara Chatterjee in 

Desirable daughters, both of them move to U.S. 

with their husband after the heels of arranged 

wedding in Calcutta. At the beginning both of 

them keep smiling for everything in the new 

country. Angelica Hopes rightly expresses, “Have 

the capacity to adapt to change, it’s your healthy 

growth, intelligently and emotionally. Our life can 

be full of extrinsic surprises; your flexibility is a 

key when you accept changes” ( Oxford Quotations 

and Proverbs, p.14). 

 Initially, the problems may start occurring 

because of language and communication 

difficulties or because of differences between the 

immigrants’ native culture and those there in the 

United States. At this point, they may start to feel 

impatient, irritable, frustrated, anxious, sad, 

discontent, and to think that this new country may 

not be so wonderful after all. Americans may seem 

abrupt, rude, or too different from the people from 

their native land, and their culture may seem a 

mass of new rules that are difficult to learn. They 

may also feel homesick for their home country. 

However Ashima in The Namesake and Tara 

Chatterjee in Desirable daughters also explore 

their longing on their home country. Mother 

Teresa rightly expresses about the people,  

There is no great difference in the reality of 

one country or  

another, because it is always people you meet 

everywhere.  

They may look different or be dressed 

differently, or may have  

a different education or position. But they are 

all the same. They  

are all people to be loved. They are all hungry 

for love (Brainy Quotes). 

 At the next stage, they will begin to feel more 

‘at home' and able to get around with the language 

both physically and emotionally. Things are 

starting to make sense now, and they don't feel as 
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lost or bewildered by the way things are done 

there. At this point many immigrants start 

comparing their old culture with our new one, and 

deciding which practices seem better. Essentially, 

Indian culture is a spiritual culture and Indians are 

proud of their cultural heritage. Even though the 

people migrate to America, some of them will 

follow their native culture only. Jhumpa and 

Bharati are the best instances for this; both of them 

reveal their traditional Bengali culture and 

compare that with American culture through the 

narration of Ashima and Tara.  

 In the case of the Indian diaspora, the idea of 

return is not physical, as well as a cultural 

phenomenon. Apart from the important 

ingredients connected with the rootedness, there is 

ethnic identity, language, food, religion, costume, 

culture, rituals act as symbols to be linked with the 

home country. In USA, each immigrant 

endeavours to retain his or her individual ethnic 

identity rather than to imp into 'melting pot'. The 

American concept of 'melting pot' is contradicted 

with the notion of 'vertical mosaic' of different 

ethnic, languages, regional and religious groups. 

Regarding the Indian language, the different 

languages like the Bengali, the Hindi, the 

Kannada, and the Telugu etc bind the immigrants 

with the native India. The food symbolises 

immigrants' shared roots. Indian Bengali food like 

rice and fish, South Indian dishes like idly, dosa 

make the immigrants adhere to their original root 

in India. Indian women traditionally wear sari and 

salwar kameez and sometimes western dresses to 

work. Indian men adopt the western mode of 

dress and very meager number of men from urban 

area dress traditionally dhoti. Cultural 

performances and religious festivals are presented 

in the music, arts, Dipawali, Durga puja etc. 

These are beautifully depicted by Lahiri in The 

Namesake and by Bharati in Desirable Daughters.  

 The people may have had some 

preconceptions about their culture, based on 

reading books, watching American films, or 

talking to others who have been to the United 

States. While some of the ideas of American life 

may be accurate, others may be exaggerated or 

unrealistic, and they may feel quite a bit of 

surprise as they learn the reality of living there. 

The immigrants may have heard that life in U.S. is 

very easy compared to that with other countries. 

In some ways it is, since Americans enjoy a high 

standard of living, but many Americans work long 

hours. Life there can be very fast paced in 

comparison to some cultures. Most immigrants 

said that they experienced culture shocked in their 

first few months in United Sates. At the same time 

they had a hard time flexible to cultural 

differences. The work ethic is very strong in their 

country, and the business arena can be a 

competitive one where productivity is expected. In 

U.S., a typical workday means 8 hours of 

working, with the noon break, and occasionally a 

ten minute break during the mid-morning or 

afternoon. Shakespeare explores, “Let every man 

be master of his time” (Macbeth, n.p). 

 Moreover, some businesses have longer hours, 

and expect employees to put in overtime routinely. 

The pace at businesses will vary. Some businesses 

are high pressured and competitive, and the pace 

is busy all day long; others may be more relaxed, 

but expectations are usually high no matter the 

pace. Being late or calling in sick too often is 

frowned on, and while most businesses will have a 

certain number of sick days allotted for the year 

they encourage workers to not use them unless 

really necessary. Even in The Namesake, Ashoke 

could not take leave and later he injures severely 

and at last he dies due to his illness. In Desirable 

Daughters also, Bish shows himself as a working 

machine. As well as in some of the businesses, 

they will offer good benefits to the workers such as 

vacation days, medical and dental insurance, and 

other options; and employees who work hard are 

often given promotions or raises as time goes on. 

Bharati Mukherjee rightly says, “They take risks 

they wouldn’t have taken in their old, comfortable 

worlds to solve their problems. As they change 

citizenship, they are reborn” (Interview, p.34).  

 Many Americans are forward thinking 

especially like Ashoke and Biswapria Chatterjee, 

and believe that people can control their own 

destiny by working hard and planning for the 

future. They always follow certain proverbs like 

“Time and tide wait for no man” (Oxford 

Quotations and Proverbs, p.362) and “Money makes 

a man” (Oxford Quotations and Proverbs, p.355). 
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They also value their time, especially even their 

private time and feel that "time is money". They 

admire people who show up to work early or on 

time, and who manage their time well. Freedom 

of religion is a tradition in our country, and some 

people will probably meet others with a variety of 

religious beliefs. As the people live in U.S., they 

will learn that it is a diverse mix of ethnic origins, 

religious beliefs, and social class. Because most of 

the Americans do admire the person of any 

background who takes the effort to learn about 

their culture and who works hard. They will find 

that being there will help to increase their own 

knowledge of different types of people, and that 

there will be many new friends there interested in 

learning about them and their country of origin as 

well. 

 If an immigrant used to spend time with 

friends and neighbours when he was in his 

country, it will be a different thing for him in 

America. Most people there are very private 

besides, they are too busy. They have no time to 

spend talking to neighbours. If someone is new to 

the place, he would feel like a total stranger 

because neighbours won't say anything except ‘hi’ 

or ‘hello’. No one will come and make friends 

with him or spend time to make him feel 

comfortable in his new environment. If he used to 

have close relationship with the neighbourhood in 

his home country, it would take time for him to 

flexible to his new environment where he could 

rarely see his neighbours. To make new friends is 

hard when no body is around. Battling with 

cultural differences is a struggle to most 

immigrants. It takes time to be flexible to this new 

life setting. Donald Walters says, “Happiness is an 

attitude of mind, born of the simple determination 

to be happy under all outward circumstances” 

(Quotes on Flexibility, Google Services). 

 Though there are lots of job opportunities in 

America, but usually they are not in line with the 

trainings of most immigrants. This is the reason 

why they changed their careers when they’re 

there. Some have 2-3 jobs because they grasp the 

opportunity to earn more in order to cope with the 

standard of American living. In big cities 

everything is expensive, food, apartment rentals, 

bills, taxes, gas, etc. It is a tough flexible life to 

most immigrants but in order to survive, they 

should not be choosy of what they could do to 

earn a living. Most often the job opportunities are 

not in line with their professions but they need to 

be flexible and willing to learn new things to be 

able to cope with the standard of life in America. 

This kind of flexibility is challenging and it needs 

courage and persistence. Roger Von Oech rightly 

says, “Flexibility is a requirement for survival” 

(Brainy Quotes). 

 Certainly it is true that there is a rule in every 

establishment not to discriminate anybody with 

regards to races but this could never be avoided 

when the immigrant look different from them. 

Dealing with discrimination is the hardest part of 

being an immigrant. It is very disappointing and 

frustrating when they are not given the right 

treatment you deserve because they are different 

from them in many ways. It hurts to be a trying 

hard individual just to gain approval and 

acceptance especially in the workplace. 

Immigrants should be prepared to face these 

challenges. Flexible mind to racial discrimination 

is tough. Immigrants need to be strong and smart 

enough to handle this situation so that they would 

be able to overcome in time. Mary Engelbreit says, 

“If you don't like something change it; if you can't 

change it, change the way you think about it” 

(Quotes on Flexibility, Google Services). 

 Though America is best to live, one cannot 

forget his home country. Living in abroad is not so 

difficult as well as easy. Flexibility is essential to 

live everywhere. Some can flexible the situations 

and surroundings and make their life easier, but 

some cannot. Ralph Waldo Emerson rightly says, 

“To different minds, the same world is a hell, and 

a heaven” (10). At the end of the novel The 

Namesake, Ashima and her son comes back to 

Calcutta again and Gogol starts to read the short 

stories of Nikolai Gogol. In Desirable Daughters 

also, Tara and her son Rabi returns back to 

Calcutta to live with Tara’s sister Parvathi’s home 

in their home country. At end of this novel also, 

Rabi starts to read the poems of Ramakrishna. 

Although America is fashionable and make 

comfortable to lead the people’s life, they yearn 

back to return their birth country. This kind of 

attitude is beautifully described as “East, west, 



 
 

 44   Bodhi International Journal of Research in Humanities, Arts and Science 

 

       Vol.2       Special Issue 3      February 2018           E-ISSN: 2456-5571

  

home’s Best” (Oxford Quotations and Proverbs, 

p.347).  
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Abstract 
 It is well known that our new life is highly affected by the era of information technology, and technology plays an important 

role in today’s human society development. Based on this fact, it is crucial to take advantage of the modern technological facilities 
in aiding the task of English language education. Students trying to learn English as a second language need further language 

support They are in need of using diverse tools which can help them learn the language easily and effectively. The effect of 
technology has become huge in learning the language in addition to the instructor’s role. There are various technological 
equipments play crucial role in both English Language teaching and English Language Learning. 

 The different technological ways in teaching and learning English Language are as follows: 

 Use of computers  

 Broadcasting 

 Use of CD-players 

 Use of Computer Reading-based Programs 

 Use of multimedia Software 

 Use of Electronic Dictionaries 
 Using technology in learning a second language has become a real necessity now- a- days. This paper has reviewed briefly 

how technology can be utilized in developing the language skills of the learner. Different methods for using technology in improving 
the four language skills were discussed thoroughly. 

 

Introduction 

 It is well known that our new life is highly 

affected by the era of information technology, and 

technology plays an important role in today’s 

human society development. Based on this fact, it 

is crucial to take advantage of the modern 

technological facilities in aiding the task of English 

language education. Students trying to learn 

English as a second language need further 

language support They are in need of using diverse 

tools which can help them learn the language 

easily and effectively. The effect of technology has 

become huge in learning the language in addition 

to the instructor’s role. 

 

Listening 

 Listening is one of the chief tasks to learn. It is 

defined as the process of identifying and 

understanding the speech of the speakers. It 

involves understanding the speaker’s accent or 

pronunciation, speaker’s grammar and 

vocabulary, and command of meaning. The 

listener should be skilled of doing these four things 

at the same time. Listening is so important in the 

process of learning second language education. 

 

Use of computers  

 The use of computers in listening problems 

provides students with visual and voice inputs 

which can boost their information and ideas, and 

develop their listening skills. Computer based 

listening tests are very important in reinforcing the 

understanding skills of the listener. CD-ROM 

based learning films can also provide significant 

advantages over the conventional methods. 

Finally internet voice chatting using the second 

language may also aid the communication 

capabilities of the student. 

 

Broadcasting 
 Listening to TV and radio educational 

language programs is another technical way for 

developing the understanding ability. However, 

the learning student should be careful in selecting 

the specific programs that are suitable for their 

needs. New satellite TV channels, like the BBC are 
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also useful for practising with audio and video 

media. 

 

Use of CD-players 

 The use of CD- player devices is another 

modern tool for listening comprehension. CD- 

players are electronic instruments used specifically 

to run audio CD-ROMs. Lectures and listening 

examinations can be saved on these audio CDs for 

latter use by the ELL student. 

 

Reading 

 Reading is the process of understanding a 

written text by the learner. It is an important input 

skill which depends on the vocabulary and 

background knowledge of the learner in the 

second language. During the reading process, the 

English language learner can improve his 

vocabulary and terms, acquire information and 

ideas, and enhance their real-world knowledge. 

Several methods can be utilized to improve the 

reading ability of the learner through the use of 

technology. Some of them are summarized below: 

 

Use of Computer Reading-based Programs 

 Computers can raise the interest of reading for 

learners by the use of simple and easy to 

understand text. 

 Reading –based computer programs can be 

used to improve the world vocabulary, fluency, 

and comprehension of the students. This also can 

enable ELL students to increase their interaction 

with texts, pay their attention to individual needs, 

and enhance their abilities to read texts they 

would not otherwise be able to read.  

 

Use of multimedia Software 

 Multimedia are computer programs that use a 

mixture of text, graphic, sound, video and 

animation. Multimedia computer programs can 

increase the motivation for learners to develop 

their vocabulary and reading skills.  

 

Use of Electronic Dictionaries 

 Another modern way for improving the 

vocabulary of the learner focuses on the utilization 

of electronic dictionaries designed specifically for 

English language learners. These dictionaries have 

several built-in functions and tools that are not 

provided in book dictionaries (Constantineuscu, 

2007). Electronic dictionaries are also easy to use 

and represent quick tools for vocabulary 

acquisition. 

 

Conclusion  

 Using technology in learning a second 

language has become a real necessity now- a- 

days. This paper has reviewed briefly how 

technology can be utilized in developing the 

language skills of the learner. Different methods 

for using technology in improving the four 

language skills were discussed thoroughly. 
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Abstract 
 Thrust area: Innovations in ELT 

 Teaching English Language to the Non native speakers is known as English Language Teaching. It is often abbreviated as 

ELT. English Language becomes an essential one all over the world .It is an International language and also a Business language. 

Colonialism of the British might be the reason behind this .So now every countries started to teach the language of English to their 

people. Even though it is not our native language we started to study English Language. There are several ways to teach English 

Language. The first and best way that everybody knows is chalk and talk. Nowadays we need some more innovative ideas to teach 

English Language. This paper pours light on smart classes, online classes, language oriented games and practical classes are might 

be a useful one for Eng 

 

Introduction 

 Teaching English language to the non native 

speakers is known as English Language Teaching. 

It is often abbreviated as ELT. English language 

becomes an essential one over the world. It is an 

international language and also a business 

language. Colonialism of the British might be the 

reason behind this.  

 

Purpose of ELT  

 The purpose of teaching English language is 

let the non native speakers to survive and 

communicate with everyone over the globe. 

Because, nowadays there is nothing without 

English language. That’s why every countries 

started to teach English language to their people. 

Even though it is not their native language. 

 

English Language in India  

 It has the status of associate official language, 

but in fact it is the most prominent language of 

India. The most read and written language of 

India is not only for communicating with the side 

world, but also for inter and intrastate 

communication. Because of the great ethnic and 

diversity found within our nation. It acts as an 

indispensable link language. It also serves as the 

communicator among Indians who speaks 

different languages. It is very important in some 

systems like the legal, financial, educational and 

business in India. 

 

ELT 

 There are several ways to teach English 

language to the students. The first and the best 

way of teaching that everybody knows is chalk 

and talk. Yeah! not only to the English but also for 

every subjects. But nowadays it is not enough. 

Some more innovative ideas are needed to teach 

English language. This paper pours light on the 

same. Smart classes, online classes, practical 

classes and language oriented games are might be 

the useful techniques to teach it. 

 

Smart Class  

 Having book and note then memorizing the 

content and applying them in the exam papers and 

scoring high marks will not be a useful one. What 

do you understand? / what do you learn is the 

matter. Smart classes help students to understand. 

Showing English movies or else any power point 

presentations or PDF files related to English 

language help them to understand. Standing in a 

computer room automatically give a ray of hope 

to them.  

 

Online Class  

 In this twenty first generation everybody has 

smart phone. Instead of wasting time on playing 
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games. We can use them as an useful manner. 

Number of good speakers and tutors are teaching 

via online to many. Let the students to see those 

videos, must help them to improve their 

knowledge. In online we can see the native 

speakers videos too. By seeing those they can find 

the correct pronunciation of the words and how to 

speak English fluently. So online classes are one of 

the new innovative ideas in to teach English 

language. 

 

Practical Class  

 As mentioned in the smart class, memorizing 

and scoring high marks will not help anytime. So, 

apart from scoring marks they need some other 

extra qualities like Communication. Let the 

students to speak about a given topic on the spot 

or else his own topic. Making conversation 

between two friends are help to learn English 

easily. Bringing the foreigners into the classroom 

and let the students to communicate with them 

and maintaining friendship with them are also the 

main factors. 

 

Language Oriented Games  

 There is none without liking Games. That’s 

why this paper pours light on the Games too. 

Language oriented games let the students to think 

in English and learn new vocabularies. Games like 

word hunt, puzzle and spell bee are help to 

improve their skills in English. It will not be a 

boring one to the students. Conducting 

competition to the students from English 

Language Club also give interest to the students to 

learn English. 

 

Conclusion  

 There are many innovative methods to teach 

English language. The reason behind, why this 

paper pours light mainly on the smart class, online 

class, practical class and language oriented games 

is Interest. Students can understand anything if 

they involve with interest in it. So these all are the 

innovative ideas in English Language Teaching. 

Because when we introduce these innovations in 

ELT, they will automatically start to learn English 

language with interest.  
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Abstract 
 In English language learning, we have a lot to choose from the world of technology: Radio, TV, CD Rom, Computers, the 

Internet, Electronic Dictionary, Email, Blogs and Audio Cassettes, Power Point, Videos, DVD’s or VCD’s. The last two decades 
have witnessed a revolution due to onset of technology, and has changed the dynamics of various industries, and has also influenced 
the industries and the way people interact and work in the society. This rapid rising and development of information technology 

has offered a better pattern to explore the new teaching model. As a result technology plays a very important role in English 
teaching. Using multimedia to create a context to teach English has its unique advantages. This paper tries to analyze the necessity 

of multimedia technology to language teaching and also brings out the problems faced by using these technologies. It also aims to 
make English teachers aware of the strategies to use it in an effective manner. 

 

Introduction 

The technology that has entered every area of 

our life day by day, has also affected the field of 

education. Thus traditional education methods 

have become unable to meet expectations. 

Especially when it is thought that digital native 

students prefer to learn in the technological 

environment, it is necessary to use technology in 

education environments. In addition, through the 

use of information and communication 

technologies (ICTs) such as interactive boards, 

tablet PCs, smartphones, the Internet and 

computers in education, it is possible that class 

engagement increases, the lessons become more 

productive and fun, learning becomes more 

effective and students become more motivated . 

Besides, the use of ICT in education can increase 

learning speed of students, reduce the cost of 

education and appeal to different learning styles. 

In addition to all these, it is necessary to integrate 

technology in order to be able to benefit from the 

use of ICT for teaching and learning purposes. 

In English teaching and learning, ICT tools 

are considered to be the most important 

components of teaching-learning environments 

due to their important contributions to structuring 

the teaching process in a way that appeals to many 

sensory organs, helps students meet their 

individual needs, draws attention to them, 

facilitates remembrance, saves time, embodies 

abstract concepts. Barron, Orwig, Ivers and 

Lilavois (2001) define the benefits of technology 

integration as following;  

 Encourages students to learn actively, 

cooperatively based on learning and critical 

thinking  

 Supports various learning styles of students  

 Provides individual development and 

motivation  

 Increases teacher-student interaction  

 Improves communication skills  

 Helps students build cultural bridges.  

Many definitions of technology integration 

have been made in the literature. These definitions 

are quite different from each other. For this 

reason, the process of effective technology 

integration needs to be understood in order to 

understand exactly what technology integration is 

and what is not. Thus, this process and stages will 

enable us to better understand the concept of 

technology integration in English Language 

Teaching. 

 

Guideline for teachers regarding technology 

 Gunuc (2016) stated that for the successful 

and effective technology integration process in 

English and other disciplines, the following 

suggestions should be taken into account, 

especially by teachers:  
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 Student-centered approach should be focused 

while using technology.  

 The technology use should be planned in such 

a way that it can provide flow of English 

learning of students.  

 The achievements that students are required 

to reach in listening, reading, speaking and 

writing skills, should be identified and 

technology should be used based on these 

achievements.  

 Technology should be used in such a way that 

students can use English language creatively 

and develop basic English skills.  

 Students should be encouraged to use 

technology for learning purposes.  

 Technology should provide an environment 

for using high-level thinking skills such as 

critical thinking and creative thinking.  

 Technology should facilitate students‟ 

cooperative learning both inside and outside 

the classroom.  

 Technology should facilitate the acquisition of 

English language skills.  

 Technology is a must in the activities related 

to English language skills.  

 Technological environment should be adapted 

to English teaching and learning and the 

technology infrastructure should be organized 

in this direction.  

 The teacher should evaluate and improve 

himself/herself on his/her technological 

competence.  

 The teacher should follow up-to-date 

technologies that can be used in the discipline 

of English, and should carry out the 

appropriate ones in the class/curriculum.  

 Technology should be used regularly 

throughout the term in the English language 

curriculum and ICT tools should be selected 

for each subject or activity.  

 Learning environments should be based on 

problem-solving, collaborative, active and 

constructive technology. 

 These steps and stages can handle by teachers 

for an effective learning. 

 In order to use technology on an ongoing 

basis in your lessons, it is important to know your 

students and choose the correct materials to help 

them learn. 

 For ELLs at the preproduction stage (level 1), 

choosing technology that supports text with 

images such as photos, graphs, or charts is 

highly advisable since it links text with its 

visual representation and acts equally as a 

mnemonic device. 

 For ELLs at the early production stage (level 

2), in addition to those listed for level 1 

 ELLs, choosing technology that promotes 

vocabulary, grammar, and listening 

acquisition such as exercise builders, as well 

as digital stories, audio podcasts and online 

videos (YouTube) is recommended since all 

ELLs will go through a silent period when 

learning English. This means that, before 

speaking, ELLs will spend a lot of time just 

trying to understand their linguistic 

environment. To help them at this time, it is 

more important to create language rich 

opportunities to further their listening 

comprehension strategies. 

 For ELLs at the intermediate fluency stage 

(level 3) in addition to those listed for level 1 

and 2 ELLs, it is important to use technology 

that promotes speaking, reading and writing 

skills such as synchronous VoIPs (skype.com, 

gizmo.com), online elaborated texts and 

process writing tools such as writeboard.com. 

 For ELLs at the speech emergent stage (level 

4), in addition to those listed for level 1, 2, 

and 3 ELLs, it is important to promote an 

ELLs CALP, in other words, their subject-

specific language ability. Technologies that 

would naturally support this are tools that 

work in tandem with each other. Examples of 

this include a website or VLE that combines 

multiple links to e-communication tools, e-

listening tools, e-creation tools, and  

e-assessment tools.  

 

Tablets and Smart Boards 

 Mobile touch-screen technologies have 

introduced a new generation of educational tools 

in which students can have access to a wealth of 

resources allowing students to learn anywhere and 

anytime (Goodwin, 2012). There is an emerging 
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evidence to suggest that apps have a significant 

potential to support the learning process. An app 

is short form for “mobile application”, which is 

“application software designed to runon 

Smartphones, tablet computers and other mobile 

devices”. The Sydney Region, in Australia (NSW 

Curriculum and Learning Innovation Centre, 

2012) conducted a research study in order to 

provide schools with information regarding the 

use of iPads and apps in the classroom, to identify 

critical use of table technologies on teaching and 

learning, and to identify appropriate opportunities 

for professional learning for teachers. In this 

research study, 75 iPads were bought and 

distributed to three primary schools involving five 

teachers and over 90 students during the second 

semester of 2011. 

 Smart Boards are whiteboards displaying the 

image from the computer monitor with the surface 

operating as a giant touch screen. These devices 

can be mobile or wall mounted. They present 

some advantages in the classroom. They are 

interactive and great for demonstrations; they 

provide a means of learning for students of 

different learning styles, and they capture the 

attention of students and also encourage 

participation. In addition, it is not only engaging 

for the students but also for the teachers. 

 

Visual Arena 

 Visual Arena is an excellent way to provide 

comprehensible input to ELLs so that not only 

will ELLs learn the essential subject content, but 

also they will make progress in their acquisition of 

English. When students can see an image of what 

the teacher is describing or see the key words that 

the teacher is explaining, it makes the input much 

more comprehensible and removes the affective 

filter which results from the fear or boredom that 

comes of understanding very little in class. 

Conclusion 

 There are many techniques applicable in 

various degrees to language learning situation. 

Some are useful for testing and distance 

education, and some for teaching business 

English, spoken English, reading, listening or 

interpreting. The teaching principle should be to 

appreciate new technologies in the areas an 

functions where they provide something decisively 

new useful and never let machines take over the 

role of the teacher or limit functions where more 

traditional ways are superior .There are various 

reasons why all language learners and teachers 

must know how to make use of the new 

technology. Here we also need to emphasize that 

the new technologies develop and disseminate so 

quickly that we cannot avoid their attraction and 

influence in any forms. 

 Concerning the development of technology, 

we believe that in future, the use of multimedia 

English teaching will be further developed. The 

process of English learning will be more student-

centered but less time-consuming. Therefore, it 

promises that the teaching quality will be 

improved and students’ applied English skill scan 

be effectively cultivated, meaning that students’ 

communicative competence will be further 

developed. 

 In conclusion, we believe that this process can 

fully improve students’ ideation and practical 

language skills, which is helpful and useful to 

ensure and fulfill an effective result of teaching 

and learning. Barring a few problem areas 

multimedia technology can be used effectively in 

classrooms of ElT with proper computer 

knowledge on the part of teachers, overcoming the 

finance problems in setting up the infrastructure 

and not allowing the teachers to become 

technophobes. 
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Abstract 
 Literature is described as books and other written works, especially those have considered to be imaginative or artistic bless or 

immortal value. It may be explained as the profession of an author; the creation of writings whether it is imaginative prose, verse, 
etc. Such writings have considered as having lasting value, quality of form, great sensitive effect and the writings of a specific time, 

country, region, imagination and beauty. This paper looks over the western literature especially American. American literature is a 
achievement of the license of thought, a celebration of the stamina of those who have stood up for freedom, political or social or 

religious. The first American tales are written by Washington Irving, who related tales based upon regional legends. Of course, the 
Transcendentalists, of whom Emerson is one, seen the importance of insight and the strength of the specific and gateway of Nature 
to reality; they have great optimism about America. Here, this paper looks over the Eco-critical significance in Lewis Carroll’s 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. 

Keywords: Eco-criticism, Anthropocentric norms, Sphere of paralleled influence  

  

 Eco-critical writing is an forward-looking 

critical writing tactics in which writers examine 

the connection between the natural surroundings 

and literature. Professor Lawrence Buell from 

Harvard University is a chief advocate, and even 

seeker of the boundaries, of contemporary Eco-

criticism. In The Eco-critical Insurgency, Buell’s 

statement of explanations about the half-sighted 

spectrum on which eco-critical writing is focused. 

In alternative words, as Buell himself puts it, "So 

far eco-criticism has focused overwhelmingly on 

nonmetropolitan landscapes". This surrounds all 

natural processes in the world, but does not 

account for the illusionary, such as in the book 

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, by Lewis Carroll 

in which specific and abnormal interactions with 

nature are thickly make a mess throughout, until 

these actions reach a point of usualness. Certainly 

a flagrancy fictitious story, set in a fictitious 

homeland, can have eco-critical importance - 

Buell does not even report for this range of eco-

critical writing. In accordance to Buell's desire to 

extend the past typical common place focused eco-

critical writing, I clash that Alice's Adventures in 

Wonderland provides a rare platform for an eco-

critical outlook and audience, it is a fancy story 

directed towards kids, with flagrant fabrications 

that have eco-critical importance. With an eco-

critical eye towards disagreement between Alice 

and the narrator, metaphors, and multi-level 

likeness of adult female roles, they read is led to a 

new outlook of how anthropocentric standard are 

and convinced human ideology. 

 Considering the relationship between Alice 

and the narrator through an eco-critical lens 

confesses a rare technique that Lewis Carroll uses 

to examine the formation of human supremacy. 

Carroll generates conflicting mental outlooks 

about nature between Alice and the narrator, 

which avoids any preconceived beliefs the reader 

may have towards children, thereby naturally 

establishing and following anthropocentric norms. 

As Alice falls asleep and slips into her imagination 

world, the omnipresent narrator’s expedition with 

Alice into her wonder land. Throughout Alice's 

expedition through the mystic, the narrator be 

with Alice-without her aware and is the readers' 

only fixed link to the real world; often the narrator 

comments on Alice's intercommunication with 

anthropomorphic animals in a view that is much 

different than the one represented by Alice's 

commentary, but considered normal in the 

anthropocentric cosmos the narrator comes from. 

 A good symbol is when Alice’s conversation 

to the caterpillar. Alice proposals the Caterpillar 

with respect and speaks in a polite manner when 

she replies the lethargic caterpillar's well-known 

"Who are you?" question. Alice answers, "[rather 
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shyly] I – I hardly know, Sir [ ... ] I can't explain 

myself, I'm afraid, Sir" (Carroll 49). The 

restatement of the word ” Sir” is accepted during 

Alice's dialogue with the caterpillar, and is 

contrasted by the narrator's references towards the 

bug: Alice thought she might as well hold on, as 

she had nothing else to do, and possibly after all it 

might as well wait to suggest her something with 

valuable hearing. For some times it blows without 

speaking; but at last it spreads its arms, took the 

hookah out of its mouth [ .. .italics added]. (50) As 

stressed by the italics in this quotation, the 

narrator continuously mentions to the caterpillar 

as "it" - a very robotizing term despite all the 

anthropomorphic typical features the caterpillar 

displays. This difference between protagonist and 

narrator is valuable because it shows two different 

beliefs: that of a young girl in her imagination 

world, and that of an all-owerful, omnipresent 

narrator that personalizes the principle of the 

society. Wonderland exists in Alice's imagery, and 

any bizarre that the narrator includes Alice's 

analysis is a mirror image of the differences that 

stays between Alice and the narrator. Alice 

handles the animals with prejudices unknown to 

Alice in her wonderland. This brings that this 

concept is not deep-seated to the immature and 

innocent Alice, but are the result of society's 

glorification of the human race, by the human 

race. Furthermore, Alice can be seen as 

storytelling to the typical example of a typical 

immature girl: youthful, blameless, pretty, fun-

loving, curious, dynamic, etcetera. By making this 

links to an everyday child in society, Lewis Carroll 

increases an enlargement of Alice's open-minded 

thoughts towards nature, to everyday children 

throughout society. By doing this, Carroll is able 

to displays that chauvinistic anthropocentric 

norms are not a natural element, but a fictitious 

human ideology. 

 An eco-critical lens on imagination also tells a 

new outlook on anthropocentric norms. Lewis 

Carroll involves many episodes that implies a 

sense of common respect and equality among 

Alice and her surroundings through imagination. 

For instance, Carroll invents a rich 

anthropocentrically allegorical scene when Alice 

first finds the garden- shortly after Alice falls down 

the rabbit's hole. Alice is so reckless to enter the 

garden through the tiny door, she is exactly willing 

to physical alteration who she is in order to fit 

through, and to fit in. In fact, Alice changes three 

times before she achieves a size appropriate for the 

garden. This obvious demonstration of will to fit 

in  Alice's humble mental outlook towards nature, 

which shows Alice's trust towards anthropocentric 

norms. This theme of innocence is further 

supported by Alice's belief in the drinking and 

eating the doubtful eatables she finds - such as 

when she trusts the potion will not her, just 

because the bottled is not described as poison. 

Carroll's careful demonstration of innocence, pair 

up with Alice's desire to fit in with her generated 

adventure fantasy in nature further strengthens  

the reader that anthropocentric norms are an 

adopted human habit- not an automatic belief. 

 Contrasting Carroll's demonstration of Alice's 

crave to fit into her wonderland, the 

intercommunication between Alice, the Duchess, 

and the Queen reveals how symbolic adult roles 

impact children's view towards anthropocentric 

norms. While roaming through her imagination, 

Alice listens about the notorious Duchess in 

instances that collectively establish and boosts her 

supremacy.  

 A usual example of this is when Alice 

converses with the seemingly scurrying rabbit. 

Alice monitors the rabbit exclaiming, "The 

Duchess! The Duchess! Oh my dear paws! Oh my 

fur and whiskers! She'll get me executed, as sure as 

ferrets are ferrets!" (40). With this quotation from 

the rabbit, both Alice and the reader notice the 

power that humans occupies in respect to animals 

within Alice's fantasy world - which can be a 

description of how Alice notices all adults to act in 

admire to nature. Later, this is depicted when 

Alice opposites with the Duchess who is stirring a 

soup – arguably preparing to cook the pig that is 

dressed like a baby. During the communication 

Alice says to herself, "If! don't take this child away 

with [ ... J they're sure to kill it in a day or two" 

(63). Soon thereafter, Alice is expressed that the 

baby is really a pig, and once the animal is 

stripped of its anthropomorphic nature, Alice lets 

the pig run loose. By including the Duchess's 

interests towards the pig's protection, and even 

indicating towards desire of consuming the pig, 

Lewis Carroll employs the Duchess's actions (such 
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as throwing the pig up and down) and assessment 

to "robotize" the animal. Once Alice observes the 

animal dehumanized by the Duchess, she no 

longer feels responsible for its security and lets it 

run loose – an echo that the Duchess's actions had 

an register on Alice's relation with the animal, and 

that Alice is outset to personalize the beliefs of 

anthropocentric norms; had Alice not treated the 

pig a lesser being, then she would have begun to 

take care of  it like a baby human. After Alice's 

encounter with the Duchess, she soon experiences 

the Queen who is even more violent and 

ironhanded. When Alice hears the Queen’s 

yelling, "Off with their heads!" at the confused 

gardeners, Alice responds, "You shan't be 

beheaded!" and then proceeds to remain unseen 

the gardeners in a flower pot (81). Shortly after 

this, the Queen leads Alice to play croquet with 

her, and Alice happily obliges. This disregardful 

act of boldness coupled with Alice's willingness to 

follow the Queen, displays how Alice has not yet 

supported a radical sense of human supremacy, 

but has agreed this anthropocentric element in 

adults. Furthermore, the Queen's willingness to 

imply the murder of guiltless anthropomorphic 

nature seems very inhuman, but performs as a 

double edged sword in the Queen's bloody 

symbolic role. The Queen is one of the only 

human characters and mirrors Alice's perception 

(all elements of wonderland are figments of Alice's 

imagination) of adults' highly moral superiority to 

animals in three ways: (1) holding a seat of 

unlimited power conveys the dominance humans 

have over nature, (2) the reality that she royalty 

further separates her from the rest of the animals, 

and (3) the Queen's allusion to cruelty robotizes 

the anthropomorphic characters in the book.  

 Along this hypothesis, the reader is capable to 

create the network of how a pure, young, usual 

Victorian girl slowly changes from a peer position 

in nature (as you see her-and she sees herself-in 

wonderland) to a usual position in an 

anthropocentric people-she looks the actions by 

the authority around her, and slowly starts to 

follow these beliefs (such as when she no longer 

minded about the pig's safety). 

 By making both these power holders women, 

Carroll complements Alice's sphere of influence in 

three different areas in his book. The first sphere of 

paralleled influence can be build in the Victorian 

age in which Carroll wrote Alice's Adventures in 

Wonderland. In this age, it was ritual for women to 

nurture girls, and the men to nurture the boys. The 

second dimension of paralleled sphere of influence 

can be found in the short fanciful section of the 

book (before Alice encounters her wonderland). In 

this dimension Alice's older sister scans to her 

from a book assuming an adult teaching role. The 

third dimension of paralleled influence remains in 

Alice's fantasy world where Alice locates women 

at a posture of authority and influence. By 

accounting for these broad parallel of influences, 

the reader is once again capable to combine how 

children are trained to personalize anthropocentric 

norms in these three different worlds. 

 In other words, Carroll's parallelization 

between the worlds admit the reader to see how 

anthropocentric principles has represented in 

Alice's fantasy can be linked to the reader's world. 

As a result, the reader can recognize through 

Alice's actions how children slowly begin to 

personalize and admits the anthropocentric beliefs 

that adults have. 

 With this in mind, it is debatable that the 

character Alice may be Alan (a male), the duchess 

and Queen would have a Duke and King-

paralleling the sphere of influence that "Alan" 

would have had. Extending on this idea, the 

human power keepers in this story are women 

only because Alice is a young girl. With the 

mental analysis of the imagery Alan, the argument 

can be made that Alan would have had an 

agreeing occurrences in his wonderland-thus this 

strengthens my verbal fight about anthropocentric 

norms in Alice 's Adventures in Wonderland; these 

norms are not inborn to children-both boys and 

girls, Starting point of eco-critical pioneer, 

Lawrence Buell's desire to extend  past Eco-

criticism repetitious focus on lakes, rivers, 

mountains, deserts, excreta, the sphere of the 

fanciful is an unexplored area of eco-criticism.  

 Lewis Carroll's novel Alice's Adventures in 

Wonderland is a great platform to study eco-critical 

importance in the supernatural. Looking at the 

imagination through an eco-critical lens explains 

to the reader an outlook of how anthropocentric 

norms are established. This lens shows Alice as a 
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young girl anxious to fit into her surroundings 

even if this means building some extreme 

modifications to her physical appearance. The 

universal narrator is Alice's only network to the 

outside world she/he (the narrator) explores with 

Alice into her wonderland-supply a contrast that 

highlights Alice's anti-prejudice attitudes towards 

anthropomorphic characters. Additionally, the 

glass for vision reveals how anthropomorphic 

norms are slowly accepted by children during their 

intercommunications with adults which ultimately 

numb the children to humans' egocentric attitudes 

and actions towards animals-making an indirect 

representation to the real world through Carroll's 

use of parallel spheres of influence. This parallel 

relation, not only from Alice's dream to her 

reality, but also from the novel to the real world, 

builds a multi-level relationships between the 

three-which ultimately admits readers to make an 

cortical connection from the fantasy to the world 

in which they read about Alice. Furthermore, 

utilizing a cortical lens on Alice's Adventures in 

Wonderland grants the novel a multi-perceptual 

quality that appeals to both children and adults 

(multi-generational).  

 With Alice's Adventures in Wonderland set up 

eco-critical significance, further eco-critical 

readings of imagination has the ability to have 

fantastical results. 
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Abstract 

 This paper deals with the novel taming of women which is a rustic story of the conflicts and struggles between tenacious 
women and tyrannical men. Through this novel sivakami reveals how male characters are longing for a little power and women 

and trying to hold it in whatever situations they are. And also she tells about the women and their adjustments though they have 
frequent conflicts between them.The most part of Taming of women describes about the discrimination between men and women. 
The whole story is about typical Tamil women, Anandhayi married to a womanizer, Periyannan and their family. The novel is 

not only about the family struggles but also about the struggle for power not only between genders, but generations and families 
within the village.  

Keywords: Dalits, woman, conflicts, suppression. 

 

Introduction 

 Anandhayi paced up and down in the dark 

room. Her contractions had started by the dawn 

she knew that the baby would be born. She had 

been aware of it for the past week. After all, she 

had already given birth to four. Wouldn’t she 

know?  Muthakka unfailingly arrived, as she had 

been there for the previous deliveries too. Last 

week they had been skirmishes with her husband. 

Because a distant cousin had whispered secretly to 

her that “I saw machchan last week near the 

blacksmith, with a woman” (1) she had been 

fuming from that day and he hadn’t bother about 

it and said “Endi, why do you keep such a long 

face?’ he’d asked. But before she could reply, ‘Oh 

fine, whatever,” ate washed his hands and left as if 

on an important errand.”(1)  Muthakka did her 

chores comfortably because she had been there for 

the previous three deliveries.  

 The aged crone was nagging “I give birth to 

eleven. Who was there to help me? The third day 

after my delivery, I would be there, making kanji. 

The baby would be wailing and bawling in corner. 

Now for her, she need help to stand, and help to 

bend!”(2) Anandhayi thought to say that she had 

eleven but only the last survived though the crown 

being a mother in law so she tried not to back 

chat. In her contractions Anandhayi looked 

around for Muthakka. Her bed was empty and she 

felt a sharp spasm. She looked at the latch and it 

was undone. She pushed the door but it couldn’t 

be open.  “Witch. She ‘s locked it from the outside 

and gone to sleep with her younger brother,” 

Anandhayi grumbled. ‘Let her get back, huh’ (2) 

and she didn’t look away from the window and 

she said ‘There she is….my dear hussy… oh no, 

that is not Muthakka. She is too tall. Now who is 

this new harlot? She has pinned jasmine on her 

hair bun. Her satin blouse shines like a glow-

worm…there she is, going up the stair way … 

she’s gone up!’(pg2) as soon as the woman 

reached upstairs Muthakka followed through the 

front door. She was taken aback to see Anandhayi 

awake near the window. Muthakka asked her has 

the pain started?  Why do you stand there in the 

dark? Anandhayi holding back her tears asked her 

where she vanished. Muthakka told her that she 

went for late night show and then went to the 

open fields.  

 Anandhayi asked her about latching the door 

from outside and was angry that what if a stranger 

were to walk in. Muthakka asked her about the 

pain as she moaned but Anandhayi was conscious 

about the hussy women who went upstairs 

Muthakka ignored her and went to bring the dhobi 

women who help her in delivery. Anandhayi hid 

herself in the gap between the steps and the wall 

after a long wait she heard the door open upstairs 

and hushed voices. A tall figure came down the 

stairs and stepped on the last rung when 
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Anandhayi grabbed the hair bun tightly. That was 

it. The crone woke up and, picking up her stick, 

called out in a grainy voice, ‘who’s that?’ 

periyannan climbed down and released the 

woman from anandhayi’s grip and pushed her 

aside. Anandhayi crashed to the ground with a 

loud sob. Crone helped her to get up and scolded 

periyannan for his merciless act. The hussy 

women tied her hair carefully and adjusted her 

sari and crossed the compound. Anandhayi slowly 

raised with the crones help. The water had broken. 

Forgetting her stringent cleanliness the crone 

rested Anandhayi against the wall and helped her 

in delivery. As she was comforting her she called 

out for Muthakka but there was no response the 

crone wiped anandhayi’s tears and wet nose with 

the end of her sari. She hugged her tightly; at one 

sharp strain the head popped out Anandhayi held 

the soft tender head in her palms and gently drew 

the baby out. Madhalaiamma cut the cord with a 

sickle, rapped the baby in a sari handed it to 

Muthakka.  

 Anandhayi shut her tear filled eyes thinking 

about her husband who did not come down at his 

new born’s cry. Anandhayi had four children. The 

eldest was Mani, kala the next was balan and the 

last one dhanam. Four were waked up to see the 

new born and was eager to know it’s a boy or a 

girl. In the morning periyannan came down the 

steps and asked Muthakka about the baby and 

instructed her not to leave until everything sets up. 

He gave 15 rupees for vegetables and told her to 

prepare nice mutton kolambu tonight without 

letting none. He left without having his breakfast 

since he had a highway contract in puthur. 

Madhalaiamma waited for her money but 

Muthakka told her that she will be getting 

everything on 11th day still Madhalaiamma can’t 

leave with empty handed so she gave her 2 rupees. 

After the children left for school Muthakka 

prepared hot garlic rasam and gave it to 

Anandhayi. As the smell of hot food reached the 

crones nose she asked for the food as Muthakka is 

serving her she scolded the slut who was there last 

night she also told her to take care of the 

surroundings. 

 Chinnasami was in the fields with helpers to 

cut the over grown. Muthulinagam, 

vadakathiyaan, sudalai, mahalingam and their kin 

had raised their huts on the waste land next to the 

two-storied house.  Vadakathiyaal, wife of 

vadakathiyaan, chellamma, her daughter 

pappaathi, pasudhi, wife of Muthulinagam and 

four others arrived and started working in the 

fields. Pasudhi and chellamal kept on talking to 

Vadakathiyaal, and they were scolded by 

chellasami to finish the work. At noon Muthakka 

suddenly screamed high ‘Aley …. Chinnasami! 

Come here at once… run…she has ruined us….. 

Come here!’ ‘Amma has a high fever and fits… 

run, fetch the doctor…’(pg16). By the time 

physician arrived, the village was gathered in 

Anandhayi’s house. The physician spread his 

medicine on a toasted betel leaf, rubbed her feet 

with it and tied it to her big toe. The doctor rinsed 

his hands clean with soap and left. Periyannan 

returned in the evening to see new born baby. 

Anandhayi ignored to see him as he was kissing 

the baby and playing. The crone grumbled aloud 

about her son’s nasty behavior but he left without 

bothering.  

 On the day of punniyadhanam, the Iyer 

soaked a bunch of mango leaves in a pot of cow’s 

urine and went around the house chanting 

mantras and spraying the urine in every room. 

The Iyer made a horoscope saying it was 

wonderful and all good luck for father. Everything 

father touches will turn to gold. Delighted 

periyannan gifted the Iyer flowers, bananas, 

coconuts, and two baskets of paddy, a vessel full 

of tamarind, a measure of chilies and a measure of 

yellow gram in a gunny bag and had them safely 

delivered to his house.  

 At night match box fell on anandhayi’s lap 

and when she raised her voice to know who it 

was, periyannan asks her to get water for him 

since an ant went in his ear. Anandhayi’s goes up 

to help him as usual he took over her. In the 

morning Muthakka packs herself to leave but 

Anandhayi asks her to stay back for 10 more days. 

But Muthakka scolds her for leaving the child 

alone last night. At last she was convinced with 

anandhayi’s touched words ‘……………..whom 

do I have to call my own, except you? Do I have 

parents and brothers?’(21) Later as periyannan 

tried to touch her, Muthakka scolded him. There 

was a tiny boil on dhanam’s knee it was swollen. 

She began to complain in the night but there were 
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no one around to help her. Chinnasami has gone 

to gather hay from the hay stack. And Anandhayi 

can’t send the remaining kids into the dark the 

crone heard of everything and scolded dhanam to 

notice the pain only at night. She comforts her 

saying as soon as Chinnasami arrives she will get 

her medicine. After so many quarrels between 

Anandhayi and the crone Chinnasami arrives 

calming them down he looks for dhanam. 

Chinnasami takes crying dhanam and gently rubs 

her knee and comfortingly he makes her sleep. 

 The days passed and it rained continuously 

the water in the big lake was spilling over the 

bank. If it rained one more day, the paddy fields 

could be flooded. All men are at home like 

women. The men gathered at the supervisor’s 

thinnai his wife served tea for everyone but 

without sugar. His wife had a sister who was 

known as the beauty of the town. The men longed 

to see her but she wouldn’t step out she was tall, 

fair, and slightly plump. Her name was neelaveni; 

thirty and yet to be married, there were rumors 

about her character in the village since neelaveni 

rejected every prospective groom. She moved into 

her sister’s house when her parents died. The 

supervisor looked on her as his own daughter after 

his first wife passed away he married the other. He 

had three sons from the first marriage. The eldest 

was the teacher in the local primary school. The 

second born with marred eye sight, was 

Anbuselvan. The third was manickam a school 

dropout curly haired and generally the lout who 

harassed the village women and the second wife’s 

only son thangadurai, fed on his mothers breast till 

he completed class five. It stopped after a point, 

perhaps because he took to smoking beedi’s. 

Within the blink of an eye he could finish a whole 

bundle of beedi’s. The supervisor was angry with 

iyyakannus’s behavior and Anbuselvan wanted to 

mess with him but salli tells them that periyannan 

and iyyakannu didn’t stop with water affair and 

they were talking about manickam and veni’s 

private matters too. The supervisor tells his wife to 

be strict with her. 

 Kala always visits mariayyi’s house taking 

Arul with her. Arul was the fifth girl of 

Anandhayi. Mariayyi had a crazy brother, 

Dingumalli who speaks very chaste Tamil and his 

house was full of books this was the reason kala 

would go there under the guise of entertaining the 

baby. Dingumalli gives her a book with the title 

‘pullivettaikkupoonapullimaan’ (that deer that 

went on a tiger hunt) the moment she took the 

book she left the baby in the cradle and sat to read 

the book. Periyannan enters the house with files 

and asks for kala he finds out the book she was 

reading and pounces on Anandhayi by holding her 

hair. Mani slowly pilfer money from his father’s 

pocket and he also started cheating on buying the 

provisions when he was asked to buy 500ml 

coconut oil he would buy 450ml and finally he 

was caught and caned. One day iyyakannu visits 

periyanna’s house at late night he wanted to 

borrow his bulls for two days so that he can 

plough his field because that was the right time to 

do by morning periyannan says that he cannot 

lend the bulls the very day since he needed them 

to help around with the sesame seeds.   

 Periyannan’s great grandfather used to live in 

an unnamed street along the lake his grandfather 

found it tough to walk everyday to the fields and 

back. So he had a hut  erected along the field and 

moved their as the days passed he dug a well and 

converted the dry land into a flourishing field it 

was during periyanna’s fathers time that the well 

was deepened, the hut became the brick house and 

the field greener. Periyannan took a bank loan to 

add a motor and developed it.  

 One day the town wore a festive look and all 

the villages were in new clothes waiting on the 

road. In everyone’s hand they had petitions as the 

collector was going to visit the village. As it is 

village custom few women waved the ritual plate 

but the collector wasn’t interested in these things 

and everyone submitted their petitions to him 

hoping that he would help them soon. The days 

passed and there was no response from collector’s 

office. People of the town too forgot his visit and 

they were normal.  

 Anandhayi first time had made idly at home 

she started preparing early morning thinking that 

she can satisfy the children. When they saw 

Anandhayi making idly s at home the children 

started counting how many they could eat. By 11 

in the morning Anandhayi could only eat two idly 

s before cleaning up the vessels. Poondukizhavis 

pier procession passed anandhayi’s home seeing 

that Arul asked her about her grandmother details 
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she tells the kid that she lost eldest who died of 

cholera, the next four also died of the same 

cholera, three at child birth and two at cart 

accident. 

 The Pentecost family moved to the town. The 

women of the family were devamaniammal and 

her husband Sebastian and they had four children. 

This family with their prayers and chores tried to 

attract the children from the streets. Poongavanam 

the daughter of Vadakathiyaal was hurry to get to 

school when she was thought by her mother to do 

the chores. She skipped her breakfast so that she 

can reach school and attend for the test. By the 

time she finished her English test she heard 

someone saying poongavanam to go home. She 

ran without knowing why and only thing she saw 

was her father’s death. 

 Kala came of age periyannan did not organize 

a big function for kala. He decided to do 

something along with her wedding. There was a 

change in kalas attitude which wasn’t liked by 

Mani even her desire for learning cycle angered 

her father and ended up by beating Anandhayi. A 

new town rose up next to the sugar mill where 

there were electricity substation, plenty of rice 

mills, fertilizer godowns, granaries, all sanctioned 

by the taluk office, though that office was in 

another town. Dahandapani introduced new 

women who were lakshmi to periyannan. He fell 

for her beauty, which made him to stay most of 

the days with her. Balan fell sick and dies. 

Periyannan and Anandhayi fights on his death 

pointing at each other responsibilities for it. Since 

periyannan stayed away in the town and 

agriculture had slowed down. Chinnasami 

stopped working for periyannan. He learned to 

drive a tractor and now worked on appannan’s 

field. After attending the age kala along with 

mariyamma tries to take everyone’s attention 

towards her. Her mother observes her and tells 

periyannan to seek alliance for her. On the day of 

kalas wedding periyannan brings lakshmi to his 

home. 

 Dhanam came of age she was not like kala 

she expects her mother to do everything as it was 

done for kala. Mani fails in his exams and lakshmi 

supports him to study further. One day anbu the 

youngest kid of periyannan tells his father that 

someone visited lakshmi. This angers him which 

brings a quarrel between them. He hits her with 

that lakshmi gets angry and takes a sickle to goes 

after him in order to help his father  mani kicks 

her on the cheat, cursing ‘do even call yourself a 

women?’ periyannan took over it and storms 

heavily on her chest and stomach. Lakshmi was 

more concerned about mani’s reaction towards 

her since she felt him as her own brother. Lakshmi 

escaped to her parent’s house. Periyannan wastes 

all his money on hunting for her. Finally he gets 

her and brings her back promising that he never 

raise her finger on her or to ever be suspicious. 

Finally there was peace and he thought everything 

was set in right but it wasent. This time she left no 

clue as to where she could have gone. 

 Periyannan sent for the priest. Iyer landed up 

and declared that both the south and north ends in 

his horoscope were maimed. Not satisfied with the 

priest periyannan sent for an astrologer. The 

astrologer tells him not to search for her as he was 

instructed by chinnakannu and Anandhayi. 

Periyannan finds out that the bottles of brandy 

were missing and got to know that there were 

taken by Mani. Periyannan and mani brings 

lakshmi back after knowing that she eloped with 

lorry driver. 

 The kangani had got an upper hand because 

periyannan was preoccupied with lakshmi hunting 

and had ignored both his contract and the political 

party. Poongavanam works in supervisor’s house 

she was very fond of neelaveni and called her akka 

casually during her conversation she found time to 

praise lakshmi to veni. ‘She is taller than you and 

much fairer.’ And she also asks her why she 

doesn’t talk to manickam this question makes her 

to thinking about the incident which happens 

years back. When manickam was in his 

adolescence, veni too was much younger. One 

night there was a huge storm and there were 

visitors in the house. Kangani woke him up who 

was sleeping out on the thinnai and asked him to 

go inside and sleep. Veni offered her bed to him 

and she took a sheet and lay down. Just as veni 

was dropping off to sleep, she felt a hand roam her 

thigh. She slapped it off. She sprang up and 

opened a window she saw a foam climb into the 

cot and lie down she couldn’t believe what had 

just happened after that night manickam and veni 

never looked at each other again. Dhanam looked 
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beautiful fairer and fleshier than kala. Kala, on the 

other hand was slender. Dhanam was over 

sensitive, could burst into tears at the drop of a 

hat, could not bear her hunger or control her 

temper. Mani took another shot at his exams and 

failed once again he started pestering periyannan 

for work. Poor periyannan was going through a 

bad patch of luck and could find no new contracts. 

His fields were lying fallow and the creditors were 

knocking on his door. He had no running cash. 

Mutthakka had come to help out with kalas 

delivery. Her hair was now snowy. She had been 

down with a bad fever and had lost her gait. Later 

lakshmi slowly started working in the fields and 

Arul and anbu would be accompanying her  

 Iyyakannu’s son maharaja was grown now 

that he could reweave the thatched roof of his 

house all by himself and began to go water the 

fields noollaikannu had grabbed an acre of the 

waste ground next to iyyakannus fields so he 

would water both, leave his hoe their and walk 

towards the pond maharaja was always eager to 

return home once the sun went down so one day 

he opened the cannel into his field and went to 

pick his underwear that was drying on the fence. 

Noolaikannun ran up to open the cannel to his 

field, only to find the water half empty. He saw 

that the soil in maharaja’s field was soaking wet. 

‘Hey, you chap…’ he yelled. ’Stop there, I say! 

Take a step further and I shall break your ribs.’ He 

approached maharaja with his spade. Maharaja 

reported the incident to his father   at once 

iyyakannu leapt to his feet. Angamma controlled 

him to stay quiet and she stopped him. Kangani 

took up the things in his hand and he made her get 

arrest.  

 As the days pass by Anandhayi got aborted 

and for the next four days she lay in her bed, not 

stirring, and lakshmi took care of her. Lakshmi 

started working alone in the fields sometimes 

poongavanam accompany her once when lakshmi 

was working alone manickam comes asking for 

poongavanam. The next few days it continued the 

conversations grew, something more than words 

were exchanged. 

 Dhanam was in her tenth grade she was no 

longer interested in her studies. One day she 

disappeared at night around eight. Anandhayi 

went searching for her and found her in the 

coconut field. There in the darkness she could see 

too people almost coupling. It was Dhanam and 

the peacher’s son, Daniel.  She warns her saying 

that she will complaint to her father. After that 

day she brings Daniel to her home in the 

afternoon in everyone’s absence. But Lakshmi 

caught them and sends Daniel to his home. Before 

she could complain to Anadhayi about the 

incident, Dhanam wails aloud.  Not aware of the 

situation she scolds both but Anadhayi’s guessed 

what had happened. From that moment Dhanam 

takes advantage of the things and starts irritating 

Lakshmi by tearing up her clothes, mixing cow 

dung in her bathwater.  

 When kala arrives at his mother’s home 

Anandhayi prepares chicken curry. When 

everyone sits to eat she observes her father piling 

the meat on to Lakshmi’s plate. The very night 

Lakshmi pretends to spend happily and at late 

night she elopes with manickam. Periyanna was 

more irritated with her elope and through MLA he 

gets to know that they were in Kodaikanl. And 

bought her back.Anadhayi gets addicts to tobacco.  

 Periyanna and his gang plans to take revenge 

on kangani.  The gang steals his motor, cuts corn 

at moon light, steals four goat kids. Nollaikannu 

and his gang wait to pounce back on periyyanna’s 

gang. They wait near bushes and as they 

approached near Nollaikaanu sprang with 

shinning sickle and pounced on him. Manickam 

had cornered periyannan and he cut his right 

hand. But Iyyaknannu left alone when 

Nollaikannu attacked him. He went near him with 

sickle he cut his legs and hands. Periyanna was 

rescued by Kullan and Sudalai and taken to 

hospital.  

 At hospital Periyyanan preferred Lakshmi to 

stay and asked to leave Anandhayi.  The next day 

Angamma comes to Anandhayi’s home asking 

them to help her son to a job. She tells him to talk 

to periyannan and sends her by giving food. When 

she keeps on visiting their home for job, he 

directly says that he cannot look job for him.  

 Later the old crone condition gets worst and 

she dies. After her death Lakshmi pretends that 

she possessed by her mother in lay as it was 

superstitious belief.  Lakshmi wanted to leave him 

but he wouldn’t let her go. She waited for her time 

and took poison and she died. Periyyanna burst 
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into tears. Dhanam as usual skipping the school 

when Periyanna got a complaint against her, Mani 

caught them near bus stand. He hit Daniel and 

caned her. Daniel committed suicide and dhanam 

too thought of ending up her life but anandhayi 

saved her and got her married to another person.  

 The next town was now a taluk. The place 

where periyannan’s house was located was now 

very important. He had sold off all the land along 

the highway and made a handsome bargain. He 

also had a shop that sold cement and steal. Mani 

and Anbu worked full time for him. Under his 

oppression of course, knowing full well that any 

rebelling meant no money. They would also have 

to leave the house but Mani had five children and 

Anbu two. Arul was now married. And it was 

after that her love for her mother overflowed. 

Perhaps Anandhayi has cursed her husband gave 

it to her in no small measure. She visited her 

mother often. Since her father saw her lucky 

symbol, she alone was allowed to talk to him face 

to face.  

 And now Anandhayi became old 

grandmother but still her condition was same 

enquiring about her husband but still she pretend 

not to bother about him.  
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Abstract 
 African American writing had its deep root in the historical circumstances of slavery. Many writers of African American 

literature started their literary career before the World War I through various forms of slave narratives. The writers exposed the 
facts and horrors of American slavery to convey the psychological disturbance faced by the black people. The present paper brings 

out the role of gender; race and class in African American society through Alice Walker’s work The Color Purple.  In this novel 
Walker portrays women’s strength, endurance, resourcefulness in confronting and overcoming oppression. This paper exposes that 

it is women who becomes a medium for the upliftment of other women.  

Keywords: Circumstances, narratives, psychological, oppression, medium, upliftment  

 

Introduction 

 African American writing had its deep root in 

the historical circumstances of slavery. Many 

writers of African American literature started their 

literary career before the World War I through 

various forms of slave narratives. The writers 

exposed the facts and horrors of American slavery 

to convey the psychological disturbance faced by 

the black people. Black fiction emerged by 

reflecting the abiding forces of racism and 

discrimination. This kind of fiction followed a 

standardized form of autobiography, in which the 

writers’ personal memory played a significant part. 

There were many writers like William Wells, 

Harriet Wilson, Zora Neale Hurston, Toni 

Morrison, Maya Angelou and Alice Walker who 

fought against the gender and racial 

discrimination and to express the horrifying 

assaults on blacks like rape and lynching.  

 Alice Walker is recognized as one of the 

major black writers, who emerged during the 

literary renaissance of the 1970’s. The themes 

reflected in her writings were her experiences of 

alienation, loss of her childhood days, her anger 

and sufferings in life.  Some of her major works 

were The Third Life of Grange Copeland, The Color 

Purple, In Search of Our Mother’s Garden, Meridian, 

etc. she was highly appreciated for her novel The 

Color Purple (1982) which won her the Pulitzer 

Prize and the National Book Award in 1983. This 

is an autobiographical novel written in an 

epistolary form. As an autobiographical novel it 

deals with the life of her great grandmother who 

faced rape and child bearing at the age of eleven. 

By using epistolary technique the author expresses 

the problems and emotions of the characters very 

realistically. 

 The present paper brings out the role of 

gender; race and class in African American society 

through Alice Walker’s work The Color Purple.  In 

this novel Walker portrays women’s strength, 

endurance, resourcefulness in confronting and 

overcoming oppression. This paper exposes that it 

is women who becomes a medium for the 

upliftment of other women. It is the story of Celie, 

a poor and illiterate southern black woman who 

struggles to escape the brutality and degradation 

inflicted upon her by men. The story is initially 

addressed through her own letters, which she 

wrote out of isolation and despair to God.   

 The mentality of African American men is 

portrayed through the male characters like Albert, 

Alphonso and Harpo. As a teenager, Celie is 

molested and beaten by her stepfather, later he 

forced her into a loveless marriage to Albert, a 

widower with four children. But Albert is in love 

with vivacious and determinedly independent 

Blues Singer named Shug Avery, so he merely 

considers Celie a servant and an occasional sexual 

convenience. When he was questioned by his 

eldest son Harpo as why he beats Celie, he simply 

replies, “Cause she my wife.”(35)   
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 In this novel Walker’s own experience of 

disinheritance of her family is reflected through 

her protagonist Celie. Walker states that, “Because 

I’m black and I’m woman and because I was 

brought up poor and because I’m a 

southerner…..the way I see the world is quite 

different from the way many people see it.” (40) 

Walker’s female characters struggle to establish an 

identity of their own and survive as a whole in the 

midst of the horrors of racism and sexism. Those 

female characters are Celie, Nettie, Shug and 

Sophia. These characters struggle hard to face 

themselves from rigid definitions of black 

womanhood in order to achieve a meaningful 

psychic renewal.  

 The character Nettie is set as an example of 

the first woman to escape from the superior 

gendered society; she made it along with her 

education. She not only identified herself but also 

she helps her sister Celie to find a path towards 

self- identity. Celie becomes unvoiced towards all 

the sufferings and she was not even aware of the 

value of women hood. She understood the 

wonders in women through Shug, who stood best 

example for sisterhood relationship. Sofia the 

rebellious character in the novel is created with at 

most care, because she has inspired Celie that 

women should protest against the self–centered 

male society to get back their rights. 

 In the life journey of Celie, the author pictures 

the sufferings, oppressions, turmoil of society and 

men are amazingly painted through her words. 

For example the opening line of the novel reveals 

the oppression of women by men, “You better not 

never tell nobody but God. It’d kill your 

mammy.”(3) This novel expresses both personal 

and historical change in the characters. Moreover 

the women of African American society have 

inferiority in connection with their colour and 

beauty. This is revealed from the protagonist 

Celie, who longs for physical beauty. Her 

ignorance made her to believe that only physical 

beauty is the enough quality for women tends to 

place them in a superior position. Her ignorance 

soon vanishes because of Shug, who interprets 

what a real beauty is. Soon Celie’s complex 

towards physical beauty cease to exist and she 

tries to understand the qualities of a complete life.    

Shug Avery was a woman. The most beautiful 

woman I ever saw. 

She more pretty than my mama. She bout ten 

thousands times more 

prettier than me…. An now, when I dream, I 

dream of Shug Avery. (8) 

 Celie’s transformation is carried out with the 

help of her journey from her rural background to 

Memphis, a city. It is here that she develops 

confidence and a sense of self – esteem. Now she 

is both a designer and a maker of pants. Celie’s 

mental strength and courage is expressed in her 

words when she says, “It’s time to leave you and 

enter into creation. And your dead body just the 

welcome mat I need.” (180) Now Celie has 

attained freedom and strength economically, 

politically and psychologically. Male characters 

underwent the changes and try to accept women’s 

empowerment in the novel. The reconstructed 

coloured men Harpo and Albert became active 

participants and took part in the expanding circle 

of affection, love and care.  

 From this paper, it is identified that a dumb 

and inferior woman can achieve anything, if she 

possesses the courage and determination through 

the character of Celie. 
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Abstract 

 The scope for using plain words and the opposite is rich in English because we have so many words with the same or similar 
meanings. As English speaking countries more informal many official bodies have promised to use plain language in their dealing 
with the public. Generally, therefore, the place of unusual words is in technical contexts or in literature and journalism, where 

readers are prepared to travel further with a writer’s flight of fancy. The chief reason for writing at work is to give information in 
away that’s readily understood-to bridge the gap between what you know and what the readers knows. Generally plain words do 

this best. Sometimes an unusual word is perfect for the job, expressing just what you want to say. Then you should use it and either 
give an explanation or trust the context to explain; you should not always hope that busy readers will be willing to consult a 

dictionary, even supposing they own one. 

 

Introduction 

 Here is a local government official in England 

being obstructive to citizens who wish to display 

posters in a public library: 

 Your request raises a question as to the 

provenance and  

 Veraciousness of the material and i must 

consider individually  

   All posters of a polemic or disputatious 

nature. 

 Both sentences over dress simple ideas in 

phrases designed to impress not inform. In 

forelock tugging times people might have been 

impressed now they smell pomposity and dislike 

being force to translate. 

For business writers this may be costly. An 

accountancy firm wrote a business proposal in this 

kind of language: 

 At present recessionary cycle is aggravating 

volumes through your modern manufacturing 

and order processing environment which 

adjustment and will remained a key issue. 

What they probably meant was: 

 Output and orders Have falen because of the 

recession but there is little scope for reducing the 

workforce. 

 Whatever they meant, they baffled their 

audience and did not win the business. A selling 

point obscured by waffle is likely to be missed by 

the readers. An Aeronautics firm wrote to a 

prospective customer: 

 We would anticipate being able to optimize 

the engine design from an emission point of 

view 

 As English speaking countries become more 

informal many official bodies have promised to 

use plain language in their dealings with the public 

sir Ernest Gower’s  motto,” be short, be simple, be 

human, has begun to take root. When people 

expect plain words, they are even more surprised 

to get officialese. The chief reason for writing at 

work is to give information in a way that’s readily 

understood to bridge the gap between what you 

know and what the reader knows generally, plain 

words do this best. if you want to say: 

 Before the court case started, the usher 

asked every one for silence 

 Those are the plain words you would use. you 

would not make people struggle with: 

 Prior to the commencement of the court 

case, the usher requested all persons present 

adopt a mantle of quitude. 

 Not that there is anything wrong with long or 

unusual words in the right place and for the right 

audience (and many long words are not unusual 

think of immediately or disappointment) 

sometimes an unusual word is perfect for the job 

expressing just what you want to say. Then you 

should use it and either give and an explanation or 

trust the context to explain; you should not always 

hope that busy readers will be willing to consult a 

dictionary, 
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 Even supposing they own one in a technical 

document there is a place for technical words, 

which will be plain enough to technical people. 

Generally, therefore the place for unusual words is 

in technical context or in literature and journalism 

where readers are prepared to travel further with a 

writer’s flight of fancy. 

 Some times highly educated writers are 

surprised that words they regard as ordinary are 

unknown to the person sitting next to them on the 

train. Take that example about displaying posters 

in the library: 

You request raises a question as to the 

provenance and veraciousness of the material, 

and i must consider individually all posters of a 

polemic or disputatious nature. 

 Of the hundreds of educated people I have 

shown it to during writing skills courses only a 

handful have known that provenance means 

origin or source. A similar problem arises with a 

word favoured by lawyers: ‘Notwithstanding 

when testing people comprehension of legal 

documents I have found that few non-lawyers can 

explain it even in context. Alternative plain words 

are available: ‘despite’, ‘inspite of’, however or 

‘but’ can all do the same jobs. ‘Notwithstanding’ 

like foresooth, ‘peradventure’ and ‘verily ‘has 

virtually disappeared from every day speech and 

writing. Removing it and other oddities from legal 

documents will benefit people, not hammer a nail 

in the coffin of mass literacy by reducing their 

exposure to unusual words. 

 We should not worry if archaic words 

disappear from time to time. When people no 

longer understand a word, or if it is not doing a 

usual job, its day is done and other words will 

move in to fill the gap. This has happened 

throughout history. Once, it was considered 

correct to use, ye in such construction as ‘ye’ 

believe ‘ye’ said and gather ‘ye’ rosebuds while 

‘ye’ may. If any one used ‘ye’ like this today we 

would think they had stepped out of a time 

machine. ‘you’ has ousted its rival and we seem to 

be none this worse. 

 The scope for using plain words-and the 

opposite-is rich in English because we have so 

many words with the same or similar meanings 

(‘synonyms’).For example, the cauldron that 

bubbled for centuries with bits of Latin, French, 

Old Norse Old English threw up several synonyms 

for ‘start’ - ‘begin’ ’commence’, ‘initiate’, institute’ 

and ,’originate’, There is room for all these words, 

but only ‘start ‘and ‘begin ‘are first choices in 

today’s  plain-English lexicon. 

 If you overuse the words in the left-hand 

column of the table, your writing could be 

perceived as pompous, officious and long winded. 

Not that anyone should forbid you from ever 

using them, but judicious use of the alternatives 

will help you to be shorter, simpler and more 

conversational. The alternatives are not always 

synonyms, so use them with a proper care for 

meaning and for the job they have to do in hate 

sentence. In some contexts, words like 

‘remuneration’ ‘domicile’ and ‘residence ‘have 

technical meanings and cannot be substituted by 

their plainer alternatives. Official -sounding terms: 

Accede, Plainer alternatives: Agree, grant, allow. 

 A word on some troublesome words: Address 

‘we are addressing the problem and will let you 

have a reply soon’. Occasionally ambiguity arises 

from the use of address in this way :’The minister 

has been addressing the letter he received from 

Mr.Smith. Cynics also say the verb is often used as 

a cover for inacton. More precise verbs are usually 

available, such as ‘consider ‘and ‘tackle’. 

 Advices Still a favourite pomsity among 

lawyers: ‘I await your advices in respect of this 

matter’. Better to be precise and use ‘instruction’, 

suggestion’ or ‘comments’. 

 Advise Near universal business English for 

‘inform’, tell’ or ‘let me know’, but to avoid 

ambiguity it is better to use one of these and keep 

‘advise’ for ‘give advice to’. This avoids such 

officialese as ‘please’ be advised that your cheque 

is in the post’ which, apart from usually being 

untrue, begins with four redundant words. 

 And/or the oblique puts the reader to the 

trouble of creating three possible meanings. 

Instead of writings ‘we will bring horses and/or 

donkeys’, prefer ‘we will bring horses or donkeys 

or both’. When used in legal documents, and/or 

has caused much litigation. if you can avoid it to 

do so. 

 Anticipate Often used as a posh word for 

‘expect’. Their different meanings should not be 
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allowed to merge, saycareful users. Anticipate 

means to take some action to forestall, or benefit 

from, a future event: 

 Customers anticipated the rise in interest 

rates by choosing fixed rate loans. 

 At the end of the day This is waffle for 

‘ultimately’. ‘Eventually’ or ‘in the end ‘.The only 

thing that really occurs ‘at the end of the day’ is 

nightfall. 

 Brainchild This is journalese for ‘idea’. If you 

have several ideas, please do not call them 

brainchildren. 

 Disconnect ‘we regret that your supply could 

be disconnected unless you make a satisfactory 

arrangement to pay the arrears’. It used to be 

impossible to persuade electricity and gas suppliers 

to use the plainer ‘cut off’-it was thought to be ‘not 

quite nice’. Now they all do it. 

Etc (Latin: et cetera, meaning ‘the rest’.) This is 

perhaps the best understood Latin abbreviation 

and, though sometimes labelled ‘extreme thought 

collapse’, is harmless if used in moderation and if 

precision is not required: 

 The burglar stole Televisions, videos etc. 

 If a list is introduced by a word like ‘such as’ 

or ‘includes’, ‘etc’ is unnecessary because the 

reader knows the list is incomplete: 

 The stolen goods included televisions, 

videos and stereos.      
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Abstract 

 Expressionism is a term first used by painter Julian Auguste Harve in 1901, while trying to distinguish his paintings from 
Impressionism. Expressionist movement in art was initiated in Germany in early 20th century under the influence of Swedish 
Playwright Strindberg. It was at its height between 1910- 1925, just before, during and after the World War-I. In America, 

Expressionism made a strong impact on the plays of Eugene O'Neill such as ' The Emperor Jones (19221), The Hairy Ape (1922) 
and The Great God Brown (1926). The Hairy ape is the first expressionist play in America. The Hairy Ape is an expressionist play 

by Eugene O’Neil about a brutish, unthinking laborer known as Yank as he searches for a sense of belonging in world controlled by 
the rich. 

 

Introduction 

 Eugene O'Neill is an prominent playwright of 

the 20th century American drama. He is not only 

the creator of the serious American drama, but he 

ranks with the greatest European dramatists of the 

20th century. O'Neill is a voluminous writer who 

has left behind him a large body of One-Act plays 

as well as large number of full length plays. Much 

of his work is considered as inferior which is not 

to survive for long. His longer plays are: Beyond 

the Horizon, Anna Christie, The Emperor Jones, 

Under the Elms, The Great God Brown, Lazarus 

Laughed, Strange Interlude, Mourning Becomes 

Electra, The Iceman, Long Day's Journey into 

Night and The Hairy Ape. In America, 

Expressionism made a strong impact on the plays 

of Eugene O'Neill such as ' The Emperor Jones 

(19221), The Hairy Ape (1922) and The Great 

God Brown (1926). The Hairy ape is the first 

expressionist play in America. He wrote 48 plays, 

among these plays13 plays are called sea-plays and 

six plays are considered to be minor plays. In 

1936, he received Nobel Prize for literature. 

 The Hairy Ape, written in eight short, abrupt 

scenes, is an expressionistic Tragic-comedy of 

modern industrial unrest. The protagonist of play 

is a mighty stoker called 'Yank' and we see him 

first , stripped to the waist, with the rest of his half 

necked companions in their stoke hole. He can out 

course, out fight, out feel them all and he is proud 

of his job a stoker at the heart of the ship. 

 We next see the ultra-sophisticated Mildred 

Douglas, the daughter of the owner of the liner, 

lolling on the deck and pining for the sensation of 

going down into the stock-hole to see how the 

other half lives. The play gives a realistic portrait 

of contemporary American Society. It is a world 

where rich become richer and poor become 

poorer. On the one hand, there are the rich 

represented by Mildred Douglas and her aunt. On 

the other hand the poor are represented by Yank 

and the other stokers, who sweat and work hard, 

and who are exploited and insulted for their toil, 

trouble and tiredness. The curtain parts and out of 

the darkness gleam the rims of the boiler-doors.  

A bell clangs the door, swing open, a terrific red 

glare leaps out at the audience, and Yank and his 

mates heave in the coal. The bell clangs again, too 

soon, and Yank is cursing the engineer with 

terrific violence, when he turns to see the girl 

beside him. She almost faints at the sight of him 

cries out that he is a beast. Yank hurls his shovel 

after her with a horrid oath. 

 Another change that is noticeable in the stoke-

hole to see Yank completely upset by the incident, 

brooding over the depths of social difference 

revealed to him, burning with hatred, rage and 

revenge. He is no longer, steel, coal, speed, 

because hi is no longer sure of himself. To make 

sure of himself, he must go out on a mission of 

revenge. We see him next on Fifth Avenue. The 

passers by are strange unreal people. He makes no 

more impression on them than if they were fart of 

dreams; all that happens is that a police-man beats 
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him up and arrests him. Then we see him in a 

prison cell on Islands. Out of the darkness come 

the snarls and oaths and horrid howls of other 

prisoners. One prisoner reads from the New York 

Times an attack on the Industrial Workers of the 

World as a menace of civilization. The Hairy Ape 

resolves to join the I.W.W. When we next observe 

him, he is trying to join the society and he may 

plant a dynamo beneath the steel magnet's home, 

but is thrown out as an agent provocateur. 

 Finally, in his puzzled despair, he reaches the 

gorilla's cage in the zoo. Ah, a brother, the real 

Hairy Ape! He lets the gorilla loose, to go with 

him on a pilgrimage of destruction. But the gorilla 

silently seizes him in a deadly embrace and tosses 

him into the cage, where he dies behind the bars. 

Commenting on the play Clifford Leech writes; 

 “The Hairy Ape is a comedy of Ancient and 

modern life.”2 
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Abstract 
 A dynamic usage-based (DUB) approach to second language development holds that language learning is a dynamic process 

in which all relevant factors to language learning dynamically interact over time. It also holds that meaning is central, that lexicon 
and grammar form a continuum, and that grammar sub-serves meaning. Moreover, Langacker   points out that mastering a 

language requires the specific, usage-based learning of a vast array of conventional units, which calls for frequent exposure to such 
units. Ideally this exposure should occur in meaningful context exchanges, approximating socially and culturally normal usage 
events. With these DUB principles in mind, we developed communicative language teaching programme for learners of English at 

university based on a popular movie and tested it in a semester-long experiment. The results show that the students in the DUB 
condition outperformed the students in the control condition significantly in proficiency gain scores. 

 

Introduction 

 A dynamic-usage based approach is a blend of 

Dynamic System Theory (DST) as it applies to 

language development in the field of applied 

linguistics, and usage-based theory in theoretical 

linguistics, mainly as proposed by Langacker. 

After a short discussion of DST, the connection 

with a usage-based approach will be explained. In 

applied linguistics, language has recently come to 

be seen as a dynamic system and language 

development as a dynamic process DST is argued 

to be in line with socio-cultural theory, in that 

development or learning should be seen as 

emergent: individuals change and transform 

through interaction with their social and material 

environments. Language, both at the social and 

individual level, is a dynamic system because all of 

its subsystems that have to do with form and 

meaning continually interact with each other over 

time. Therefore, at the individual level, learning in 

general and learning a language specifically are 

dynamic processes. We will highlight several 

aspects that are especially relevant to language 

development and point to their pedagogical 

implications. 

 First of all, language development depends 

critically on initial conditions. Initial conditions 

are the state at which the learner is at the moment 

the teaching begins. The state of the learner at this 

point will be the combined result of all previous 

states and experiences in L1 learning, L2 learning, 

aptitude, context and so on. For example, in the 

present study, the learners’L1 (Vietnamese) and 

L2 (English) are grammatically very different, and 

the learners have had very little exposure to the 

L2. After seven years of learning the L2 at high 

school through mainly a grammar-translation 

method, taught by teachers who are not very 

proficient themselves, the learners can be 

considered false beginners. Keeping these initial 

conditions in mind, the teacher needs to make 

sure the learners’ habits are not further entrenched 

and first expose the learners to enough authentic 

input that enables them to establish as many new 

form-meaning pairs of expressions as possible and 

activate their fragmented knowledge of the 

language. Both internal and external resources are 

involved in the learning of an L2. Internal 

resources are those within the individual learner, 

such as the capacity to learn, prior conceptual 

knowledge, aptitude, learning style, motivation, 

anxiety, attitude, self-confidence and willingness 

to communicate. External resources are those 

outside the learning individual. They can be 

linguistic input the learner is exposed to in and 

outside class (teacher talk, textbooks, movies, 

music, TV, etc.), job -market orientations, teacher 

personalities, peer proficiency, types of exam, and 

school facilities. These resources not only have an 

impact on the ways a learner learns an L2, but 
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also interact with each other over time, keep the 

process going, and may change over time. Because 

resources are limited, they may compete; for 

example, at early stages, paying attention to what 

an L1 speaker says 

may compete with trying to produce language in 

the L2. In the present study, we therefore first of 

all make sure that the learner pays attention to 

authentic input, which is made meaningful with 

the help of the teacher, and output should occur 

naturally when the learners ask questions or react 

to the content. There should be no forced output 

and practice at the early stages. Language is a 

complex system consisting of many different sub-

systems and seen from a usage-based perspective, 

it is not a set of rules but a vast array of  shorter 

and longer units whose forms and meanings are 

intrinsically interconnected. The units may be 

either totally conventionalized (e.g. at school) or 

more or less schematized (e.g. Someone gives 

something to somebody where the underlined 

parts may be seen as “slots” in a schematic 

construction that may be filled in with various 

other words or phrases). The form-meaning pairs 

(words, chunks, short phrases, clauses, and even 

certain discourse patterns) are also associated with 

uses and contexts. A change in one particular sub-

system might cause a change in another one, 

which in turn causes another change, resulting in 

continuous change . For example, new words in 

the lexicon such as decide may make new 

syntactic constructions such as finite nominal 

clauses or to infinitive complements .it is likely 

that the input a student receives while interacting 

with the environment   may be processed 

differently at different times, going from meaning 

to form. In other words, the learner may first 

attend to what the input means and then   later be 

able to pay attention to the grammatical form 

aspects. After the learner  has processed some 

input for meaning and has been able to make 

form- meaning  connections for the content words, 

he or she will have more resources available  to 

process the same input (or very similar input) for 

less meaningful forms.   

 This clearly indicates the dynamically 

changing nature of input processing. In DST 

iteration of simple procedures may lead to the 

emergence of complex patterns. Larsen-Freeman 

(2012) points out the connection between iteration 

in DST and pedagogical repetition. She argues 

that repetition should not be seen as exact 

replication, but as revisiting the same territory 

with a slightly different stance, every time 

resulting in another mutable state. As far as 

pedagogy is concerned this means that iterating a 

particular language event (e.g. showing the same 

movie scene several times in a row) does not mean 

that the learner sees the same thing every time. 

Because of limited resources, the learner may first 

only be able to get the gist of the general event, the 

second time the learner revisits the scene s/he may 

note some of the expressions used, the third time 

s/he may begin to really understand what some of 

the expressions mean in the context, and not until 

later will the learner be able to focus clearly on 

each of the form-meaning- use mappings. We 

should also keep in mind that at the production 

level, iteration or repetition plays a role in 

internalizing expressions.      

1. Students were presented with a few lexical 

items, chunks, or expressions that would 

occur in the scene. They were meant to 

familiarize the students with these items and 

at the same time prepare the learners a bit for 

what the scene was about. These items were 

explained with the help of visual images, 

definitions, and occasional L1 translations. 

2. Students watched the movie segment without 

subtitles and no specific directions (first 

exposure). This way they could focus on the 

entire scene and get the gist of what was 

happening. 

3. The teacher asked two general content 

questions such as “Do you think the movie is 

about a real story or a fairy tale? and “Who do 

you think is the main character in the 

movie?”eliciting a response such as “The 

movie is about a real story and the little girl is 

the main character.”These questions were not 

meant to test students, but to give the teacher 

a idea of whether the students understood the 

general content and whether or not 

elaboration was necessary. 

4. Students watched the movie segment again 

(second exposure) and were asked to pay 

attention to what the characters said. 
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5. Students were shown the actual text of the 

movie segment on a PowerPoint sheet (third 

exposure), and the teacher read aloud the lines 

(fourth exposure). The purpose was to give the 

students the opportunity to process the 

language in a different mode (written) and at a 

slower pace (as pronounced by the teacher). 

Students were given handouts of the text so 

that they could take notes when necessary.  

6. Students watched the movie segment for the 

third time (fifth exposure). The purpose was 

to expose the learners to the language again 

and see if they could actually understand all 

the utterances as pronounced by the actors. 

7. Students were shown the text of the movie 

segment again (sixth exposure) and individual 

students were asked to read aloud a line 

(seventh exposure). The purpose of this step 

was to give students an opportunity to be 

exposed to the text again and try saying the 

sentences the way actors did, thereby 

practicing pronunciation and intonation. No 

deliberate corrections were given when the 

students mispronounced the words. Affective 

compliments were given to keep learners 

motivated. 

 

Conclusion 

 For a change of pace, there would be an 

activity after two or three segments had been 

shown. Sometimes, the students role-played a 

movie scene in pairs; other times they were asked 

to write about the movie or a personal topic. No 

linguistic  feedback was given to students’ spoken 

and written performance, ensuring completely free 

use of language for the learners. Instead, affective 

compliments were given to keep learners 

motivated. 
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Abstract 
 The paper tries to scan the feminist aspect in That Long Silence of Shashi Deshpande. The male supremacy signifies the 
patriarchal culture in the family relationship between Jaya and her husband Mohan. Deshpande’s interviews and essays examine 

the conflict of the urban women structured by custom and modernity. Jaya was traditional women who forced to maintain silence 
and give in and accept socio- psychic nature. As woman who vanished her identity in family. Jaya could break her silence after the 

moral support of Kamat but chooses to maintain silence and surrender. Violence is not the key to the problems, to bring a change 
one has to be patience and to be optimistic.  

Keywords: Silence, husband-wife relationship, marital disharmony, temporary withdrawal 

 
 Shashi Deshpande is the most noteworthy of 

the contemporary Indian women novelists in 

English. She is one such renowned writer whose 

women protagonists from the middle class are 

delicate, intellective, educated and career-oriented. 

Her pragmatic view as a true feminist on the 

circumstances of middle class Indian women is 

well signified in her novel That Long Silence, which 

won the Sahitya Akademic Award in1990. The 

words of Shashi Deshpande emphasis her 

capability to the ideas of Judith Butler, who boldly 

rooted that feminism, certifies the variation 

between male and female genders. The central 

concept in Deshpande`s novels, is the creation of 

Gender and patriarchy in a society within which 

she sorts the struggle of her women protagonists. 

To put onto something that there is a common 

explanation of the way all societies are built in 

patriarchal agreements that is genuine for all times 

is to make easy, cancelling difference and ignoring 

the particular-ties of individual nations as well as 

variation with in national frame works. Feminists, 

particularly from the automated western world, 

have been suitable to make wide-ranging 

generalizations about communal-ties among 

women across the world. 

 Paradoxically, the very effort to generalize 

feminism makes it more exclusive.  

Women’s identifications have been shaped by 

different factors specific to country, status, class 

and religion. Studies in India have responded 

sharply to the assumptions that demand that sister-

hood is universal and those that avoid women’s 

problems in countries outside the US and western 

Europe .In India, women were mingled into 

believing in their own empowerment through 

celibacy and fidelity; through sacrifice they had 

seen themselves as succeeding both hindrance and 

strength. The standard of womanhood in 

particular terms have been lumbering by 

alternative to system of beliefs, mythology, mass 

media, films and literature, oral and written texts. 

All primary religions in India have been 

elucidated and regulated by upper-caste men who 

have also explained morality, social codes and 

principles. A person’s marriage, divorce and 

birthright in India are fixed by her religion. 

Religion systematizes society in ways that license 

men.  

 A short historical analysis of the development 

and description of Indian women from pioneering 

times to the current may be useful in accepting the 

struggling characters set to the contemporary 

Indian women. Deshpande’s work builds central 

the division between the standard and the reality 

of the urban middle-class, professional women in 

India today. Shashi desired to express her 

thoughts about the society and its various attitudes 

and this was the exact platform to make the reader 

conscious of any burning issues. Her novels are 
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intensively established in India and this is the 

distinctive feature of her writing. The roles, 

surroundings, and the struggles, are inherently 

Indian. Her short stories have been widely 

accumulated throughout the country. That Long 

Silence is not a fictitious story. It is a story that 

occurs in every middle class and educated Indian 

woman’s life. Jaya is the central figure in the novel 

That Long Silence. She has caught in the current of 

the usual role of a women- wife and mother. She 

has cut off her factual self. Though she has a 

cheerful home with her well profitable husband 

and two children Rati and Raghul and material 

ease, she senses fed up with the sameness and 

hooked pattern of her life. In her effort to restore 

her `true self`, she discovers herself as an unhappy 

wife, a discouraged mother and an unsuccessful 

writer. 

 Jaya’s husband Mohan is caught in corruption 

in the office at the stimulation of Agarwal. When 

they are not able to do service for minister’s 

relative, they are enforced to face an enquiry. 

Agarwal suggests Mohan to shift from church gate 

house to somewhere to stay away unnecessary 

publicity and disgrace. Jaya’s family shift to 

Makarndmama’s flat at Dadar. Fortunately their 

children are remote with the neighbour’s family. 

Mohan who is upset because of the final shame 

which the investigation will bring, takes 

justification by saying that he has involved in 

malpractices to keep his wife and children 

convenient Her support with Mohan in silent hate 

leads the way for self-evaluation and self-criticism. 

 In her review of her married life, she finds that 

she is not really satisfied. Happiness in their 

married life is only a false impression. Jaya does 

not likes her individuality. Like imaginary 

woman-Sita being with her husband into expel 

from the kingdom, Savitri chased after Death to 

restore her husband, Draudpadi calmly sharing 

her husband’s clash, Jaya trails Mohan to Dadar 

flat. She is tagged Jaya by her father which means 

“victory”. Her father has been as an “individual”. 

Later mohan has changed her name “Suhasini” 

which shows a delicate, calm, motherly woman. 

Jaya also gives up her identity. Her aunt 

Vanitamani is of the prospect that a husband is 

like a shelter. Jaya who is analytical and clever 

and queries each and everything keeps unlimited 

silence after marriage. A sheltering tree, without it 

you are critically defenseless and vulnerable. This 

followed Logically; And so you have keep the tree 

alive and Flourishing Even if you have to water it 

with deceit and Lies (That Long Silence:32) 

  Mohan saw stamina in the woman sitting 

calmly in front of the fire. He believes that the 

muteness of her mother is her stamina. But Jaya 

senses that the silence is the result of depression. 

She turns fed up with this sort of waiting for 

something or somebody. She flops in her duty to 

lift him at the time of critical situation; Insulted 

and annoyed Mohan departs the house that 

advantages her to involve in self-introspection. 

The silence of women signifies helplessness. But 

men profit it as a symbol of woman’s comfort. 

Jaya’s journey on the way to a well-explained self-

hood is delayed in the mazelike of civil pressure, 

feminine adopts to fashion oneself according to 

the customary standards of behaviour, suppressive 

and boastful male chauvinism and the continued 

crisis of fixing a purpose to her life, supreme in a 

long silence. 

 Jaya relishes her affectionate friendship with 

Kamat by conveying her thoughts and ideas about 

her stories which she could not do with Mohan. 

Kamat an isolated young widower dwells in Jaya’s 

apartment. One of her stories has got the prize 

where she has made a refer that a man who could 

not reach out to his wife except through her body. 

Jaya doesn’t need to foreshadow her marriage and 

thereby she switches her style of writing. As a 

result, all her stories have been refused and she 

ends her writing. Even Kamat mentions that her 

stories lack anger. He advises her to give her 

peculiar view and express her anger. This is the 

riddle not only with Jaya but also with all women 

writers. They changed their mind and practices of 

life according to the requirement and expectation 

of men.  

 Jaya has carved her life according to the wish 

of Mohan and drops her own self and identity. 

Jaya willingly designs her life to keep steps with 

Mohan’s desires and expectations. In a mood of 

dissatisfaction she feels for the deficit of her 

selfhood. Jaya’s view at herself as Mohan’s wife, 

and his children’s mother but not as a person is 

pathetic. She is answerable for the loss of her real 
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self. The seventeen years of their married life 

brings disinterest, lifelessness and monotony 

instead of intimacy and friendliness. In her 

attempt to be an ideal wife she loses her life in the 

name of sacrifice. Her breakdown to be an ideal 

wife and mother is confessed by her. Her silence is 

nothing but suppressed hatred. Silence or lack of 

communication is the reason of “marital 

incompatibility”. She chooses to cut her long 

silence to regain peace and happiness. She chooses 

“to plug that hole in the heart... I will have to 

speak, to listen, I will have to ease that long 

silence between us”. She chooses to be self-assured 

and to be of her own self.  

 The fateful difficulty of Deshpande’s 

characters is the effect of male-domination in a 

patriarichal culture. Their speechless suffering is 

socio-psychic in nature. In her search for identity, 

Deshpande’s characters move from depression to 

hope, from self-navigation to self-assertion. Her 

conflict throughout is to accomplish completeness 

and an real selfhood. Jaya’s uncovering of herself 

takes place within the form of marriage, family 

and home. Deshpande’s women protagonists do 

not attain their true self on stepping across the 

beginning. She is very crystal clear that she is not a 

reporter of domestic enemies and that self-

realization comes within the home. What is self-

realization but an acceptance of the limits and 

regulations you live under? I think for the woman 

accepting her world would start with the domestic 

circle.   

 Jaya is feeling suppressed by is patriarchal 

society, the sort of relationship she has with 

husband, her part as wife and mother-all 

exercising power and control over her. That Long 

Silence is the one of the novels of Deshpande’s to 

license first-person description and an intimate 

conversation with the self. Deshpande states the 

consciousness of a woman’s identity within her 

particular social and cultural framework, in the 

struggling culture web of an ever-evolving nation. 

Deshpande says, “I think my writing has found its 

place because of feminism. Why would anybody 

take That Long silence seriously. It’s just about a 

woman who has to say about women’s lives has 

been highlighted because of feminism”. Later She 

wants to show That Long Silence as a loud yell of 

pain before she moved to novels that had less 

continuous noise, less anger and less confusion.  

 

References 

1. Deshpande, Shashi. That Long Silence. New 

Delhi, Penguin. 1989. Print. Bhalla, Amrita, 

“Shashi Deshpand”. 2006, New Delhi. 

Atlantic Publishers Print. 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 75   Bodhi International Journal of Research in Humanities, Arts and Science 

 

       Vol.2       Special Issue 3      February 2018           E-ISSN: 2456-5571

  

 

MULTI-CULTURAL ROLES IN ENGLISH EDUCATION 

 
P.Maheswari, MA., B.Ed., M.Phil., 

Assistant Professor of English, PG & Research Department of Englsh 
Bharathidasan College of Arts & Science, Erode 

 

S.Sangeetha 

M.Phil. English (Full-Time), PG & Research Department of English 

Bharathidasan College of Arts & Science, Erode 

 

 
 

Abstract 
 In globalized societies where people with different native languages communicate through English, multicultural and multi 
linguistic interactions are widely created. Multicultural education was found by John Cena to be effective in promoting educational 
achievements among immigrant students. It refers to any form of education or teaching that incorporates the histories, texts, values, 

beliefs, and perspectives of people from different cultural backgrounds. Multicultural education also assumes that the ways in which 
students learn and think are deeply influenced by their cultural identity and heritage, and that to teach culturally diverse students 

effectively requires educational approaches that value and recognize their cultural backgrounds. It became clear that this was many 
students’ first serious encounter with another culture, even though they claimed that they lived and taught in a multicultural and 

multilingual environment. Blue Jasmine by Kashmira Sheth , when twelve-year-old Seema moves to Lowa City with her parents 
and younger sister, she leaves friends and family behind in her native India but gradually begins to feel at home in her new 
country. Multicultural literature can serve as an entry point to validate expression of cultural knowledge, perspectives, and 

differences that diverse students live by every day. Novels such as, Jamaica Kincaid’s Annie John, V.S.Naipaul’s Miguel 
Street(2002), AmyTan’s The Joy Luck Club(1989), Maya Angelou’s I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings(1969) are describing the 

multi-culturalism. Multi-cultural education plays a huge role in the way students can emphasize the using of literature to increase 
cultural awareness. 

Keywords: culturalism, multicultural, immigrance, linguistic, equity 

 

Introduction 

 Multicultural education refers to any form of 

education or teaching that incorporates the 

histories, texts, values, beliefs, and perspectives of 

people from different cultural backgrounds. At the 

classroom level, for example, teachers may modify 

or incorporate lessons to reflect the cultural 

diversity of the students in a particular class. In 

many cases, “culture” is defined in the broadest 

possible sense, encompassing race, ethnicity, 

nationality, language, religion, class, gender, 

sexual orientation, and “exceptionality”—a term 

applied to students with specialized needs or 

disabilities. 

 Generally multicultural education is 

predicated on the principle of 

educational equity for all students, regardless of 

culture, and it strives to remove barriers to 

educational opportunities and success for students 

from different cultural backgrounds. In practice, 

educators may modify or eliminate educational 

policies, programs, materials, lessons, and 

instructional practices that are either 

discriminatory toward or insufficiently inclusive of 

diverse cultural perspectives. It also assumes that 

the ways in which students learn and think are 

deeply influenced by their cultural identity and 

heritage, and that to teach culturally diverse 

students effectively requires educational 

approaches that value and recognize their cultural 

backgrounds. In this way, multicultural education 

aims to improve the learning and success of all 

students, particularly students from cultural 

groups that have been historically 

underrepresented or that suffer from lower 

educational achievement and attainment. 

 

Implementation of Multicultural Education in 

the Classroom 

 Multicultural education encompasses many 

important dimensions. Practicing educators can 

use the dimensions as a way to incorporate culture 

http://edglossary.org/equity/


 
 

 76   Bodhi International Journal of Research in Humanities, Arts and Science 

 

       Vol.2       Special Issue 3      February 2018           E-ISSN: 2456-5571

  

in their classrooms. The five dimensions listed 

below are: 

 Content Integration: Content integration 

deals with the extent to which teachers use 

examples and content from a variety of cultures in 

their teaching. 

 Knowledge construction: Teachers need to 

help students understand, investigate, and 

determine how the implicit cultural assumptions, 

frames of reference, perspectives, and biases 

within a discipline influence the ways in which 

knowledge is constructed. 

 Prejudice Reduction: This dimension focuses 

on the characteristics of students’ racial attitudes 

and how they can be modified by teaching 

methods and materials. 

 Empowering School Culture: Grouping and 

labeling practices, sports participation, 

disproportionality in achievement, and the 

interaction of the staff and the students across 

ethnic and racial lines must be examined to create 

a school culture that empowers students from 

diverse racial, ethnic, and gender groups. 

 Equity Pedagogy: An equity pedagogy exists 

when teachers modify their teaching in ways that 

will facilitate the academic achievement of 

students from diverse racial, cultural, gender, and 

social-class groups. 

 Multicultural education can be implemented 

on the macro-level with the implementation of 

programs and culture at the school-wide or 

district-wide level and also at the mico-level by 

specific teachers within their individual 

classrooms. 

 

The Role of Culture in English Language 

Teaching 

 Claire Kramsch remarks that it is important to 

be aware that culture in language learning is not 

an expendable fifth skill; it is present within 

writing, reading, listening and speaking. She 

emphasizes the role of context and the 

circumstances in which language can be used 

accurately and appropriately. Culture offers ELT a 

vast landscape of perspectives that can be 

employed to enhance the dynamics of a class; 

even more so among undergraduate students, who 

have already chosen a certain area of study and 

may show antipathy or apathy to a teacher’s 

ambitious lesson plan if they do not consider it 

relevant. So, it is important to know the methods 

that a teacher might employ in order to avoid 

“teaching meaningless symbols or symbols to 

which the student attaches the wrong meaning. 

 Language and culture are two sides of the 

same coin. Culture is needed for better 

understanding of a language and vice versa. 

Mitchell and Myles(2004) argue that “language 

and culture are not separate but acquired together, 

with each providing support for the development 

of the other”. For Kramsch, language “expresses 

cultural reality” since it enables speakers to 

express their beliefs, ideas, attitudes and facts that 

can only be understood and appropriately 

interpreted when shared within specific cultural 

community. English Language Learners(ELL) 

should be acquainted with the fact that cultures 

and languages always go together as Limbach 

states “if I would like to generate enthusiasm for 

the culture of my country, then I must encourage 

peoplein other countries to speak my language. 

The language is always the first tool, as it were, 

when introducing others to specific cultural 

achievements”. Moreover, the inextricable nature 

of language and culture may be expressed as “the 

person who learns language without learning 

culture risks becoming a fluent fool”. 

 

Multiculturalism in Canada 

 Multiculturalism has been official policy in 

several Western nations since the 1970s, for 

reasons that varied from country to 

country, including the fact that many of the great 

cities of the Western world are increasingly made 

of a mosaic of cultures. The Canadian government 

has often been described as the instigator of 

multicultural ideology because of its public 

emphasis on the social importance of 

immigration. The Canadian Royal Commission 

on Bilingual and Biculturalism is often referred to 

as the origins of modern political awareness of 

multiculturalism. In the Western English-speaking 

countries, multiculturalism as an official national 

policy started in Canada in 1971, followed by 

Australia in 1973 where it is maintained today. 

 Canadians have used the term 

"multiculturalism" both descriptively (as a 
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sociological fact) and prescriptively (as a political 

ideology).[4] In the first sense "multiculturalism" is 

a description of the many different religious 

traditions and cultural influences that in their 

unity and coexistence in Canada make 

up Canadian culture.[4] The nation consists of 

people from a multitude of racial, religious and 

cultural backgrounds and is open to cultural 

pluralism.[5] Canada has experienced 

different waves of immigration since the 

nineteenth century, and by the 1980s almost 40 

percent of the population were of 

neither British nor French origins (the two largest 

groups, and among the oldest).[6] In the past, the 

relationship between the British and the French 

has been given a lot of importance in Canada's 

history. By the early twenty-first century, people 

from outside British and French heritage 

composed the majority of the population, with an 

increasing percentage of individuals who self 

identify as "visible minorities" 

 

The Role of Multiculture Literature 

 Appropriate content is one of the major 

elements of multicultural/diverse perspective 

instruction (Banks, 1990). Literature, a major 

carrier of content, is a powerful medium for 

understanding the world. Young children find it 

easier to assimilate new information when this 

information is presented within the structure of a 

story (Wells, 1986). 

 

Cultural Authenticity 

 Experts in multicultural education frequently 

emphasize the importance of using literature to 

increase cultural awareness (Piper, 1986; Tway, 

1989). The literature used should accurately 

portray the history, customs, values, and language 

of a particular cultural group (Sims, 1982). 

Through sharing carefully selected literature, 

students can learn to understand and to appreciate 

a literary heritage that comes from many diverse 

backgrounds (Norton, 1990). 

 

Improves Self-Concept 

 Students also benefit from reading literature 

that reflects their own ethnic and cultural 

background. Such literature can be an important 

tool in helping all students develop a healthy self-

concept - one that is based on a knowledge of and 

a sense of pride in family background (Hittleman, 

1978). 

 

Promotes Understanding among Cultures 

 The use of multicultural literature can also 

extend students' knowledge about parallel cultures 

by exposing them to the differences and 

similarities between their culture and that of other 

groups (Norton, 1983). These observations, 

documented in research, support the notion that 

incorporating multicultural literature into the 

curriculum can expand students' awareness and 

decrease negative stereotyping of individuals from 

other cultures (Litchner & Johnson, 1973). 

 Literature can present students with clear 

contrasts in perspectives and can help them to 

understand their own cultural heritages and those 

of others - within and outside the classroom.  

 

Multi Cultural Novels 

 Blue Jasmine by Kashmira Sheth, "When 12-

year-old Seema moves with her parents and 

younger sister from India to Iowa City, she must 

leave her grandparents, extended family, and, 

most distressingly, her cousin Raju, who has been 

like a brother to her. Seema describes her 

adjustment to the newness of the U.S.–the food, 

clothing, weather, education–and her feelings: "I 

was always the outsider listening in…." Although 

she makes friends, she also encounters surprising 

hostility from another newcomer to her class, and 

ultimately learns the coping skills necessary to 

deal with this troubled girl. The writing is infused 

with evocative descriptions: "…the few leaves left 

clinging to the trees made them look like beggars 

in ragged clothes" or "the days… stretched out like 

a sari." Sheth uses Seema's letters to India and a 

classroom assignment to transmit significant 

cultural information, but at times this approach 

takes on a didactic and unnatural air. Still, the 

narrative advances steadily, with many 

opportunities for insights into the experience of 

this new immigrant, plus enough tension 

introduced through the bully to keep readers 

interested."Multicultural literature can serve as an 

entry point to validate expression of cultural 

knowledge, perspectives, and differences that 

diverse students live by every day. Novels such as, 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigration_to_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Canadian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Canadian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multiculturalism_in_Canada#cite_note-6
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Jamaica Kincaid’s Annie John, V.S.Naipaul’s 

Miguel Street(2002), AmyTan’s The Joy Luck 

Club(1989), Maya Angelou’s I Know Why The 

Caged Bird Sings(1969) are describing the multi-

culturalism in different ways. 

 

Conclusion 

 The inclusion of multicultural literature in the 

English classroom is more than just an expansion 

of the reading list. It became clear that this was 

many students’ first serious encounter with 

another culture, even though they claimed that 

they lived and taught in a multicultural and 

multilingual environment. The deeply rooted, 

liberal humanist ideology stressing that “we are all 

the same” has added barriers to acknowledging 

and exploring issues of diversity. Teacher 

educators need to inform pre-service and in-service 

teachers of multicultural literature resources and 

broaden their ways of reading, thinking, and 

discussing this type of literature. With 

multicultural literature, culturally and 

linguistically diverse students are often cultural 

insiders and the teacher may be a cultural 

outsider.  

Given the growing number of multicultural and 

multilingual students and the fact that many 

teachers may not share the same culture and 

language backgrounds as their students, teachers 

need to find ways to increase their cross-cultural 

understanding. Multicultural literature can serve 

as an entry point to validate expression of cultural 

knowledge, perspectives, and differences that their 

diverse students live by every day. 
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