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Dear and Respected Convenor,
I am extremely happy to know that the English Department of Gonzaga College
organizes a national seminar on “Integrating Value Education with Teaching
English” on 28th August, 2017 and the proceedings of the seminar is published as
a booklet.
“Education without values, as useful as it is, seems rather to make man a more
clever devil.” – CS Lewis
In today‟s era of competition and survival we observe laxity in ethical values.
Digitalization has led to the emergence of high life style and raised the standard of
living of people. It has made human rich in materialistic sense but deteriorated
the ethical fibre in the society. People crave for money, power and pelf. They are
ready to jeopardize the interest of other people in pursuit of their selfish gains.
Corruption in religious, economic, social and educational field is rampant. We
come across many social evils in the society. Children due to their exposure to
mass-media are turning juvenile delinquents. Due to lack of values they adhere to
whatever is shown in the media and ruin their life. In short the society encounters
a famine of values.
Even though the world changes rapidly, the values that students need to
develop are actually not really much different to those that were taught in bygone
generations. Showing respect to others, for instance, or caring for the
environment or tolerance are just as important as they ever were – and maybe
even more so – but they are now applicable in a variety of new ways.
Literatures are the mirrors of the society. Often they glorify ethical norms and
condemn the counter norms. One could easily observe that English literatures are
fully value loaded and they can instil right values in the minds of students.
I hope this seminar will enkindle the participants to look for ways and means
to weave values into the very concept of education and teaching especially
teaching English towards making the world a place of value rich.
I take this opportunity to congratulate the convenor, organizers and eminent
resource personnel of this important national seminar.
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MESSAGE
Values are an essential part of the response to a number of difficult challenges
that education faces. Showing respect to others, for instance, or caring for the
environment, good citizenship, showing tolerance and understanding to those
less fortunate. Education without values, as useful as it is, seems rather to make
man a more clever devil. The challenge we face worldwide is how teachers,
parents, leadership, and communities will help learners design intelligently and
innovate with compassion. We desperately need citizenship back in the
curriculum. We also need less focus on grades and standardizing. We need more
focus on providing the room for experimentation and testing of ideas several times
without students having to worry it will have high stakes on their grades,
admission into college, and future.
A major challenge about the values in education is to teach non-discrimination
and respect for others. Students must learn to recognize different cultures and
ways of thinking, and to understand that prejudices can hinder the ability to
think and live in peace.
Transformation involves rethinking values and ways of seeing and acting,
particularly as time stress compounds legacies of oppression and systematic
underdevelopment. These are exacerbated by structural challenges, as many
societies are undergoing national, democratic, urban, race, class and gender
revolutions simultaneously. All these challenges are aggravated by globalised
systems of financial domination and mismanagement.
Overhauling old values and systems to address pivotal challenges such as
education and social justice requires metacognitive skills. Developing heuristics to
enable integrated thinking, particularly in the arts (in this case English literary
studies), helps students use disciplinary building blocks to address contextual
challenges. This synthesising strategy is used to overcome histories of systemic
violence, disempowerment, neglect, division, marginalisation and silencing in
society and education.
English language teaching can be enriched with communication activities such
as group discussions, role plays, debates, etc and they can help in teaching how

to communicate with the virtues of openness and humanity in real life. As a part
of these activities role plays can be performed in which the facilitators can give
real life situations to the students, to have a conversation with a little act. This
way while performing, the students would learn the right way of speaking with the
correct tone and pitch. In case, the students are rude or are not behaving
themselves in the situation given for the role play, the facilitators can check them
there and then and inculcate certain values related to the situation. Students
learn virtues like co-operation, respect for others, honesty, sincerity, compassion
and many more through communication activities.
I congratulate the department of English for having chosen the vital topic for
National Seminar as it is very much essential for the current and future
generations of students to become good citizens.

EDITORIAL NOTE
Literature offers a wealth of ennobling human experiences that a serious
engagement can leave a lasting impression and in rare cases impact a behavioural
change in students. Thus, a well designed English Language curriculum that
provides a rich collection of varied genres of writing, that makes the bulk of
learning resources, when transacted effectively could become a „Life Skills
Programme‟ itself instead of remaining „Second Language Curriculum‟ alone that
is taught primarily for fluency in „spoken‟ English or to enhance the
„communicative competencies‟ of learners.
According to Bertrand Russell, “Broadly speaking, we are in the middle of a
race between human skills as to means and human folly as to ends. The human
race has survived owing to ignorance and incompetence, but given knowledge and
competence combined with fully, there can be no certainty of survival.
Knowledge‟s is power for evil as much as for good. It follows that, unless men
increase in wisdom as much as in knowledge, increase of knowledge will be
increase of sorrow.”
Love, compassion, sympathetic joy and even mindedness have obviously an
unbalanced scope like wisdom and require a long, strenuous training and
dedication of creative imagination and intuition. Countries like India there are
number of religions and cultures which, from time to time may have come into
conflict. It is better to state in one sentence that we need to place the melting pot
model by a mosaic, rich in diversity but nonetheless having a clear unifying
pattern based on „global ethics‟. For this a planned action will be such where
promotion of secularism and democratic rights will be taken care of, where
intellectual understanding will be promoted, and there will be tolerance for other
religions.
This seminar on Integrating Value Education with Teaching English serves the
purpose promoting global ethics among the students. Teaching Language and
Literature through value Education, Literary influence in teaching Values in
various Literatures and Authors are the predominant theme of the papers of this
proceeding.
Sr. A M Jansi
Head & Assistant Professor of English
Ms. R. Minnal & Ms. L. Sofia
Assistant Professors of English
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