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RECTOR’S MESSAGE
―Being is inter-being‖ asserts Thich Nhat Hanh, the Buddhist monk and peace
activist. It is a radical redefinition of the prevalent preoccupation with being-initself. Common is the monadic paradigm that privileges individuality.
The formulation is fundamental revision of the way most people view themselves,
others and the world. That it is relationality which constitutes beings is a more
recent philosophical emphasis. Interconnectedness and interdependence are
concepts that have gained currency.
Against this backdrop, the ONE-DAY NATIONAL CONFERENCE on
‗Synergising Sustainability Continuum: Multidisciplinary Explorations in EcoLiterary Praxis‘ is topical. It promises exciting presentations from multiple
perspectives and different disciplines.
The organizers have boldly ventured into this challenging field. What impels
them is their concern and care for earth.
The conference will, I am sure, pave the way for oikos – a ‗household‘
comprising humans, animals, plants, earth and stars, nay all the elements that
constitute the cosmos.
My wishes and vibrations are for a conference experience of inspiration, of
fellowship and of connectedness to all things.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Hearty Congratulations!
The greatest challenge that the mankind faces today is to protect and preserve
the nature and environment. The development paradigms that have been
envisioned for the progress of man has largely contributed to the devastation of
nature. The primordial love and reverence for nature has been the first casualty
at the altar of ―development‖. Today, more than ever, there is a strong need to
reconnect with our roots, rejoice in the beauty and glory of nature and revive the
sacred grooves of our indigenous earth-centred values. Beyond doubt, language
and literature have a vital role to play in this effort towards sustenance. In this
context,
the
conference
on
‗Synergising
Sustainability
Continuum:
Multidisciplinary Explorations in Eco-Literary Praxis‘, organized by the
Department of English, Loyola College, is welcome. I congratulate the faculty of
the Department of English for taking this major step of organizing the National
Conference. Let us celebrate this literary voyage into the depth of our ecology and
discover ways of sustaining our natural environments making our habitat
peaceful and life-friendly!
All the best
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I am indeed delighted as an Academic to be involved in the conduct of a
National Conference on "SYNERGIZING SUSTAINABILITY CONTINUUM:
MULTIDISCIPLINARY EXPLORATIONS IN ECO-LITERARY PRAXIS‘ by the
Department of English, Loyola College. I appreciate my colleague Dr. Mary Vidya
Porselvi for taking the initiative to organize this grand intellectual event. She is a
reputed scholar who has published lot of research papers in this field of study.
Global Warming and Climate Change are no more esoteric terms used by
Environmentalists but have become part of our common public discourse.
Literature is the only subject that deals with all matters pertaining to human life
and in an age of mindless environmental destruction for the sake of economic
development no issue can be more critical than ecological concerns.
It is a fact that in the 21st century Literature and the act of studying literature
cannot be apolitical. Eco-literature and Eco-criticism have a symbiotic
relationship to each other. Reading literature from an Eco-critical perspective is a
highly enjoyable and enriching experience. Eco-literature challenges us to move
towards a biocentric world-view as opposed to an anthropocentric view and calls
for a broadening of humankind's conception of a global community to include
non-human life forms and the physical environment. Such distinct 'greening' of
literature energizes our engagements with the world of nature and widens our
circle of compassion to all living creatures. The philosopher Emmanuel Leavings‘
―the Face-of -the-Other" thus becomes not just a matter of ethical commitment
but also stresses on "Extended Compassion" on our part.
The brilliant depiction of pollution and the loss of habitat in the novels of Don
De Lillo and Amitav Ghosh present a mountain of ecological anxieties.
Environmental Literature problematizes the absence of land health and the
despoiling of natural habitats. The dominant metaphor of our Digital Age in Ecoliterature is not the Smartphone but 'waste' that includes e-waste, garbage,

dumpsites, debris and hazardous nuclear waste. Such distinct 'greening' of
literature energizes our engagements with the world of Nature. Green Cultural
Studies has altered our perception of literary studies today. The English
Department of Loyola College has Eco-poetics and Green Cultural Studies as part
of its PG curriculum for over a decade.
A 'green reading' of Eco-literary texts highlights the importance of sustaining a
healthy web of life on Earth and creates a sensitivity to ecological issues and also
heightens our environmental consciousness. In Loyola College campus, "KEEP
LOYOLA CLEAN AND GREEN" is not a mere slogan to be parroting around but a
sacred praxis.
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I am happy and pleased to note that the Department
of English is
organizing a One-Day National
Conference
on "Synergisinq Sustainability
Continuum:
Multidisciplinary Explorations in Eco-Literary Praxis" to be held
on December 8th, 2017. As I understand ‗sustainability‘ is the understanding of
ecological communities and various principles of the ecosystem. It is a way of
thinking about the world in terms of its interdependent natural and human
systems, including a consideration of the consequences of human actions and
interactions within the natural context.
I am sure this conference will help to open avenues for exchange of ideas in
this important field of Eco-Literary Studies. The prospects of participation of
eminent resource persons from prestigious academic institutions from our Nation
and their interaction with the young student community are gratifying and it
reflects the significance and its relevance to improving the standard of living of the
human society.
I congratulate the organizers for their efforts in conducting this conference in a
grand manner.
I wish the conference every success.

(Dr. S. Vincent)
"Let Your Light Shine"

Dr. Thilagavathi G Joseph
Associate Professor of English (Rtd.)

In a world dominated by dichotomies, even after Derrida‘s decentring, the
nature-culture divide seems to be in need of the highest attention, the most
concerted global effort, for the earth to remain habitable.
When humans plunder the Mother Earth, and indirectly the mother, the
woman, the nurturer, we experience nature‘s fury in multiple forms. The Vardha
is the most recent and shocking example of how nature could destroy itself with a
vengeance, when in a matter of few hours the green cover just collapsed as we
helplessly watched. The coexistence of nature and culture is the essence of life
and this phenomenon is facing threat from humans who are the primary
consumers and controllers of the ecosystem. We are aware of the intensity of the
threat when we read about the dead shark washed ashore with waste plastic
weighing about 50 kgs in the guts, and about the capital city struggling to
breathe, winning the honour of being the most polluted city in the world. The
situation is critical and the need to act individually and collectively is urgent. The
academia has the greatest responsibility as it holds sway over the youth power
which can positively upturn the entire system.
The Department of English, Loyola College, in realisation of the urgency of
the need to synergise sustainability, through exploration of literary texts, which
besides providing answers and solutions can provoke people to think and act, has
organized this conference. I congratulate the organizers of this conference,
especially Dr. P. Mary Vidya Porselvi, whom I had the pleasure of guiding in her
research, for carrying forward her research with the passion to disseminate
knowledge and for spearheading the academic initiative to delve deeper into
literary and critical texts to find new perspectives on the Eco-literary praxis.
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SPEAKER’S MESSAGE
Though the sciences study various aspects of ecology, only the humanities
delve into ecological issues deep enough. From the 1970s, the assumptions
underlying the relationship between the human and the non-human world have
been examined closely by philosophers and literary theorists. But such
examination has not been followed up by necessary ecocentric policy changes and
political action. Yet our deliberations on the interrelation between humans and
non-human world cannot cease. Such a conviction is the driving force behind the
one-day national conference on ―Synergizing Sustainability Continuum:
Multidisciplinary Explorations in Eco-literary Praxis‖ (organized by Loyola College,
Chennai, on 8 December, 2017) at a critical moment of the Anthropocene.

A significant timely move indeed!

EDITORIAL NOTE
“In reality, there is a single integral community of the Earth that includes all its
component members whether human or other than human. In this community every
being has its own role to fulfill, its own dignity, its own inner spontaneity. Every
being has its own voice. Every being declares itself to the entire universe...In every
phase of our imaginative, aesthetic, and emotional lives we are profoundly
dependent on this larger context of the surrounding world.” - Thomas Berry
Eco criticism has evolved into a multidisciplinary field of study in the past
three decades beginning with the definition of Cheryll Glotfelty in her pathbreaking anthology ‗The Eco criticism Reader: Landmarks in Literary Ecology‘ in
1996, ―eco criticism is the study of the relationship between literature and the
physical environment. Just as feminist criticism examines language and literature
from a gender-conscious perspective... eco criticism takes an earth-centred
approach to literary studies‖ (xviii). The word ―sustain‖ comes from the Latin root
word sustinere meaning ―to endure‖. Sustainability is a vision and a mission for
every living being on this Earth. In an age of insensitivity and apathy, revisiting
earth-centred values inspires a constant search towards a more benevolent
universe. In an age of misuse and abuse, redefining the needs and rights of the
voiceless remain the pertinent responsibility of every conscious individual, group,
community or society at large.
The central goal of this ecological venture is to synergise, to bring together a
bouquet of compatible ideals and practices that contribute towards the
sustainability of Mother Earth. The aim of this conference is to throw light on the
multidisciplinary foci of thought with concerns of sustainability in literature,
language and environment. The major objectives of the conference are: to
recognise the scope of interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary research in ecology and
discourse; to identify multidisciplinary approaches, methods, strategies and
frameworks in eco-literature and eco linguistics studies; to provide a platform to
express indigenous, earth-centred values, beliefs and ideologies that care for
Mother Earth; to explore ideologies and practices that reinforce simple and
sustainable living; to integrate the ecological wisdom of communities across
cultures, societies and religions in our country and world at large.
The word ―praxis‖ is a noun that indicates action. Interestingly, right from the
creation of our planet Earth the term ―word‖ for human beings has always
denoted action. According to Paulo Freire, the Brazilian educationist, ―within the
word we find two dimensions, reflection and action, in such radical interaction
that if one is sacrificed—even in part—the other immediately suffers. There is no
true word that is not at the same time praxis. Thus, to speak a true word is to
transform the world‖ (Pedagogy of the Oppressed 87).

Continuum signifies a wide gamut of thoughts and expressions. It is a broad
canopy that brings together an extensive range of sustainable approaches, themes
and concerns represented in literature and art of diverse communities, networks
and movements across the world. Eco criticism endorses the age-old beliefs of
interconnectedness, interdependence and intrinsic value of life. In his article ‗A
Deeper Appreciation of Nature‘, Satish Kumar, the author of ‗Soil, Soul, Society‘
explains, ―Shallow ecology considers Nature conservation important, but only
because Nature is useful to humans. It‘s an anthropocentric worldview...For the
advocates of deep ecology, Nature has intrinsic value. Nature is not a resource for
the economy. Nature is the source of life itself... Reverential ecology says yes to all
that, but it adds an extra dimension: it considers Nature to be sacred. Life is
sacred. Humans need to cultivate a sense of gratitude to Nature‖ (Resurgence and
The Ecologist Nov/Dec 2017).
In this Ecozoic era, the future of existence and the path towards sustainability
can be envisioned only with the very human agents whose ―visionary‖
imaginations and ―mindful‖ actions had profoundly transformed and still continue
to revere, empower and transform each and every element of the planet Earth and
the universe at large. At this pivotal moment of ecological conversion, the
academicians as thinking individuals have a greater responsibility to integrate the
multifarious voices that care for the well-being of our planet. Eco-literary praxis
believes in conscious reflection converted into action and conversely, reflective
action transformed into constructive thought. An eco-sensitive thinker deftly
weaves, interweaves and reweaves the warp and the weft of words, motifs and
patterns to create authentic expressions of art, craft and literature. Words are the
wonder beads strung together meticulously by the adept artisan to acknowledge,
to celebrate and to revere the inherent worth of life on this Earth. And with those
genuine expressions, the indefatigable eco-champions painstakingly wield their
magical wand to recreate the world for the better. By transcending the polemics of
theory and practice, this green initiative provides a viable space for recognising
the eco-critical voices and concerns to be translated into action in the days to
come.
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