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Indian Fairy Tales is a translated work 

written by Joseph Jacob. This paper deals with the 
concept of Anthropomorphism. In “The Charmed 
Ring”, there lived a Merchant who gave his son 
threehundred rupees and told him to try his luck in 
trade. When the son was travelling on the way he met 
a few herdsmen who were fighting over a dog. The 
tender-hearted man told them not to kill it. He paid 
hundred rupees and bought that dog. He saw few 
people fighting over a cat and to rescue the cat he 
paid hundred rupees. Then came a snake and he 
rescued the snake by paying another hundred rupees. 

His father became angry and stamped him 
out. He was living with the snake, cat and the dog in 
the stable as a punishment for his foolishness. The 
snake thanked the merchant’s son for saving it from 
danger. The snake was the son of Raja Indrasha. The 
snake suggested him to ask for the ring which the 
Raja wore, a pot and a spoon as reward. With that 
charmed ring, he could get anything he wished for. 

The Raja was happy and gave the 
merchant’s son all he wished. The merchant’s son 
spoke to the ring and there appeared a beautiful place 
and a princess with the golden hair. He married the 
princess and lived happily for many years. 

One day the princess combed her hair and 
threw the reeds into the river. The prince of that 
country came that way, he found the golden hair and 
he fell sick out of love. His father worried about him. 
He feared that and told about it to an ogress. She took 
the form of a bee and found the house of the princess, 

again as an old woman and tried to get the charmed 
ring from her husband. When the princess asked her 
husband for the ring he also gave it readily. 

The ogress snatched the ring, took the form 
of a bee and flew away. She gave the ring to the 
king’s son. He was happy and he spoke to the ring 
and the princess appeared before him. He told her 
that he would like to marry her but she asked him to 
wait for a month. Meanwhile, the merchant lost his 
wife. The cat and the dog came to help him. 

The cat found the princess. Princess told the 
cat that the ogress had swallowed the ring and the 
ring was inside the stomach of the ogress. The cat 
had a plan. There was a wedding ceremony going on, 
in the rat community. As per the cat’s plan the rat 
inserted its tail in the mouth of the ogress and took out 
the ring and gave it to the cat. 

The cat gave the ring to the dog and the dog 
dropped it in water. A bird went to the king of the fish 
and threatened it and got back the ring and gave it to 
the cat. A kite picked up the ring and flew away. When 
it became dark the cat climbed up the tree, killed the 
kite and restored the ring back. The beautiful wife and 
the palace returned and the merchant lived happily. 

The story begins with sympathy on a dog, a 
cat and a snake. The merchant’s son’s journey begins 
with these animals. He spent all his money for the 
sake of these animals. The beginning of the scene 
shows that the merchant’s son has a soft corner on 
animals and so he did not even think about his own 
trade and spent all his money. The reaction of the 
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merchant on his son was too harsh on him. He forced 
him to stay in the stable with his animals. He gave him 
a punishment for this sin. The merchant repented 
before his son to assist these animals. 

“Please do not kill the dog,” pleaded the 
young and tender-hearted 
fellow; “I will give you one hundred rupees 
for it.” Then and there, of 
course, the bargain was concluded, and the 
foolish fellow took the dog, 
and continued his journey. He next met with 
some people fighting 
about a cat. Some of them wanted to kill it, 
but others not. “Oh! please 
do not kill it,” said he; “I will give you one 
hundred rupees for it.” Of 
course they at once gave him the cat and 
took the money. He went on 
till he reached a village, where some folk 
were quarrelling over a snake 
that had just been caught. Some of them 
wished to kill it, but others did 
not. “Please do not kill the snake,” said he; “I 
will give you one 
hundred rupees.” Of course, the people 
agreed, and were highly 
delighted. (The Charmed Ring 102-103) 
This scene shows money is important for a 

human being and not a life of animals. Generally, 
Animals played an important role in human life but 
human beings used it only for their sake. Even in war 
and journey, human beings used and threw it. But 
according to this tale, the merchant’s son is totally 
different from his father; he felt that animal life was 
also important. This tale states human beings depend 
on animals and animals depend on human beings. 

Magic Realism displays the realistic and 
unrealistic truth in the role of Snake. It starts when the 
snake communicates to his master. In the dialogue, 
the merchant’s son comes across the details of its 
background. It declared that it was the son of Raja 
Indrasha. The conversation in the form of a human 

being seems to be realistic and unrealistic. Snake is 
an animal but its conversation with its master seems 
to be unrealistic. This scene displays the uniquely 
human action and the position of the king in the midst 
of animals. The researcher finds the anthropomorphic 
characters in the form of the snake and giving it 
uniquely human actions is to promise him to get a 
reward from its father’s side. 

One day the snake in course of conversation 
said to its master, “I am 
the son of Raja Indrasha. One day, when I 
had come out of the ground 
to drink the air, some people seized me, and 
would have slain me had 
you not most opportunely arrived to my 
rescue. I do not know how I 
shall ever be able to repay you for your 
great kindness to me. Would 
that you knew my father! How glad he would 
be to see his son’s 
preserver!” (103-104) 
The strange thing occurs when the snake 

and its master dive into the sacred spring that leads 
them from one place to another place of Raja 
Indrasha. The Place of Raja Indrasha seems to be the 
place of the underworld. According to Hindu 
mythology, the universe was divided into three worlds: 
Svarga (the upper regions), Prithvi (earth) and Patala 
(the Underworld). According to the myths, the snake 
people called Nagas live in the realm of Patala. The 
jumping from the yonder mountain and then reaching 
the place of the sacred spring are too strange to 
believe. The merchant’s son’s life moving from reality 
to the underworld seems believable to unbelievable. 

The magical objects are pot, spoon and the 
charmed ring. The usage of magical objects are 
necessary to save the life of the merchant’s son to 
show them lifelong gratitude through love and 
affection. The usage of magical pot and the spoon 
provide the most delicious foods that seem to be the 
blend of reality and fantasy. Spoon and pot are real 
objects but their effect is unbelievable. The spoken 
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terms with spoon and pot reveal the concept of 
Anthropomorphism. 

She assumed the shape of a bee and went 
along buzzing, and buzzing, and buzzing. Her keen 
sense of smell soon brought her to the beautiful 
princess, to whom she appeared as an old hag, 
holding in one hand a stick by way of support. She 
introduced herself to the beautiful princess and said, “I 
am your aunt, whom you have never seen before, 
because I left the country just after your birth.” (The 
Charmed Ring 106). She also embraced and kissed 
the princess by way of adding force to her words. The 
beautiful princess was thoroughly deceived. She 
returned the ogress’s embrace, and invited her to 
come and stay in the house as long as she could, and 
treated her with such honour and attention, that the 
ogress thought to herself, “I shall soon accomplish my 
errand.” (106). 

Ogress is an ugly giant in children’s stories 
that eats people. It plays the role of a hideous giant of 
fairy tales and folklores that feed on human beings. It 
was one of the examples of Anthropomorphism in the 
role play of the princess’ aunt. She took the form of a 
Bee and deceived the princess for the charmed ring. 
In the meantime, of Aunt and the princess, she took 
the form of a human being and once she got the ring, 
she transformed herself into the shape of the Bee and 
flew away to the sky. This scene shows the concept of 
Transformation which is a common theme in the fairy 
tales. It is one of the elements of magical realism. 

Unity is strength whether in human life or in 
animal life. The concept of unity is proved at the end 
of this fairy tale. Generally, Dog is considered as a 
loyal and faithful animal to a human being. It played a 
major role in their life, as a protector and companion. 

Due to the direction of this tale, every time, animals 
lost the master’s ring because of jealousy. At the end 
of the climax only the dog realized its mistake and it 
lost the key because of jealousy. It wanted to gain 
name and fame in front of the master. It used his 
physical power over cat and tried to threaten it for the 
grade. Unity can be achieved only with discipline, not 
with cunningness. 

The concept of threat is utilised by the cat in 
a proper way. The first time it threatens the eldest son 
of the king of the rats and through their community, 
the cat had got the charmed ring. The second time, it 
threatens a nadhar, a bird who breaks the bones of a 
fish to recover the ring from the mouth of the fish. 
Anthropomorphism is one of the key terms of magical 
realism. The wedding celebration in the community of 
rat is a perfect example of Anthropomorphism. Even in 
the community of the rat, the researcher finds out the 
position of King’s Rat community that seems too 
strange to believe. The reactions of rats like a father 
pleading for his son’s life show the human 
characteristics such as speech, emotions and uniquely 
human actions for example the wedding celebration in 
the community of rats. 
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